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Rocky Wilson 
President 

 

Words from the President  
If you have been a member of the MBBC as long as I have, it is no 
surprise that the semi-annual meetings are often ‘engaging’.  I use 
that word ‘engaging’ because, like most democracies, our differences 
as members become apparent every time we vote on anything that 
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may mean a significant change in our treasured club.  To many of us, 
it is almost like our second home where we meet, interact and play 
with friends that often form a type of second family. 

From some of the feedback I received, most people were upset 
about breaking the promise made to the members in the beginning 
that the vote on the concepts being presented carried no long-term 
commitment or financial obligations. 

After this vote on the concepts was taken, it was clear that our 
‘simple’ majority preferred the concept presented by Dede Tran over 
the concept presented by Kerri Walsh and Casey Jennings. 

The BOD stayed true to that promise.  As far as the board was 
concerned, the meeting agenda was completed and all that was left 
was a motion to adjourn. 

Instead, there was an unplanned, unexpected call for a motion from 
the floor.  That motion was to move ahead with the preferred 
concept.  I have no idea if that was anyone’s plan to push this ahead, 
but it was not the plan of the BOD. 

For those of you who missed the motion or were not clear on what 
the final outcome was, the motion that passed was to spend up to 
$35,000 (our financial report indicates that the funds are available) to 
turn the ‘west end’ of our club property into family court(s) project 
that will include badminton, pickle ball, volleyball, etc. for both the 
kids and adults to enjoy.  The motion calls for a 5-member oversite 
committee, that will work in conjunction with the BOD, to explore both 
the cost and construction of the project.  According to the proponents 
of this project it will not require permits from the city.    

In short, this project is not a ‘done deal’.  Much of it depends upon 
the bids they receive and the feasibility of making it all work. 

Having conducted many of these type of meetings, I have come to 
expect unexpected actions such as this one. As long as they follow 



 

Robert’s Rules of Order, our meetings are bound to allow motions 
from the floor from our members. 

Please be assured that we are checking to make sure this motion did 
not violate any of our club by-laws. 

Dede has asked me to let everyone know that if you are interested in 
helping with this project to connect with her directly. 
 
Rocky Wilson president@mbbadmintonclub.com 

  

 

Nancy Andreas 
Vice President 

 

 

MBBC Membership News 
 
 New applicant families: 

• Casey and Sarah Sheahan 
• Sergio and Rosalbe Boccato 
•  Michael and Hayley Blanehard 
•  Hongying Chen and Xiaolin Lei 

Resignations: 

• Jason and Nora Lum 
• Jeff and Kim Sussman 
• Tim and Lora Penczar 
•  David and Monica Hirsch 
•  Nico Duncan 

New member families: 

•  Dr Chris and Julie Oates 
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•  Martin and Karen Mohan 
•  Doug and Beth Bayerd 
•  Dr Lance Siegel and Jennifer Fornailt 
•  Adam and Lisa Besagno 
•  John and Prinda Fabis 
•  Dr Marcos Yang and Lucy Lang 

Nancy Andreas vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

  

 

Terence Tchen 
Treasurer 

 

Treasurer Report 
Thanks to everyone who attended the semi-annual meeting! At the 
meeting, I report that, among other things, our water bill for the fiscal 
year to date period had increased to nearly $6,000 compared to 
under $1,500 the same period last year. I explained that this was 
due, in large part, to an increase in water usage. As there were 
questions about how this increase could be possible, I’ve gone to the 
actual water bills (as opposed to what is reflected on the interim 
period financial statements which may be inconsistent if there are 
timing differences) for details. 

The Club gets two water bills every other month because we have 
two water meters. These meters have different rates due to the size 
of the pipe. Water from one meter is billed at $5.51/HCF (1HCF = 
748 gallons), while the other is at a sliding scale ($4.28/HCF to 
$9.28/HCF) based on usage. Our combined water bills for the period 
April 16-October 16, 2017 was approximately $5,886 and our water 
usage during that period was 731 HCF. For the same period in 2016, 
our combined water bills was approximately $2,201 based on 
combined water usage of 239 HCF. Thus, for these six months, our 
usage was up 492 HCF and our water bills were up over $3,685. 
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So why is our water usage up so much? The biggest reason is that 
the Jacuzzi is now being drained, cleaned and refilled on a weekly 
basis to be in compliance with the California health and safety codes. 
This practice began this calendar year and the invoices show a 
corresponding sizeable increase in water usage on one of the meters 
in the February 2017 bill (this covers the period from December 16, 
2016-February 16, 2017) of 129 HCF compared to 24 HCF in 
February 2016. For the 10 months ended October 16, 2016, our total 
water usage from this meter was 180 HCF. For the same period this 
year, it was 827 HCF. 

We have had the water situation inspected a few months ago and no 
leaks were identified. The maintenance person did say that the pool 
water line appeared high and he adjusted the pool water leveler. We 
will continue to monitor the Club’s water usage. 

Terence Tchen treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com 

  

 

Peter Steinbroner 
Adult Badminton Chair 

 

Our last Friday Night InterClub Tournament Series wraps up on 
December 1st.  Players of all playing levels welcome and we will 
crown our next Club Champ. 

Reminder to all Playing Members. 

• Sign in your Guests prior to stepping on the Courts. 
• Guests may visit only twice per month and Playing members 

can bring only three guests at a time. 

No Drops ins! If someone asks you to sign and you haven't invited 
them, then they are not allowed to play. No exceptions. 
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See you on the Courts! 
 
Peter Steinbroner adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

  

 

Yuko Kawasaki 
Junior Badminton Chair 

 

Journey of our Juniors 
It’s been a great 6 months since I last reported on our Juniors. With 
the increase in dues, we saw a few leave our program while others 
put their memberships on hold during band season and college-
essay writing season. We look forward to our Junior program getting 
busy again with the high school year drawing near. We added 8 new 
Junior Playing Members and we’re happy to convert a couple of 
extremely patient Junior Playing Memberships to MBBC Family 
Memberships. 

In June, Dean and I traveled to Phoenix with four juniors to 
experience some badminton in the desert. Every time we exited the 
hotel, our car or the AZBC Badminton Club, our kids exclaimed, “It’s 
so hot!” Yes...109 degrees was a new experience for our Southbay 
kids. We sustained one injury, but had a fun time playing against new 
people in singles, doubles and mixed. We won some and lost some, 
but everyone enjoyed the trip and camaraderie. Our Juniors have 
been invited to Calgary for a junior event in the spring of 2018 and 
we look forward to exploring that option for our fortunate kids. 

The structure of junior badminton is changing because of the growing 
popularity of the sport. When I was a junior, a milion years ago, we 
signed up for Junior Nationals, and enjoyed a week away from our 
parents. It’s slightly more intense these days. Junior Nationals is no 
longer an enter-and-go event. Juniors must play ranking tournaments 
throughout the 52 week cycle to qualify for the big event. This year, 
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MBBC had three juniors qualify -- Eric Mei, Cindy Lin, and Michael 
Fabis. They will each receive $400 to help offset tournament 
expenses. 

We continue to look for events that all of our Juniors can participate 
in. Our MBBC Junior Internationals returned this summer and was a 
fabulous weekend event for everyone who competed. We added a 
collegiate event this year so graduates from our program could return 
to our courts to compete. We saw  54 athletes make up 104 entries 
for our revamped event. “Thank you” to Stephani Armstrong and all 
the volunteers who made this event so much fun while raising money 
for our Juniors. We have already received inquiries from Canada and 
Mexico for the 2018 Tournament. 

A big “thank you” to Dave and Cindy Levin who put on the best 
senior tournament in North America to raise money for our Juniors. 
The Dave Ogata Memorial Tournament kept the courts busy for three 
days. Dave and Cindy served dinner and wine, and had a masseuse 
available for all the old folk. If you didn’t enter this year, make sure to 
come and play next year. It’s rally a lot of fun and it’s a wonderful 
way for us to remember Dave Ogata, who was a big supporter of our 
Juniors. 

Finally, “thank you” to everyone who supported Pub at the Club this 
year. With Mary Ann at the helm, she found sponsors and vendors 
who helped us raise $4,400 this year! Click the button below to watch 
a quick video of our event.   
 
Yuko Kawasaki juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Pub at the Club Video 

 

  

Dave Richardson 
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House Chair 
 

 

Keeping Our Club in Shape 
The purpose of the scheduled workday is not only to take care of 
normal maintenance and cleaning, but to connect with members and 
foster a sense of personal ownership in the club. Each workday 
consists of "housekeeping" tasks as well as some skilled labor 
projects. 
 
Dave Richardson house@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
NEXT WORKDAY 
SATURDAY, December 9th 
8:00 am – 12:00 pm. 

Sign up for December Work Day 

 

  

 

Lynn O'Connell 
Communications Chair 

 

Keep in touch! 
 
We have set up a private group for Club members on our 
Shuttlecock Facebook page. In addition to the monthly newsletter 
and weekly email updates, the closed group on Facebook will help 
spread Club news and notices easily and quickly i.e. workdays, lost 
and found items, reminders about policies/rules, etc.  
 
We hope to encourage sharing amongst our Members and create a 
stronger sense of community! 
 
Please friend "MB Shuttlecock" on Facebook and then you will 
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be invited to the Members' private group.  
 
Lynn O'Connell shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Free Adult Beginners Badminton Clinic 
This highly successful free clinic is every Monday night from 8:00 to 9:30 PM. This clinic 
is for MBBC members only. For more information, contact Dean Schoppe 
 

Kundalini Yoga 

Tuesday, Nov 28th 
7:30 - 9:00 PM 
Members only. More info:  Tanis@thegardenspat.com 
  

Friday Night InterClub Tourney 
Friday, Dec 1st 
7:30  PM 
  

December Work Day 
Saturday, Dec 9th 
8:00 AM - Noon 

Sign up for December Work Day 
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