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Juniors Continue to Impress
TWENTY MBBC JUNIORS TRAVELED 
TO POMONA on March 14th ad 15th 
to play in the Regional Junior Ranking 
Tournament.  It was a welcome sight to 
see first time tournament competitors 
Hao, Abhay and Kaushik on the 
court.  Cindy continued her winning 
ways and triple crowned in the U11 
division.  Moose was the consolation 
winner in U15 mixed with a partner from 
HANA academy.  Lulu lost in U15 GS 
to the eventual winner of that event.  
Eric was the consolation winner in U15 
singles, beating teammate Denzil in the 
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semifinals.  The Audreys played their 
way out of the round robin stage, and 
won fourth place in U17 GD.  Henry and 
Audrey K. were the consolation winners 
in U17 mixed, beating teammate Kelly 
and her pickup partner Boaz in the 
finals.  Yoshi and Sam lost to a strong 
Northern CA team in the quarterfinals of 
U19 mixed.  Shirleen demonstrated her 
high level of sportsmanship while playing 
mixed doubles with a beginning junior 
pickup partner in the ultra competitive 
U19 division.
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White Elephant /Wine Tasting Party

A HUGE THANK YOU TO DONNA & HER RUMMAGE SALE TEAM!  They raised close to 
$7,000 for our junior program.  BRAVO!  
 How does the money help the juniors?  Some of our juniors will be traveling to Florida 
this year for Junior Nationals.  The money will pay for a coach to travel with the team, as 
well as help each player with travel expenses for the big event.  We really appreciate all 
the hard work that went into the rummage sale!
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by Curt Dommeyer

FROM MARCH 18 – 21, THE 2015 USA 
MASTERS INTERNATIONAL BADMINTON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS were held in Morrisville, 
North Carolina.  In the past, this tournament 
had been a closed event, open only to U.S. 
residents. But since the number of entries to 
the “closed seniors” has declined over the past 
few years, it was decided to make this event 
open to residents of any country. Despite good 
efforts by the organizers 
to publicize the event, it 
attracted only 88 entrants.  
Most of the entrants were 
from the U.S. and Canada.  
However, there was one 
entrant from Russia and 
one from Trinidad-Tobago.  
Although there was a limited 
number of entrants, there 
were many strong players 
among the field.  It was 
surprising how many strong 
entrants there were from the 
Raleigh/Durham area, many 
of whom learned their skills 
either in India or Pakistan. 
 The playing venue was 
a new warehouse club that 
held seven courts. Four of 
the courts were side-to-side 
(as in MBBC) while three 
of the courts were lined up 
“end-to-end.”  The visibility 
on the “end-to-end” courts was 
difficult, especially in the middle 
court.  On the “side-to-side” courts, the 
visibility was good on one side and fair on the 
other.  Moreover, there was a lighting problem 
throughout the facility in that it had some 
areas that were poorly lit.  As you waited for 
a clear shot from your opponent, the shuttle 
would fly from the light into darkness and then 
reappear from the shadows before you might 
attempt to strike it.  Unlike the wonderful 

wooden courts that we have at MBBC, the courts 
in the playing venue were firm and unforgiving, 
for they had green playing mats on top of firm 
cushioning, all of which was supported by a solid 
cement base.  It made for some sore joints and 
muscles among the competitors.
 Although Susan Dommeyer is short by some 
standards, her limited height did not interfere 

with her strength on the courts.  She entered 
five events and won the gold medal in four of 
them – the 60+ and 65+ Women’s Singles, 
the 55+ Women’s Doubles, and the 60+ Mixed 
Doubles. She, unfortunately, could not carry 
her husband, Curt, to victory in the 65+ Mixed 

MBBC Ladies Shine at 2015 USA Masters
Int’l Badminton Championships

      Carolyn & Sue (top spot) receiving 55+ Women’s Doubles 
award 

Carolyn and Sue (top spot) receiving 55+ Women’s Doubles Award.
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Doubles, as they lost in the semifinals, 23-25 & 
17-21, to the eventual winners.  One nice feature 
of the tournament was that they had the semifinal 
losers play off for 3rd place, and Curt and Sue 
were able to win the bronze medal fairly easily.
 If there were a “most improved player” award 
at the tournament, it would most likely would 
have gone to Carolyn Hoefer.  Carolyn is a “late 
comer” to the sport and has been learning the 
game as quickly as she can over the past several 
years.  She drives hundreds of miles each week, 
traveling either to MBBC or San Gabriel Valley II 
in Pomona, to get lessons and competitive play.  
At the tournament, she had some “break through” 
results that indicate she is finally making some 
real progress in her game.  In the “finals” of the 
60+ Women’s Singles, she nearly took out the 
perennial winner, Sue Dommeyer.  Carolyn won 
the first game, 21-18, and almost won the second 
game.  However, Sue, drawing on her experience 
and tournament toughness, won the second 
game, 25-23, and closed out the match, 21-11.  
In the 55+ Women’s Doubles, Carolyn and Sue 
paired up to upset the favorites in the event, Mary 
Ann Bowles and Andrea Weiss, in a three-game 
battle that lasted 44 minutes. When all the dust 
had settled, Carolyn walked out of the tournament 
with four medals – gold in the 55+ Women’s 
Doubles, silver in the 60+ Women’s Singles, and 
bronze in the 55+ and 60+ Mixed Doubles.
 The lone male in the MBBC contingent was 
Curt Dommeyer. His results, in comparison to the 
females, is hardly worth mentioning.  He earned 
the gold medal in the 65+ Men’s Doubles and the 
bronze medal in both the 60+ Men’s Doubles and 
65+ Mixed Doubles.   
 At the conclusion of the tournament, a banquet 
was held at the Brier Creek Country Club. Party 
goers were asked to wear outfits that blended in 
with the theme of the party.  In this instance, the 
theme was “pajama wear.”  Although not everyone 
followed the theme, there were many party goers 
looking as though they had just walked out of 
their bedroom.  

Partygoers: Joyce Jones (of Seattle) with Curt 
and Sue.
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THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING 
CAREFUL by observing safety 
procedures when working and playing 
around our construction in progress at 
the Club.  We are just over one third 
completed.
If you are not aware, John Kravec 

our construction chairman and member of the MBBC 
Board of Directors, visits the job site on a daily basis 
providing necessary oversight to the many facets 
of our project. He is working to stay on top of the 
construction project as it moves forward, as well as 
to inform status and changes to the construction 
committee.
 If you see John around the club, stop him and give 
him a pat on the back, as it is becoming evident that 
John’s value to our Club is increasing every day as 
we proceed through our project. Thank you John 
Kravec!

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy

 Our hats are off again to all those who 
participated in the rummage sale, wine tasting, 
white elephant sale. Thanks to you these 
successful, fun events paid off for ourJunior 
program.
 Once again, please be careful and give special 
safety instructions to your children and guests 
when you visit the Club.
 All for now,

 Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

FEBRUARY WAS A SLOW 
MONTH in terms of memberships. 
We scheduled an orientation for 
new Provisional members on 
February 21st in an effort to keep 
the membership full going into the 
next calendar year.  We had a large 
turn out and we invited several to 

come before the board meeting on March 3rd.  
 Two families were approved for membership that 
night. The balance of that group that did not attend 
this last board meeting will be attending the next 
board meeting in either April or May.  Please join 
me in welcoming Joe & Jennifer Bevilacqua and 

A message from the Vice President
Gene Harbeck

Dan Lemieux & Lisa Stott to our club as our new 
Provisional members.  
 Last of all, while the club is still under 
construction and working through Phase 2 on the 
18th street entrance renovation, please continue to 
take extra care and caution while using the facility.  
 Remember to always sign in your guests and 
think safety first when using the club.

  Gene  
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com
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IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 
is coming up in May. It seems like 
just yesterday that I was elected 
Treasurer. It also means that time 
is running out for people to finish 
their workdays. I will hopefully be 

able to post an updated workday report by early 
April on our website www.mbbadmintonclub.com
 Anyone visiting the Club can see the progress 
on the 18th Street entrance project. To fund that 
we’ve made four draws on our line of credit totaling 
just under $90,000. There is still much left to be 
done before completion and we expect to continue 
to need to draw down on the line.

Terence
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Treasurer
Terence Tchen

HELP WANTED

WHO:
A few good men and women 

who love the Badminton Club.

WHAT:
Become a Board member 

and make a difference in the 
operation of MBBC.

WHY:
Earn workday credits for an 

entire year plus an additional 
year after serving.

WHEN:
Now! Several of you raised 

your hand in interest! Contact 
Past President, Pat Johnson 

cardinalsd@gmail.com
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MAJOR THANKS TO JOHN 
KRAVEC and all those involved 
with our new construction. 
But did you know we’ve actually 
had work done on all three of our 
entrances recently? We have been 
concerned about the security of 

the back entrance for some time now. The back 
door was rather easy to scale and climb over, 
especially considering the fact that we had left 
some shelving units behind that door. 
 I’d like to offer thanks to the McKeegans who 
took on a special project for the club recently to 
improve security of that area. A photo of their 
“new construction” is shown here. Wood slats 
were placed over the doorway to prevent people 
climbing over, and some wire mesh was placed in 
the upper open areas of the pump room to keep 
critters out from a beverage storage area. I have 
a few other projects like this in mind, so if you 
are worried about getting your work days in, let 
me know. Only 2+ months to go...

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

 

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 Next Workday: 
Saturday, April 11  

8am-12 pm
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OUR EAST PARKING LOT 
ENTRANCE, is still waiting for 
materials - the new doorway and 
the vinyl fencing, but it appears to 
be functioning well.  It supported 
the Rummage Sale without issues.  
We are tracking the remaining East 

Entry effort and will assure it is completed by the 
end of the project.
 We completed the major demolition on the 
north, 18th St entrance, and have moved into the 
construction.  When you look from the lounge, the 
area looks vastly different now.  Our contractor 
poured 30 cu yd of concrete (3 truck loads) into 
the ground for the footers (foundations) for 
our new outer wall and our terrace and ramp 
retaining walls.  The blocks for those walls have 
been delivered and unfortunately are taking up a 
number of spaces in our parking lot.  But that is 
temporary as the contractor is using the blocks 
to build the walls.  The new outer wall is half built 
to 4 ft high.  After it is inspected and filled with 
concrete, it will be built up to the planned 8 ft 
height.  The walls for the terrace and one of the 
ramps have also been built.  Once these walls 
are filled and the soil backfilled next to them, the 
contractor can then dig for the remaining wall 
footers along the court building and the entry 
ramp.  This was all going on in the midst of the 
So. Cal. Edison contractor shutting off power, 
blocking 18th St and taking over our parking lot 
to replace the power pole behind the club.  
 With major construction on a facility as old as 
MBBC, we anticipated some issues would turn 
up, even though we didn’t know what they were.  
Now we are seeing some of those issues.  With 
the project design, we cannot put the gas meter 
inside our wall, so it has to go on the outside of 
our perimeter wall.  But the Gas Co. says we can’t 
move the location more than 5 ft or it will be a 
major effort (dig up the street) and expense. So 
we are moving the meter 5 ft to the west so we 
can add shrubbery between our new entryway 
and the meter to partially hide the meter.  With 
the digging around our gas lines going on, the 
workers smelled gas and looking at the corrosion 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

on the old gas line, it is not surprising.  As part of 
the project, the contractor will replace the gas line 
running to the Spa heater, but the other gas line to 
the pool heater and the lounge was not part of the 
project, so replacing that will be an added expense.  
Another surprise was the terrible condition of the 
Lobby North Entry landing and storage area.  We 
thought it was sitting on a concrete slab but it 
turns out that it is wood framing with only 1 in of 
concrete over it.  The footer for this landing is also 
inadequate and breaking up.  So we are having the 
architect’s structural engineer assess and design 
a proper foundation and base for the new North 
Entry. 
 In other areas of New Construction, I put new 
High Arc Faucets in the upstairs and downstairs 
kitchens.  The ceiling lights in front of the fireplace 
were updated with LED retrofits and since they are 
appreciably brighter, I added a dimmer switch. Also 
replaced the light bulbs above the kitchen sinks 
with high output LED bulbs.  And replaced the CFL 
bulbs in the lounge ceiling fixtures with high output 
LED bulbs and added dimmer switches to those 
circuits.  Finally, the old, leaking dish sanitizer in 
the upstairs kitchen was removed and the water 
damage in the kitchen cabinets was treated.  The 
water damage to the hallway ceiling below the 
kitchen  still remains to be resolved.
 Some pictures from this month’s construction 
progress are on the following page.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com
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Progress Report: March

Mar 11: Perimeter wall goes up...

Mar 20:  Demolished what was left of the old 
concrete wall behind the spa.

Mar 23: Rerouting gas lines. Mar 27: New gas meter.

Mar 4:  Poured 30 cu. Yd. (3 truck loads) of concrete 
into the ground today!

Mar 18:  The wall for the planter, south of the steps 
from the terrace level to the pool level.
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A BIG WELCOME TO DANIEL 
GOUW — former National 
Champion — he’s moved into the 
area and is tuning up his game-
--we’re glad to have him as a 
playing member.
A big congratulations go to 

Lina Taft and Matt Fogarty for competing 
in the BWF Mercosul International Badminton 
Tournament held in Brazil.  
 Talk about taking the scenic route, our 
fearless travelers flew 13 hours to Paraguay and 
then took a 6 hour harrowing bus ride into Brazil 
before arriving at their destination in Foz de 
Iguacu (Iguazu River Mouth).  
 Located in the rain forests of Brazil, it is 
home of the Iguacu Falls located on the border 
of Argentina and Brazil. These waterfalls were 
chosen as one of the New Natural Seven 
Wonders of the World.  It is home of Itaipu Dam, 
the world’s largest hydroelectric power plant.
 After finished their sightseeing tour, our 
intrepid travelers got down to business and 
made one of the most incredible comebacks in 
BWF history.   Down 20-9 in their first game, 
Lina (Ms. Clutch) served 11 straight points to 
catch their mixed doubles opponents, winning 
the first game 23-21 and then completing 
their sweep by taking the second game 21-
15.  In the next match,  Matt & Lina beat their 
opponents handily, reaching the quarter finals.  
Unfortunately, jet lag took it’s toll as they lost 
their next match but not before picking up 
a slew of ranking points which makes them 
number 439 in the world.  

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Matt and his partner, American Bjorn Sequin 
played well, winning their two first matches before 
losing in the quarter finals.   However, with their 
two wins, they improved their ranking to 70 in the 
world. 
 Way to go…. Lina and Matt!

Peter
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
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SPRING BREAK BADMINTON 
CAMP IS APRIL 6-10.  
Participants will be on courts 4 
& 5 working with Peru National 
Team member Andres Corpancho 
from 8:30-3:30 for the week.  
The schedule includes physical 

training on & off the court, skills & drills, game 
awareness, sportsmanship, and gamesmanship.  
We are excited to provide this opportunity for 
our intermediate & advanced juniors.  If you 
have a player that wants to join for just a day 
or two, please let me know.  Andres is excited 
to work with our kids!
 A huge thank you to Donna & her rummage 
sale team.  They raised close to $7000 for 
our junior program.  BRAVO!  How does the 
money help the juniors?  Some of our juniors 
will be traveling to Florida this year for Junior 
Nationals.  The money will pay for a coach 
to travel with the team, as well as help each 
player with travel expenses for the big event.  
We really appreciate all the hard work that 
went into the rummage sale.
 Don’t forget about the Juniors’ schedule 
change starting in April.  Beginners will 
practice Monday & Wednesday from 6-8pm.  
Intermediate & Advanced  will practice Tuesday/
Thursday from 6-8pm, Saturday from 10am-
1pm, and Sunday from 7:30-9am.  Small 
group training (by invitation) will move back to 
Fridays from 5-7pm.  
 Our next tournament is the LABC 
Chinese New Year tournament in April.  
Sign up today!
.

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

Spring Break 
Badminton Camp

with 
Andres Corpancho!

April 6 - 10
8:30 - 3:30

Juniors zenning out!
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CONSTRUCTION, RUMMAGE – 
SEIS DE JUNIO!!!  
Hey all you party people…when 
this club gets put back together 
at the end of May, we are going to 
celebrate….Party, Party Party at the 
– Seis de Jnio!!!  

 I am predicting Sun, Pool, and the Best Event 
Ever!!  Mark your Calendars.
 Respond early, save the date and get ready 
to Fiesta!!  Your chairperson for this event is 
Stephanie Schwartz….reach out and volunteer.  It’s 
a blast!!
SEIS DE JUNIO SIGN UP HERE.

See you all at the New MBBC!

 Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

Upcoming Dates:

Apr 6-10   Youth Spring Badminton 
Camp   
11am - 2:30pm 

 
Apr 11   Work Day 

8 am - noon

Apr 17-19   Adult Nationals Tourney 
9 am - 10pm  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054faaab2da57-seis

