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John Kravec – New 
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Construction Update 
A message from the New Construction Chair 
John Kravek 

AFTER DISCUSSING THE PHILOSOPHY of upgrading 
MBBC facilities and recapping the club year with last 
month's Shuttlecock article, I will get back to specifics this 
month. After experiencing some delays, the 18th St 
Entrance Project has been moving along better during the 
past month. The outer wall along 18th St is complete and 

has been filled with concrete.  All vestiges of the old gas line were removed 
and the wall for the new terrace has been completed and filled. The 
foundations have been poured for the upper ramp wall, along the courts, 
and for the walls on both sides of the stairs that will be just inside the 
property entry. The walls are in construction on these foundations and the 
area layout is starting to take on the contours of the final layout. The 
foundation and wall have been built separating the ramps from the entry to 
the pool level and then the switchback from the pool level to the terrace 
level. 

                            

Rebar in place to pour footer for upper                      New club outer wall                                     
ramp wall 

 

Continued… 
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CONTINUED… 
 
 

 
Grading terrace level 
 

 
Retaining wall along terrace 
 

 
Wall between ramp from entry to pool level and ramp 
from pool level to terrace level 

 
 
From 18th St. property entry looking left - Retaining 
wall between courts and entry stairs to new terrace 

 
Foundation poured for upper ramp wall along courts 
 

 
 
From 18th St property entry looking right - Wall 
between entry stairs to terrace level and ramp to 
terrace level 
 
 

Continued… 
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CONTINUED… 
 
The area between the pool and the new terrace has been cleared and the rebar grid put in place.  The auto-fill line 
through this area needs to be connected to the pool and the new drain system in this area needs to be connected 
before the concrete deck can be poured.  However we are pushing the contractor to complete this soon so we can 
push back the construction fence and make more room available on the east side of the pool.  Since the construction 
will continue into August, our near term goal is to shrink the construction area to the entry, terrace, and lobby entry 
while expanding the area available around the pool.  We are also pushing to open the Spa back up in the near term.  
Even though the actual 18th St Entrance will remain closed until the completion of the project, we want the space for 
membership use to expand for the busier summer season. 
 
Deck area between pool and new terrace                          Deck area next to lobby and spa 

                   
 
The other area of progress is the foundation for the north lobby entry. The north entry roof was braced, the old table 
& chair storage room demolished and crumbling lobby landing cut off. The new north entry foundation was poured 
with a lot of rebar embedded in it. At our request, the contractor put an entry to the crawl space under the lobby, so 
we can have future access. Our MBBC Construction Committee has been working with our security contractor as well 
as our main contractor to clean up the added on wiring running through the lobby when we remove the north wall of 
the lobby and have to rewire the security, video monitoring, and fire alarm. So we are considering running the wiring 
through the crawl space or a conduit in the lobby ceiling. We don't want to spend a lot extra on the lobby but we do 
want to clean it up, refresh it, and make it look better, without the tacked on wires and boxes that now make up the 
lobby decor (?). We want the lobby blend into the new entry and doors instead of being obviously distinct. So even 
though the project is moving along well, there are still challenges to be resolved. 
 
Pumping concrete into the forms for new foundation          New lobby foundation and pad for Spa equipment  
for the lobby north entry 

               

On the cost side, we do not have any new change orders, so the overall cost has not changed.   

Hope the enclosed pictures give you an understanding of the progress.  John  

newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 

mailto:newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com


SHUTTLECOCK              JUNE 2015 
 

4 
 

 
 
A message from the MBBC President 
Gene Harbeck 

 
WELCOME TO SUMMER at the 
Manhattan Beach Badminton Club! 
Swimming, badminton, grilling, and 
relaxing on the pool deck should all 
be on your list for a great summer 
at the club. The new MBBC board 
members have already started 
meeting and are busy learning their 
individual roles. With summer upon 
us, completion of the renovation 

work remains a priority. With the pool area already 
starting to take shape, we are optimistic about staying 
on schedule for all construction. 
 
I want to extend my thanks to all members who 
continue to be good neighbors. It is important that we 
are all sensitive to parking, traffic, and general 
congestion as we arrive and depart the club. Thank 
you to all those who are attentive to keeping noise 
levels down, especially in the early and late hours or 
during club activities. See you at the club!  
 
Thank you, 

Gene 
president@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A message from the Vice 
President 
Dick Rose 
 
I’m just beginning to adapt to my 
new job.  It’s been more than 10 
years since my last position on the 
Board. I was Treasurer, and House 
Chairman before that, and things 
have changed!! 
 

It has been a surprisingly busy June.  We have two 
new families to welcome to the club: 
 Tawnya and Kent Jackson and their 

children Kyle and Tessa, and 
  

Eric and Allison Rainey and their children 
Challee and McKinley. 

 
The following resigned in June: 
 Jan Agassio (Playing member) 
 Ed Teh (Playing member) 
 Creighton Van Horn (Playing member). 
 
Since we had seven people retire in May, and four 
additions, we have a few regular member positions to 
fill and will be inviting people to come and meet the 
Board. 
 
We have had three playing members retire from the 
club and have added two new ones. 
The new playing members are 
 Tai Luk 
 Zack Friedman. 
 
Welcome to the Club.  I hope to see you all out on the 
Courts!! 
 

Dick 
 vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
 
  

mailto:president@mbbadmintonclub.com
mailto:vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 

7/11 Workday 8am - 
noon 

7/14 Board Meeting 7pm - 9pm 

7/24 MBBC Junior International 
Tournament preparation tbd 

7/25-
7/31 

MBBC Junior International 
Tournament various 

7/31 Friday Night Tournament 7:30pm - 
9:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A message from the Treasurer 
Stephanie Armstrong 
 
Although I was treasurer a few years ago, it’s still 
going to take me a bit to get up to speed so my 
comments will be brief.   But overall, the financial 
health of the Club is good.  Even Southern California 
Edison is happy with us.  We’ve reduced our electrical 
usage for the past twelve (12) consecutive months.  
Part of that is due to our move from florescent and 
incandescent lighting to LED lighting.  (Thank you John 
Kravec)  But we haven’t been using the Spa either.  
We’ll see what happens when the Spa comes back on-
line this summer. 
 
I’m happy to be back on the Board.  It looks like a 
good group of people. 
 

Stephanie 
 treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
  

mailto:treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com
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A message from the Junior Badminton Chair 
Yuko Kawasaki 
 
 

THE 23RD ANNUAL MBBC 
JUNIOR INTERNATIONAL 
BADMINTON TOURNAMENT IS 
FAST APPROACHING.  As a Club 
Member, I think it’s one of the 
best things we do.  We get to host 
a bunch of kids from the world 
over, right here in one of the best 
badminton facilities in the United 
States, in one of the best places to 
be in the whole world. 

 
Kids play in a lot of tournaments, but hands down this 
is the one tournament they remember most.  Besides 
playing lots of badminton, they have the time to get to 
know and make friends with players from around the 
globe.  The progression is always the same.  The first 
day, they all stay in their groups.  The second day, 
they start talking with kids from other places.  By the 
third day, they’re wearing each other’s clothes, 
exchanging email addresses and hanging out as if 
they’ve known each other for years. 
 
The tournament dates are Saturday, July 25 to Friday, 
July 31.  There are a lot of ways you can help, all of 
which will earn you valuable work day credits: 
 
We sell food and drink during the tournament so we 
need volunteers to help staff the kitchen.  You could 
work the kitchen, or be a “shopper”, going to the 
grocery store.  Debra Duncan runs it all.  She can be 
reached at dduncan@danmurphyfoundation.org 
 
Maybe you’re interested in a fun international 
experience for the entire family?  Would you like to 
receive workday credits without leaving the comfort of 
your own home or car?  Volunteer to host international 
players/umpires during the  tournament.  Or if you 
would rather drive the South Bay, volunteer to provide 
transportation.  For more details, and to sign up for 
this unique experience, please contact Noelle Merritt at 
nmerritt@alum.mit.edu or 310-545-8833.   
 
Become a parking monitor while enjoying the fresh air 
and sunshine!  Over the past couple of years, the Club 
has actively tried to keep parking for Club events west 
of the Club.  We want to uphold this new tradition.  We 
need parking monitors especially for the first 2 days of 
the tournament, Saturday, July 25 and Sunday, July 
26.  For those interested, please contact Peter 
Steinbroner at psteinbroner@yahoo.com. 
 
Not sure what you want to do?  Become a general 
helper, filling in where needed.  Please contact 
Stephani Armstrong at satarmstrong@yahoo.com or 
310.379.7230. 
 

And whatever you do, whether you're already an 
experienced player, or if you or one of your children is 
thinking about learning the game, take some time to 
visit the Tournament and see these kids in action.  It's 
a lot different game than what most of us remember 
from our backyards when we were growing up.  It's 
not Olympic level, but it’s really good.  Some of the 
youngest players will astonish you with their skills.  
Some of the older ones will show you what a 
remarkably challenging game this can be.  And 
although the games can be hotly competitive, the level 
of sportsmanship and camaraderie is heart-warming.  
It's what this Tournament is all about. 
 

Yuko 
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
  

6
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A message from the Adult Badminton Chair 
Peter Steinbroner 
 

MBBC VS LOS ANGELES 
BADMINTON CLUB PLAY TO A 
24-24 TIE. 
 
In what was an historic 
event...MBBC played host to LABC 
on Saturday June 19th as sixty-
two players competed in 48 round 
robin matches. It was a fun-filled, 

action-packed afternoon of Badminton followed by 
dinner at the Club.  
 
Yuko Kawasaki and Marie Schoppe ran the tournament 
as a total of 48 matches were played in a unique 
doubles tournament of one game to 31 points. At the 
end of the afternoon....both Clubs played to a draw as 
each side won 24 matches. 
 
The MBBC InterClub Tournament continues the last 
Friday of the month with everyone welcome to play. 
 
See you on the courts! 
 

Peter 
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

A message from the Communications Chair 
Susan McTigue 
 

 
 
Hi everyone! I’m looking forward to this year as 
Communications Chair. Please send me any and all photos 
you take at MBBC events (or other badminton-related 
photos). I always looked forward to Lynn’s newsletters 
because they were bright and interesting, and I hope to 
make mine the same.  
 
Send pictures! 
 

Susan 
shuttlecock.mbbc@gmail.com 
 
 
 

mailto:adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
mailto:shuttlecock.mbbc@gmail.com
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…and one last view of the project’s progress. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The cement finisher is in the process of pressure washing the pool deck poured yesterday, to get the sand finish. 
The forms were removed from the new lobby foundation and the workers have started hooking the spa equipment 
back up. 
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