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In Memoriam

Dave Ogata was a member of MBBC for over 45 years. He showed up at the Club with his doubles
partner, Mort Evans in 1970 and immediately made a big impression on everyone. Having taken up
Badminton as an adult, Dave had a lot of catching up to do and became a student of the game. He
watched the better players and learned quickly. His quickness, agility and steady net game along
with a steady serve became his trademark. His ability to set up his partner to make the winning shot
made him a domineering player. 

It wasn’t long before the better players were clamoring to have Dave as their partner. In just a few



years, Dave went from a “C” player to the “A” level and he was a nationally ranked for many years.
David’s best efforts occurred at 1975 United States Nationals when he and his partner reached the
doubles finals and barely lost.  

Dave went on to win many senior titles and loved to recall specific matches that always ended in a
dramatic finish. Due to his contribution to the game of Badminton, David was awarded the
prestigious Ken Davidson Trophy by USA Badminton. This annual award is given to the U.S. player
who is judged to have contributed the most to Badminton, whose sportsmanship, attitude, and
achievement best exemplifies the spirit of Badminton, and who is held in high esteem by both
players and coaches.

He enjoyed coaching at all levels, from the beginner learning the basic strokes to helping the
seasoned veteran correct a minor mistake that most players would have missed.  

David was funny and charismatic...always ready with a story or joke...his infectious laugh could be
heard all over the courts.

David will be missed.
--Peter Steinbroner

David Ogata’s Open House

David Ogata, a long time member of MBBC, passed away a about a month ago. I can’t overstate the
impact David had on everyone associated with badminton. Whether you played or were a fan sitting in the
bleachers, you knew Dave.

MBBC will be hosting an Open House to honor David and let those of us who came under his spell
reminisce about our time with him.  And maybe even play a couple of games on, what David always
thought, were the best courts, ever. 

So please join us at the Club on Sunday, January 24, starting at 2pm.  Bring your stories to share and
badminton gear to play and let’s honor our friend.

--Stephani Armstrong

A message from the President
Gene Harbeck

The Holidays are fast approaching and this is always a good time of year
to come to the club to relax and take advantage of the courts and social
areas while usage is minimal. The court floors have just been re-painted
and look great. The pool, the BBQ areas and the Jacuzzi are all in good
shape with noticeable improvements to the pool deck.

The MBBC board members meet every month to cover topics that
included the club's operational budgets and our present and
future construction plans and events for the year. We recently completed



the necessary bank documents for the additional $100,000 increase to the
construction funding. The pool deck construction project is now 90%
complete and we are working on plans to upgrade the main lobby
entrance. With that said, the construction committee is looking into plans
to upgrade the playground area and the restrooms. In addition, we
recently hired Palos Verdes Engineering to examine the exterior wood
posts of our Badminton building. We noticed that the exterior supports are
showing signs of termite and dry root concerns. We will keep you all
posted on this project.         

I want to extend my thanks, again, to all members who continue to be
good neighbors. It is important that we are all thoughtful about parking,
traffic, and general congestion in the surrounding neighborhood as we
arrive and depart the club. Thank you, also, to all those who take time to
sign in their guests and for keep noise levels down, especially in the early
and late hours or during club activities. I hope everyone enjoys this holiday
season. See you at the club!

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter Steinbroner

Congratulations to Khoa Tran---2015 MBBC InterClub Champion. Khoa is
the first two time champion and is well deserved. He played really well
throughout the year and he such is a terrific person. 

Congratulations to MBBC Member Elaine Kong who has been named as
an officiating judge at the 2016 Rio Olympic Games in Brazil. It is a great
honor to be selected and we look forward to watching her when the games
are broadcast on television.

A message from the Treasurer
Stephani Armstrong

I know I promised Part 2 of How to Calculate Missed Meeting Fines in this
month’s Shuttlecock, but travel and Christmas preparations got the better
of me. And let’s be honest, who really wants to read about fines during the
holidays? But I do promise that come January’s Shuttlecock, it will be
there.

In the meantime, we have money in the bank, including the rest of the
loan. I opened a separate account just for the loan money so it would be
easier to track.

Have a wonderful Holiday and a Happy New Year.



Children's Holiday Party

There was a joyfully boisterous turnout for the kid's holiday party. Many thanks to Kim Sussman
for chairing and for sending these photos of everyone enjoying themselves--even the clean-up
crew!







Construction Update
A message from New Construction Chair
John Kravec

I may have felt like a happy godfather last month but this month I am
feeling like a tired dad. Despite our push to complete, there are a few
substantial items and a number of details on the path to completion. The
substantial items are in the realm of the one significant subcontractor, the
18th St Entry, the fence around the Spa equipment and the handrails. Our
general contractor has completed the stucco work around the lobby
entrances and the wall north of the courts. The drywall on the inside of the
doorways is also complete.  His work now is putting on trim around the
north entry roof, putting in drip irrigation and cleaning up after the
construction.

The work will be continuing during the holiday season and I hope it will
complete in January.




