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HISTORY WAS MADE THIS WEEKEND 
as MBBC hosted the 2013 Adult Nationals 
as Shawn Wong won the bronze medal 
in Men’s Singles.   Shawn, a freshman at 
UC Santa Barbara pulled off the upset of 
the tournament, knocking off the number 
one seed 21-16, 21-13.  Reaching the 
semi-finals, he played well in a hard 
fought three game match before losing by 
the narrowest of margins 21-12, 19-21, 
18-21.   The match lasted 58 minutes as 
both players earned their points as the 
result of exceptionally long rallies.
 In the Mens Singles Consolation 
competition, Dean Schoppe fought his 
way to the semi-finals.   To get there, 
Dean beat a much younger opponent 
in three games which is proof that age 
and treachery will overcome youth and 
inexperience.

In the Mixed Doubles event, former Juniors 
David & Becky Neumann reached 
the semi-finals, losing to the teach that 
won the tournament.  In the playoff to 
determine the bronze medal, the brother-
sister team defeated Yoshiko Cohn and 
her partner Tuck Chan in a well played 
match.
 In the Mixed Doubles Consolation round, 
Alex Liang and MBBC’s Yuko Kawasaki 
reached the semi-finals but fell in two very 
close games 21-18, 21-19.
 Congratulations to all the competitors 
and winners.  For complete results visit 
Tournamentsoftware.com — 2015 U.S. 
Adult Nationals.
—  Peter Steinbroner 

Adult Chair 

http://tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=F97937C0-AB7F-43F8-AFE3-C74AEC4DB861
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Juniors Play Strong in Adult Nationals 
WHEW!  NATIONALS IS OVER.  Thank you 
to all the juniors and parents who helped get 
the benches and folding chairs moved into place 
for Nationals.  Thank you also to our volunteer 
parking lot attendants and clean up crew.  With 
your help, MBBC hosted a tournament that 
received nothing but compliments!
 This month, we had three juniors represent 
our program at Adult Nationals held April 17-
19 at our club.  Sam and Shirleen teamed up 
for mixed doubles, and lost their opening round 
against former National Team members Kyle 
Emerick and Daphne Ng.   Sam had the unluck 
to draw the 3/4 seed in Men’s Singles and lost 
21-8, 21-5.  In the consolation round, he dropped 
into a bracket against his coach, Dean Schoppe.  

Sam played some of his best badminton in the 
first game, but lost 21-18, 21-14.  
 Shirleen and Yoshi lost their opening ladies’ 
doubles match against the #1 seed Beiwen 
Zhang and Kate Hong.  The #1 seeds were 
gracious during play and victory, and there were 
smiles from all 4 competitors.  Yoshi had luck on 
her side and a very enthusiastic mixed doubles 
partner Tuck Chan.  They medaled for 4th place 
losing to fellow MBBC players Beckie and David 
Neumann.  Congratulations to all of the Junior 
participants.  
 Your sportsmanship and energy represented the 
MBBC developmental program very well.
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WE ARE WORKING HARD TO 
KEEP OUR CLUB in good operating 
condition during our construction time. 

      It’s good to see the membership on 
the courts in the pool, and barbecuing 
in the kitchens.

Regarding water conservation.
 I would like to stress the need to conserve 
water at the Club. We need to focus on activities 
at the pool, in the kitchen, in the showers and 
bathrooms, and with our cleaning, maintenance, 
and landscape. The hose at the pool should not be 
used for play. I would also like to encourage those 
numbers using our showers to conserve water, and 
take short showers.  When you are washing dishes 
and cleaning in the kitchen, turn off the faucet 
whenever possible. We are also taking a second 

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy

look at our landscaping plan and our watering 
schedules.
 Water conservation is a reality, and the 
Manhattan Beach Badminton Club needs to raise 
it’s awareness, and contribute to reducing our 
water requirements.
 All for now,

 Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

MARCH WAS A BUSY MONTH 
IN TERMS OF ADDING NEW 
MEMBERS. We scheduled 
an orientation in March and 
18 candidates attended that 
orientation. 
On April 7th 14 candidates 
attended the board meeting and 

were approved.  Those potential members who did 
not attend this board meeting assured me that they 
would be attending the next board meeting on May 
5th.  
 Please join me in welcoming our new 14 
Provisional members to our club.  Linda & John 
Daly -- Kevin & Sandy Boyle -- Russell & 

A message from the Vice President
Gene Harbeck

Christine Frances -- Andy  Spilsbury & Jonna 
Jerome -- Lei Wang & Helen Ding, -- Mark & 
Megan Pfaff and Joe & Jennifer Bevilacqua.  
 Last of all, while the club is still under 
construction and working through Phases1 & 2, 
please continue to take extra care and caution 
while using the facility.  
 Remember to always sign in your guests and 
think safety first when using the club.
Thank you,

 Gene  
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com
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I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
EVERYONE AT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING ON MAY 17. Just a 
reminder, all members (other 
than playing, instructor and junior 
members) are required to attend 
at least one of the semi-annual/

general meetings in person in each fiscal year. 
 So if you did not attend last November’s 
meeting, you will need to attend the upcoming May 
meeting or else you’ll be fined.
  With the fiscal year end also comes the end of 
the time to earn workday credits. If you’re not sure 
how many you’ve done or have left to do, you can 
go to our website (www.mbbadmintonclub.com) 
and look under “Updates” to see a link to a recent 
workday credit/meeting attendance report. It’s also 
worth checking to make sure that all of your hard 
work has been accurately reflected.
  As all of you know, California is suffering 
from one of the most severe droughts on record 
resulting in Governor Jerry Brown instituting 
statewide mandatory water reductions. The Board 
of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California has voted to cut regional deliveries by 15 
percent. I ask for your help in reducing your water 
usage both at home and at the MBBC. Please try to 
keep your showers at the club short. By reducing 
your water usage, you will help keep our costs 
down as well as help the state in this time of crisis.

Terence
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Treasurer
Terence Tchen

Members are required to 
attend at least one  

of the semi-annual meetings 
in person in each fiscal year.
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WE HAD A NICE TURNOUT AT 
THE APRIL WORKDAY as 6 
members joined me for a morning 
of mopping, sweeping, and 
scouring. 
The lounge floor and the tile in 
the showers were cleaned in 

preparation for the Adult National tournament in 
April. 
 The pool area continues to gather lots of 
dust from our construction, but we’re trying to 
maintain the area as best we can. I know it’s 
convenient to hose down the dusty areas, but 
please consider sweeping instead if you get the 
urge to clean up. California is under drought 
conditions and we’d like to do our part to 
conserve water. (That also means limiting your 
shower duration to just what is necessary.) 
 Please note the May workday will be May 16, 
the third Saturday of the month. We normally 
hold the workdays on the second Saturday of 
the month, but an exception is made for May so 
we can set up for the May club meeting. That’s 
a good workday to attend if you don’t mind 
setting up chairs and sweeping. (There’s always 
sweeping to be done.)
 The second most frequent thing that people 
discuss with me at the club is their desire to have 
little tables by the pool lounge chairs to set their 
drinks and snacks and things. I picked up three 
little tables at Target and placed them along the 
west edge of the pool. Once the new entrance is 
complete, I’ll get some for the eastern side.
 The most frequent thing I get to discuss with 
members are the little gifts our long-tailed, four-
legged friends leave us. After several months of 
little activity, they appear to be back, so the traps 
are back out. Keep an eye on your children so 
they don’t set off a trap and get a finger or toe 
caught. Please clean up after your visits and don’t 
leave food around that would attract critters.

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

 

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 Next Workday: 
Saturday, May 16th

(third Saturday of the month)  
8am-12 pm
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The 18th St construction was 
proceeding well but slowed down 
lately.  The first set of retaining 
walls has been built and is ready 
to be filled with concrete, but 
the fill has been waiting on 
installing lights into the walls.  

After availability problems and finally discussion 
between the contractor and the architect to 
find alternative lights, the wall lights have been 
ordered.  The walls passed city inspection and as 
soon as the lights are installed, the contractor can 
fill the block walls and move on to start on the 
remaining walls.
 The new gas lines I discussed last month have 
been installed and are functioning.  One line goes 
west along our outer wall and then behind the 
cabana to the pool heater and the lounge.  The 
other line goes through the construction area 
to the Spa heater.  The Spa heater and pump 
have been removed temporarily to allow work 
on the new lobby entrance foundation.  The Gas 
Company ran a new heavy duty plastic line under 
the street because the old line was corroded, 
just like our lines on the club property.  The 
new meter connects outside our exterior wall 
and unfortunately has a larger footprint than we 
wanted but the Gas Company cited reasons for 
installing the meter that way.  We will work to 
cover it up with landscaping.
 With the construction delay, the project will not 
be complete by the May Membership Meeting.  
Recognizing that delay, we told the contractor that 
we want the East Entry completed by the May 
Meeting.  The vinyl fence material and the new 
doorway have been ordered for the east entry.  
We also approved replacing the remaining wood 
fence, on top of the outer retaining wall in the 
pool area, with the same vinyl fence as the east 
entrance.
 In other areas of New Construction, our 
plumber scoped and traced our club sewer lines.  
The lines are old cast iron pipe but they scoped 
out OK.  The sewer line leads from the Spa 
equipment area, under the men’s bathroom and 
the women’s bathroom, under the downstairs 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

kitchen, and then turns north and runs between the 
pool and the cabana to the street sewer.  Although 
the club sewer lines are OK, the pool deck drains, 
between the pool and the cabana had a blockage 
that the plumber was unable to clear, causing 
water to back up around the drains when people 
wash down the pool decking.  We had the plumber 
come back to cut the concrete deck and replace the 
clogged section of drain line. 
 We also purchased and installed a new 
dishwasher for the plumber to install in the upstairs 
kitchen.  The water damage to the downstairs 
hallway ceiling from the old leaking dish sanitizer 
has been repaired.  I installed new light-sensing, 
motion deter security lights for the pool area, 
above the downstairs kitchen and above the spa.  
This means that they should go on when it is 
dark and motion is sensed in the area.  Finally,  I 
bought four new picnic tables for the pool area and 
we threw out a couple of the old rickety, termite-
damaged tables and benches.
 Now to some pictures from this month’s 
construction progress.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com
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Progress Report: April

Apr 10: More hand digging for the entry.

Apr 21: Imagine --  Lights!

Mar 23: Footer pits for support beams filled. Mar 27: New dishwasher!

Apr 6:  Digging out the front steps area -- by hand!

Apr 20:  Drain line repaired due to severe clogging!
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ON A SIDE NOTE, OUR 
JUNIOR PROGRAM was not 
deterred by Adult National 
matches on Sunday.  There were 
14 junior practicing from 7:30-
9a before the Adult National 
finals began.  The tournament 

players watched our juniors with interest, and 
gave the kids high praise for showing up so 
early to practice.
  MBBC had a number of juniors play in the 
LABC Chinese New Year tournament.  LABC 
held both an adult tournament and a junior 
tournament simultaneously, juggling everyone 
around on 16 courts.  Michael Fabis had the 
marathon match of our juniors.  He played U-9 
doubles with Garrett Tan, and they beat their 
opponents in a 3 game match that lasted 49 
minutes!  At the end of the day, Michael won 
2nd place in both U-9 mixed and boys’ doubles.  
 Cindy and Aaron continued their winning 
ways, taking 1st place in U-11 mixed.  Cindy 
also played up an age bracket to pair with 
Candace Wong for a silver in U-13 girls’ 
doubles.  Erika landed in the 3/4 spot of U-11 
singles.  Our U-15 event was busy all weekend.  
Eric took the 3/4 spot in singles.  Moose 
and Lulu won 1st place mixed doubles, and 
Lulu and Marin won the girls’ doubles event.  
Kelly Trinh won the 3/4 spot in U-17 singles.  
Audrey M. paired with Yun Chiang for third 
place in U-17 girls’ doubles.  Our juniors 
continue to improve & show the badminton 
world that we are more than just a beach 
volleyball town!
  Some of our juniors spent their Spring Break 
at MBBC Badminton Camp.  Coach Andres 
Corpancho from Peru worked with the kids 
every day.  They spent time not only on our 
courts, but conditioning in the pool and on the 
beach.  The kids learned some new drills and 
had the chance to play against a world class 
player.  Coach Corpancho emphasized warming 
up and cooling down to prevent injuries, and 

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

both Yoshi & Moose reported that by the end 
of the week, they could stretch much further 
than prior to camp.
  The next tournament our players have their 
sights on is the Super Regional Tournament 
being held May 22-25 in Pomona.  It is the 
largest of the ranking tournaments and will 
have over 300 participants playing in U-11 
through U-19 events.
  SAVE THE DATE:  SATURDAY, JUNE 
13TH.  We will be holding a breakfast for our 
juniors before practice.  We will be thanking 
our supporters, and presenting awards to some 
of our juniors.
 

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
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ALL MEMBERS – ALERT!!!  When 
the construction is done, it’s time for 
some FUN!  (Yes…that rhymes)
Mark the calendars (June 6 – Noon), 
look for the Paperless Post – coming 
to your email in the 2 weeks, and 
get ready for Tacos, Tequilas, and 

the ever famous Margarita Machine, will be It’s time 
to celebrate the new club!!
 New members, New Club feel – But always a 
great time to Party!!
 Respond early, save the date and get ready 
to Fiesta!!  Your chairperson for this event is 
Stephanie Schwartz….reach out and volunteer.  
It’s a blast!!

SEIS DE JUNIO SIGN UP HERE.

See you all at the New MBBC!

 Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

Upcoming Dates:

May 1 Fri Nite Tournament 
7:30-9:30 

May 16  Work Day 
8 am - noon

May 19 Semi Annual Meeting
3:00 - 7:30  

Jun 6 SAVE the Date
Seis de Seis Party

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054faaab2da57-seis

