
By Peter Steinbroner

THE ORIGINAL COURT BUILDING WAS BUILT IN 1940.   
It was dark, dusty and drafty as the outside walls were covered 
with brown wood 
shingles.   The three 
courts were not big 
enough for the number 
of people who played, 
especially all the juniors 
who had to take turns 
sitting on the bench, 
waiting their turn to 
play one...maybe two 
games.   There was even 
a balcony which was off 
limits to juniors. 
 By the mid 1960’s, 
the court building was 
showing it’s age.  That’s 
when the MBBC board, 
over opposition by some 
members, finally pushed 
through a plan to build 
a lounge, bathrooms, 
downstairs bbq kitchen 
area and five new 
Badminton courts. 
 Demolition on the  
courts began in late 1968  
by Jack Bushman, a local  
contractor and dedicated  
MBBC member. 
 My father and I drove by the Club often, watching construction 
of the new building  as it slowly took shape.   First...a new cement 
foundation was poured.  Next a wooden frame was built and 
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Aerial view of the Manhattan Beach Badminton Club, circa 1960, 
before the present day courts were built.  Note Live Oak Park and 
the railroad tracks! 
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finally the roof was completed in March 
1969.   
 Here’s a small footnote in the history 
of MBBC. As I recall, within a day of 
the roof’s completion, my father told 
me to grab my racket and a feather 
bird.   We drove up to the new court 
building.  Just four bare walls, cement 
floor littered with debris and boxes of 
construction material.  Sneaking inside, 
we stood there a moment and my dad 
said, “Okay...hit the bird.”   As I struck 
the shuttle, he took a picture.   It was 
not a big deal at the time but consider 
how many millions of shuttlecocks have 
been hit on our courts, the moment was 
captured on film.
 It would be several more months 
before the outside walls were completed, 
wooden floors installed and a fresh coat 
of paint added. 
 One year later in March 1970, 
MBBC hosted the 24th National Junior 
Championships and showed off the new 
courts which are considered one of the 
best Badminton facilities in the world.
 

Peter Steinbroner hits the first birdie inside the new MBBC courts 
in 1969.
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HAPPY ST PAT’S DAY EVERYONE. 
Hope the luck of the Irish headed 
your way. I also hope that you all 
found the perfect gift for someone at 
our White Elephant/Rummage Sale! 

   ...Congratulations to Donna 
Gibbs (her 13th year) and Mary 

Kay Kelly (several years) and their terrific 
committee for making the Rummage Sale and Wine 
Tasting event a tremendous success. 
 They set a record in making a profit of 
$3900 for the Juniors. By the way, Donna does 
this because she cares deeply about 
the Club and the Junior Program. She 
receives no work day credits and has 
not needed any for the 13 years she 
has volunteered to chair this event. 
A big thanks again to Donna and 
everyone else involved in this project. 
 The pool was drained and the walls 
cleaned this past week and you now 
have a very clean and beautiful pool in 
which to swim.  The weather, even though 
it’s March, is acting much like summer and that 
means it’s pool and BBQ time.  Come on up and 
enjoy.
 The Party Survey was sent out by Lynn, our 
Communications Chair, in early March and we 
received a good response to our questions in 
the survey. Mike Whitcombe, our Entertainment 
Chair, will be reviewing the results of the survey 
in his article. We wanted to get some feeling for 
our member’s interest in attending, serving on a 
committee or chairing an event and the survey has 
definitely helped. Many thanks to all of you who 
participated. 

A message from the President
PAT JOHNSON

 The 18th Street remodeling project is continuing 
to move forward and John Kravec will bring you 
up to speed in his article. Incidentally, John is a 
Past President and needs no workday credits. He 
spends countless hours in an effort to make this 
Club better because he cares. He is also working on 
replacing the pool cover which needs to be in place 
prior to the construction. 
 Speaking of caring for Club with no work 
day credits, Peter Steinbroner, another Past 
President, is doing double duty in chairing both 
the Junior and Senior Badminton programs while 

Bob Alexander is out of town for a couple of 
months. Peter also volunteered to oversee 
the recent painting of gym ceiling. The 
paint now matches the walls and makes 
it very easy to see the shuttlecock. The 
old plants on the North side of the gym 
were recently replaced by more practical 
succulents and yes, this was another 

project chaired by Peter. 
 The reasons that our Club has lasted 
and thrived over the past 75+ years are 

many, but none of this would be possible without 
all the people that really cared. 
 Remember to keep on dancing and “CARE”.  

  Pat
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

“. . . none of this would be 
possible without all the people 

that really cared.”
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE 100+ VOLUNTEERS who 
helped make the past Junior 
fundraising events possible.  
Donna Gibbs and Mary Kay 
Kelly staged record breaking 
collections, and provided a boost 

to our Junior program.   
 Special thanks to all of the wine tasters at the 
White Elephant/Wine tasting event.  We viewed 
and uncorked nearly 80 bottles of great wine, 
with over 30 juried.  Great fun.  Try to make it 
next year if you missed this one.
 A great party, thank you again Donna and 
Mary Kay.

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

MEMBERSHIP
Resignations:
• Michael and Stacy Durand

New Provisional members and families:
• Owen Murray and  Charmaine Cosky
• Amy and David Brantly
• Kim Antley
  
  All for now,

 Gary
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com  

Committee members modeling some White Elephant “finds”.  
Circa ???

“ I’d like to thank the members who 
brought up their treasures.   
 
The Rummage Sale would not 
happen if the club members didn’t 
contribute.  The White Elephant, 
Silent Auction, Wine tasting Party,  
would not happen if it wasn’t for 
the Rummage Sale.   
 
So it all begins with the club 
members.  The dedicated 
committee members need to be 
congratulated for the many hours 
spent on pre sale duties.   
 
And a big thanks to those who 
came out to fill the shifts to sort, 
price, haul, clean, scrub, and 
organize.  Fun, friendship & hard 
work was had by all.” 
 
 —  Donna Gibb 

Rummage Sale Chair
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WE HAVE GOTTEN OUR SECOND 
ROUND OF BIDS FOR THE 18TH 
ST ENTRANCE.  The bids were 
ranged from $250,000 to $270,000.  
We are working with the lower 
bidder to make sure the job is fully 
understood and defined to avoid 

cost growth once we start the project.  In addition, 
since we are going to be adding an incline (low 
slope ramp - to meet American Disabilities Act) to 
the lobby entry from the parking lot we are looking 
to solve the drain problem at that entrance now, 
rather than ignore it and continue to have drainage 
problems.
 The Executive Committee, the full Facilities 
Committee and the Board have approved our 
approach for the 18th St project.  We will be 
coming to the membership and asking for an 
increase to the spending limit for the 18th St 
Entrance construction.  
 It has been a challenging effort to balance 
our goals of safety, security, aesthetics, and low 
maintenance with a reasonable price but I think we 
have done so and are ready to move ahead with 
the construction.
 In line with the pending demolition and 
construction, we have been looking at refurbishing 
or replacing our pool cover.  After getting bids for 
both refurbishment and replacement, the board 
approved buying a new pool cover.  It turns out 
that for only slightly more than refurbishing, we 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

are buying a new cover.  That is worthwhile since 
even the parts that could have been retained were 
showing corrosion from the severe environment 
they operate in.  
 The new cover will have an upgraded drive 
system and fully meet all city requirements.  In 
addition, after partially disassembling the pool 
cover bench to reduce its weight so we could move 
it off the cover, we found extensive corrosion that 
would require much more than the anticipated 
replacement of the base channels of the metal 
frame and restoring the (extremely heavy) 
synthetic wood surface boards.  The MBBC Board 
also voted to replace the cover bench with a new 
composite bench.
 A reminder:  Even though we are a private club, 
we are required to meet commercial requirements, 
the same as hotels and other businesses, not just 
home standards.  This is frustrating to many of 
us but it is a reality we have to live with. That 
means that remodels or construction that you 
could do at your house may not be acceptable for 
MBBC, because we have to meet the commercial 
standards such as ADA.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

 “It has been a challenging effort to balance 
our goals of safety, security, aesthetics, and 

low maintenance with a reasonable price . . .”
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HELLO, FROM BANGKOK.  I am 
writing from afar on news about the 
sport that is the raison d’être of the 
Manhattan Beach Badminton Club: 
Badminton.  

 This years All England Tournament just 
ended March 9, 2014.  The All England Open 
Badminton Championships, or simply All England, 
is one of the world’s oldest and most prestigious 
badminton tournaments.  The tournament was first 
successfully organized in 1899 and has run ever 
since with the only interruptions resulting from 
World War I and World War II.
 The All England match of interest for me was 
men’s singles.  Lee Chong Wei from Malaysia won 
in two games over Chen Long.  Chen Long is a 
brilliant Chinese player who has beaten Lee before 
and in fact beat him recently.  Chen was the winner 
of the All England in 2013.  
 However, it was Lee Chong Wei’s night to win the 
All England for the third time.  His last two wins 
were back-to-back in 2010 and 2011.  Lee Chong 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Bob Alexander

Wei is now 31 years of age so we should not expect 
to see him playing that much longer.  He has had 
an extraordinary career.
 The Thai woman singles player, Ratchanok 
Intanon (Thai: born 5 February 1995), we all had 
great hopes for suffered an injury and did poorly in 
the semifinals. 
 Hope to be back stateside soon and again play 
badminton with all my friends.  An additional 
benefit of playing in Southern California is the 
climate.  The blistering heat we have here 
in Southeast Asia is debilitating by itself but 
when playing on a court that doesn’t have air 
conditioning well, it’s tantamount to Lawrence 
crossing Sinai. 
 Play often!

 Bob
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
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THE JUNIOR PROGRAM is doing 
really well...attendance is up and a 
team of kids traveled to San Diego 
for the Dave Freeman tournament 
which held a junior division 
tournament in conjunction with the 
main draw.

 Our kids did really well and to show our 
appreciation, the Junior Fund provided our team 
players with custom shirts.
 More info about upcoming events can be found 
on TeamSnap.

        Peter
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Instructor members:
Monday - Sue Dommeyer, Daniel Tai
Tuesday - Yuko Kawasaki, Dean Schoppe
Wednesday - Jo Labor
Thursday - Dean Schoppe
Friday (4-6 pm) - Curt Dommeyer
Saturday (10 am-1 pm) - Wei Tang, Gerry 
Mei, Susana Zhong
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GREETINGS ALL SHUTTLECOCK 
ENTHUSIASTS AND PARTY 
PARTICIPANTS.  Now that we 
have had our 3 days of rain and the 
clocks have moved forward….looks 
like Winter is officially over and it’s 
time to start thinking about the 
Spring and Summer seasons ahead.  

 Helping us get started on that path was a recent 
survey to better learn about what was on your 
mind for parties at the club.  First off, big round 
of thanks to our ever effective, ever efficient  and 
always on it communication chair Lynn O’Connell 
for organizing a great survey, and second a big 
thanks to all the respondents for putting forth 
excellent ideas and suggestions on what they would 
like to see to keep the club fun.  
 There was a high degree of participation for 
those that would like to be on a party planning 
committee and several stepped up to be a party 
chair.   This is exactly what the club needs to foster 
that club spirit.
 A couple themes emerged from the Survey.  
About 7 - 9 events per year were manageable; 
beginning and end of Summer parties (with 
Margaritas) was highly desired; Casino Night needs 
to be brought back; Annual Holiday Party is a crowd 
favorite but work with the theme a little and Pool 
parties in the summer need to happen.  OK….these 
will be addressed and more information to follow 
next month and discussed in greater detail at the 
Annual Meeting in May!
 The next great party event to put on the 
calendar is Catorce de Junio (June 14th).  This is 
a delayed Cinco de Mayo and merger of the new 
member social, beginning of Summer blow-out and 
Margarita’s come to Manhattan.  Don’t miss this!  
Next on the list will be a Pool Party in July….movies, 
celebrate World Cup and perhaps have a Food Truck 
in the parking lot.  We have willing chairs were the 
ideas will be fully fleshed out by the May meeting.  
It is an exciting time to be part of MBBC, stay 
tuned for more and get involved in the fun.

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

It is an exciting time to be 
part of MBBC, stay tuned 
for more and get involved 

in the fun!

 If interested in learning more or have 
a question….please send an email to Mike 
Whitcombe (xxicdboy@mac.com)

Catorce de Junio . . . . . . . . .June 14, 2014
Movies at the Pool . . . . . . . .July 2014
Labor Day Margaritas  . . . . .September 1, 2014
White Elephant/Rummage . .March 2015
Kid’s Halloween Party  . . . . .October 2014
Casino night . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD
Holiday Party  . . . . . . . . . . .December  2014
Kid’s Xmas Party . . . . . . . . .December 17, 2014

  Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com
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AS THE BOARD CHAIRS HAVE 
ACKNOWLEDGED throughout 
this newsletter, this Club owes a 
lot to its caring, hard-working, 
dedicated members.
   Our first-ever online survey 
garnered 85 responses and 

many great party and entertainment ideas. 
Mike and his committees will put these into 
play over the next few months. Thank you for 
taking the time to respond. 
 If you have any Club related questions, 
comments, suggestions. Or, simply would like 
to share some news with us, please feel free to 
send it along!

Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

Upcoming Dates:

Mar 28  Friday Night Tournament 
7:30-9:30

Apr 12  Work Day 
8 am-noon

Apr 19  Boots & Beaus Square 
Dance (See pgs. 10, 11)

Ongoing:   Beginner Junior lessons  
Every Mon and Wed  
6-8 pm

MBBC VOLLEY

Q:  Rather than spending $45,000 on a hot tub 
or $350,000 on a new entrance, the board 
should spend $50,000 on freshening up 
the club house and the pool area with new 
windows and furniture. That would make 
me want to spend more time at the club.

A:  Yes, spending $50,000 on new windows and 
furniture would make the pool area look 
better . . . for a while. 
 
But it won’t solve the safety and security 
issues with the club entry. The old mortared 
rock retaining walls are cracking.  The 
concrete walk to the entrance has a steep 
slope and exposed aggregate that is 
slippery when wet. The termites continue 
multiplying in our wooden fences. 
 
We need to fix the basic structure or the 
surface cosmetic changes will soon decay 
because they are not based on a sound, 
sustainable base. 
 
In addition, even though we are a private 
club, we are required to meet commercial 
requirements, the same as hotels and other 
businesses. When we got approval for our 
new Spa we promised the city that we 
would add wheelchair access (an Americans 
with Disabilities Act requirement). When we 
redo the 18th St Entrance, we will meet this 
requirement. 
 
The 18th St Entrance is the most major 
effort the club has faced in more than 50 
years.  Rather than continue to band aide 
problems and still face a major effort in 
the future, we are addressing the issues 
in a manner that will improve the quality 
of the club in the near term and for a 
long time into the future.  Yes, we will be 
spending a significant amount of money 
refurbishing our entrance, but we believe 
that we have struck a balance between our 
goals of safety, security, aesthetics, and low 
maintenance with a reasonable budget that 
the club can handle without changing its 
role, character, or dues structure. 
 
—  John Kravec 

New Construction Chair



A p r i l  i n  P a r i s  
from mbbcsquaredance@verizon.net 

 
Hello MBBC club members – it’s been a few months since the last party I put 
together…  so it’s time a for a new one.   I guarantee this will be different… I 
am getting the full support of the Boots and Bows Square Dance Club, who 
are very grateful for to the club for helping them find a venue for their 58th 
Anniversary party and they will be doing all the decorations and paying for 
the entertainment.   Unlike some of the other parties I have put together, this 
will be a full on square dance, with a national level caller by the name of 
Buddy Weaver.  He hails out of San Diego and is coming up for this dance.  
He is truly one of the top callers around and has a great singing voice.  If you 
would like a small preview, go to his web site where he has music – for 
instance click on this link to listen to “That’s Amore”.  The square dance club 
is bearing the cost of the caller and of the round dance cuer as well as 
providing the food.   So – for $12 you get a full dinner and get to listen to 
some great music and the club makes some money.   Zena Beaulieu will be 
cueing the rounds… and what are those you ask… “Rounds” are a form of 
choreographed ballroom dancing, like two-step, waltz, jive, cha cha… if you 
don’t know the choreography, you can still just do ballroom dancing and 
have a great time.  The way it works is that square dancing and rounds 
alternate… you basically get two ball room dances in between two square 
dance tips.  So you get to eat, listen to a great caller, and dance… and the 
entire $12 that you pay at the door will go to the club.  I should warn you, 
about the only thing that you won’t do is drink alcohol as square dancing is 
generally a dry activity, but some of you might actually like to come to a dry 
party.  Like I said, you pay at the door, but it would be nice if I had a heads 
up as to how many of you will be coming, to make sure we have enough 
food, so if you can please send me an email at 
mbbcsquaredance@verizon.net. 
 
So see you at the dance…. 
~phil alfandary 




