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2014 JUNIOR NATIONALS

THE 2014 JUNIOR NATIONALS 
were held in the Los Angeles 
Badminton club located in El Monte.  
 There were 418 entrants in 50 
draws covering 25 events.  22 
badminton clubs from around the 
country were represented, with MBBC 
sending a team of nine.  
 Adrian, Cindy, Denzil, Eric M., 
Kelly, Lulu, Moose, Sam, and 
Yoshi bravely weathered their 

qualification matches and main draw 
events.  Coaches Wei Zhong and 
Dean Schoppe were courtside for the 
matches and got all the kids putting 
forth their best efforts.  
 While we didn’t bring home any 
hardware from this event, the team 
had a chance to see a new level of 
junior badminton.  Training for next 
year’s event in Florida has already 
commenced!

Congrats
Adrian, Cindy,  
Denzil, Eric M.,  
Kelly, Lulu, 
Moose, Sam, 
and Yoshi...Dean coaching Yoshi & Yamani (Boston) 

in their U17 girls doubles.
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•  Are you interested in a fun international 
experience for the entire family?  

•  Would you like to support our Club’s 
Junior program?  

•  AND would you like to receive workday 
credits without leaving the comfort of 
your own home?  

 Volunteer to host players or referees for this 
summer’s Junior International Tournament July 
28 to August 3
 The good news is that you don’t have to go to 
the airport.  The Junior Committee is responsible 
for picking up the kids from the airport and 
bringing them to the Club.   The only driving you 
have to do is to pick up your players from MBBC 
then make sure they get to and from the Club at 
the appropriate times.  If you live close enough 
for them to walk or ride a bike, even better.  All 
you need to do is show them the way to MBBC.  
 Breakfast is the only meal you have to supply 
but feel free to include the kids with your family 
for dinner or any other meal.  You’ll find that 
they are typically very polite, courteous and 
neat.  After all, they want to come back.  

 In addition to the workday credits, you and 
your family are also invited to join us at the 
adult and junior parties with the coaches and 
players that is held Saturday night.  When 
the tournament is  over, all you have to do is 
return the kids to the Club and we’ll make sure 
they get to the airport for their flights.  How 
easy is that!
 For more details and to sign up for this 
unique experience, please contact 
Noelle Merritt 310-545-8833 or 
nmerritt@alum.mit.edu    

 As one host family said after the tournament 
last year, 

“Even though they only stayed with us 
for a week - strong bonds form - and 
we truly made friends for life!”
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GREETINGS, WITH THE 
SUMMER MONTHS IN FULL 
SWING and lots of activity at the 
club, I would like to remind you once 
again that we are a collaborative orga-
nization, including your participation 

in clean- up after you, your guests, your kids or your 
family visit the club. 
 We will be experiencing heavy use of the 
pool, the courts and the kitchens, especially on 
weekends, and I want to encourage you to spend 
some time cleaning up after yourselves before you 
depart.
 On a daily basis we are finding unclaimed food 
items, tabletops not cleaned and wiped down, 
spills of all kinds around the pool and dishes 
not scrubbed or clean in the kitchens, especially 
downstairs.
 Our core of volunteers during their periodic visits 
are doing their best to keep all areas clean and free 
from the invasion of insects and rodents, but we 
cannot accomplish the basic cleaning tasks without 
your attention to detail.  Please, stop and clean up 
a mess when it happens.
 The club provides brooms dust pans and clean 
up towels nearby. I would like to encourage you to 
make a final assessment of your visit and do a little 
clean-up before you depart the club.
 Enjoy your summer at the club, and let’s keep it 
clean!

   Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy

There is no cleaning 
crew that follows your 

visits to The Club.

Let’s all pitch in!
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DURING THE LAST COUPLE OF 
MONTHS WE LOST a few Regular 
and Provisional members. 
   In June we held our first 
orientation and we were able to fill 
those spots in our Regular openings 
positions. We are also planning to 

schedule another orientation to fill openings in 
our Provisional membership in the next couple of 
weeks.
 All work day credits for the last year have been 
updated. July 1 starts the new work day credit year 
so be sure and look for future dates to volunteer at 
work days and events.
 Now that summer is here let’s enjoy the club 
with our family and friends. Please remember that 

A message from the Vice President
Gene Harbeck

we need to be good neighbors and keep the 
noise levels down especially in the evenings. 
Remember to sign in your guests and think 
safety first. See you at the club!
 

Gene
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com

I AM EXCITED TO SERVE AS THE 
MBBC TREASURER for this year! 
I’d like to thank Mike Revell for 
his assistance and guidance in the 
transition period. 
   With the unanticipated court 
repairs, 18th Street entrance 

project, and deferred maintenance items, we need 
to take control over our finances. 
 This is one of the reasons one of my first tasks 
is following up on past due receivables — a really 
great way to make friends!
 I encourage those of you who have not already 
signed up for automatic withdrawal of dues to sign 
up. The form is on the website here (look for link 
there to “Auto Payment Withdrawal Authorization”). 

A message from the Treasurer
Terence Tchen

Everyone’s participation in this helps keeps the 
Club’s finances strong anand healthy!
 

Terence
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com
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A WORKDAY WAS HELD 
SATURDAY, JULY 12, but no one 
showed up, so I ventured over to 
the courts and tried my hand at 
doubles with some of our better 
players who regularly show up 
Saturday mornings. 

 To spare your House Chair any future 
embarrassment, please consider attending 
our next club workday, Saturday, August 9. 
(Actually, I teamed up with our new Treasurer, 
Terence Tchen, and managed to win one game.)
    The attentive observer will note that we are 
missing one picnic table from the pool area. 
The Board approved removal of the old, termite 
infested, round, red table. When I showed up for 
the workday, it was already gone! Apparently, 
the termites finished it off for breakfast. Actually, 
Dean Schoppe helped me toss the table, but not 
before I got to take a ball-peen hammer to it. I 
also got to use a power drill to fix the kickstand 
on the women’s locker room door. See what you 
are missing by not attending workdays?
    Regarding the calendar, our club recently 
hosted the Sandpiper Juniors new membership 
meeting. They did a great job setting up, 
following the parking guidelines, and cleaning 
up when they were finished. The next big item 
on the calendar is the Junior International 
Tournament from July 29-August 4. The courts 
are in great shape, and the white sound board 
that was recently put up was painted green to 
match the rest of the walls. In my four years 
attending the MBBC, I can’t recall the courts 
looking any better, so thanks to all who 
helped out with the painting and court 
repairs.

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 Next Workday: 
Saturday, August 9th

8am-12 pm. 

Please be sure to RSVP to 
house@mbbadmintonclub.com
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 I CONTACTED ALL FIVE 
CONTRACTORS THAT WERE 
RECOMMENDED from the May 
membership meeting.  However, 
several of the contractors declined 
to bid on our 18th St Project 
because the effort is too small for 

them or it is not their area of work.  However I 
met with two general contractors from the list that 
seem quite good and both are preparing bids for 
our project.  I hope to have the bids by the end of 
the month and then the Executive Committee will 
proceed with the selection.
 The Project Financing Committee met with 
representatives from two banks interested in 
lending us the money for the 18th St Entrance.  We 
will make a decision on the funding source when 
we pick our contractor and have our winning bid.
 I trained one more lap swimmer on the operation 
of the pool cover.  While I was showing her the 
cover operation, I noticed the cover vibrating more 
than usual when closing, so I contacted Riviera Pool 
Covers and the owner came and serviced the cover.  
It needed the lead bar bolts re-torqued (actually 
loosened), lead bar guides and pulleys lubricated 
with WD-40, and debris washed from the track.  He 
recommended the lubrication and track washing as 
monthly maintenance.
 Among minor things, I recoated the top of the 
teak tables with teak oil and bought a new hose 
for the pool.  When I was re-oiling the table tops, 
and several other times at the club, I found sticky 
mess on the teak tables.  Remember, we are a 
participatory club with Coach as our only employee.  
While Coach does look after the club, it is not in 
his duties to clean the tables.  So if you leave the 
tables sticky and messy, they will not get cleaned 
until the next user gets grossed out by it, or at 
the next workday.  So please, before you leave, 
wipe off any mess on your table with a sponge 
or wet paper towels from the downstairs 
kitchen.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

18th Street Project is 
moving along...
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GOOD NEWS . . . WORLD 
SPORTS CHANNEL HAS BEEN 
BROADCASTING BADMINTON 
including the Indonesian Open, 
Australian Open and hopefully, 
this channel (309 on my TV) will 
continue showing these events as 

it’s a delight to watch watching the game played at 
top flight level.
 In the meantime, our very own MBBC Playing 
Member Matt Fogarty has been  traveling 
internationally, competing in the Victor Dutch 
International in Holland and in the Peru 
International.  He and his partner, Bjorn Sequin 
have done quite well and are currently ranked 
number 2 for the United States.    Matt and his 
partner recently played in the Canadian Open, 
coming up short against the number 4 seeded team 
from France.  
 Matt and his partner are currently ranked in 
the top 100 doubles team in the world.  They will 
compete in the U.S. Open Championships in New 
York this week.   We wish him good luck and the 
only advice we can give is get to 21 before the 
other guys!
 In other news....the Board has debated and 
voted on doing away with the two tiered court fees 
system.   This has resulted in some confusion by 
members.   Starting August 1st, all guests will be 
charged $10, regardless of what time they come 
and play.
 A reminder, sign in your guests before they step 
on the courts and only three guests at a time...no 
drop-ins allowed.
 See you on the courts.

Peter
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Starting August 1st,  
all guests will be charged 
$10, regardless of what 
time they come and play

Reminder: 
Sign in your guests before 
they step on the courts!
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THE MBBC JUNIOR 
INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
IS COMING AT US with astonishing 
speed.  The courts look gorgeous 
and are ready to host our 
international guests at the best 
badminton facility in the country!   

 We are still trying to fill some volunteer spots for 
this tremendous event, so please check the bulletin 
boards and sign up to help where you can.  This 
event runs smoothly year after year because of 
YOU!
 If you would like to see the junior practice 
schedule and events, please e-mail me so I can 
add you to the TeamSnap calendar we are 
utilizing to blast our information to our interested 
parties.

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

The MBBC Junior 
International 

Tournament is 
July 28-Aug 3. 

Volunteers still 
needed.

Sign up sheets  
in the lobby!

These flags represent the countries that have participated in the  
Junior International Tournaments. Can you name them all?
Send your answers to shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

NAME THAT COUNTRY...
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Upcoming Dates:

July 25 Friday night tournament
  7:30 - 9:30
July 28-
Aug 3   Junior International 

Tournament
Aug 9  August work day
  8:00 - noon

WANTED &
NEEDED...

YOU!

We are in immediate need of:

PHOTOGRAPHER to cover the Jr Int’l 
Tournament

HANDY-PERSON to help with small 
maintenance work.

PARKING MONITOR to help direct parking 
during Club events.

Earn your work day credits by sharing 
your skills with The Club! Let us know what 
position YOU would like! 

Contact house@mbbadmintonclub.com


