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MBBC Juniors News Update
THE JUNIOR PROGRAM HAS BEEN 
RE-ENERGIZED with a lot of new 
faces, enthusiastic young players and 
new instructor members who try and 
keep up with all that energy. 

•  A team from MBBC is playing at the 
Dave Freeman Tournament in San 
Diego this month where they have 
added a junior level division. Good 
luck and have fun!

•  We have added TeamSnap as a 
way to communicate to all our 
players, parents and instructor 
members.  If you have not signed 
up for this...please ask Yuko for the 
link and stay tuned for the latest 
tournament news.

•  Mira Costa Badminton has begun 
training on our courts as the new 
season is about to get underway.  

•  Preparations are under way 
for the Junior International 
Tournament which is less then six 
months away.  

•  Coming up next month...the 
Rummage Sale/White Elephant 
Silent Auction with all proceeds 
going to the Junior Fund.  

 Thank you for supporting the 
Junior Fund with all donations tax 
deductible.

Peter Steinbronner
Junior Chairman

Continued...
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HAPPY VALENTINES DAYS 
EVERYONE. Hope you all survived 
Super Bowl Sunday and are now 
back on your diet with your New 
Year’s Resolutions firmly in place. It 
wasn’t much of a game  unless you 
were cheering for Seattle in which 

case it was a “Great Game”. Congratulations Sea 
Hawks. 
 The Club’s calendar is starting to fill up and 
updates will be put on the bulletin 
board in the Club’s lobby during the 
month.  
 Please make note and plan 
to attend the Wine Tasting and 
Rummage Sale that will take place 
on March 7th & 8th at the club. 
 Many thanks to Peter Steinbroner 
for overseeing the painting of the 
Gym ceiling and the refurbishing of 
our smoke and heat detectors. The 
Board has also approved the painting 
of the court floors within the next 
few weeks.  John Kravec has been 
working hard on our 18th street and 
pool cover projects to bring these 
endeavors to fruition in the near future.  John, 
thank you for all you are doing for the Club.
 In our last Board meeting, the subject of 
maintenance work days came up, as it always does, 
and we noted that perhaps during the so called 
slow months of the Club (November through April), 
our work days should be held every other month 
instead of monthly.  Our last scheduled work day in 
January had one person show up. The final decision 
will be up to the House Chair and you will be 
notified ahead of time as to whether or not a work 
day has been scheduled. 

A message from the President
PAT JOHNSON

 Our Communications Chair, Lynn O’Connell, will 
be sending via e-mail, our “Party Survey” in which 
we hope to get a better understanding of what the 
Club would like to see in the “Party Department”. 
Just remember, “Your wish is the Board’s 
Command”, within reason that is. Please take a 
moment to fill in the blanks and e-mail the survey 
back to Lynn. Many thanks in advance for helping. 
 In terms of the “History of the Club”, your 
last lesson left off in the year 1953. We now jump 

to the year 1959 where the practice 
of awarding a Club Blazer Jacket with 
insignia to the outgoing presidents was 
established. In 1960, the Club was 
honored by the American Badminton 
Association with the award of the 1960 
Junior Nationals. The Club hosted 
the event and it was an outstanding 
success. In 1960 and 1961, the Club 
constructed a fully equipped part 
cabana and triple BBQ on the site of 
the then volleyball court at the south 
end of the pool. A new volleyball 
court was then built on the west side 
of the Club property which is now 
the children’s play yard.  In 1962, 

the members approved the creation of the Future 
Building Fund Program, which was a 10 year effort 
to provide funds for the replacement of the original 
court building and lounge.
 More lessons to follow. Have a great February. 
  

  Pat
president@mbbadmintonclub.com
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REGARDING MEMBERSHIP, 
..We have recently oriented 
several new families to introduce 
as prospective members in the 
near future, as openings arise.  
At our last board meeting we 
were introduced to and accepted 

these new provisional members,
• Terence Tchen and Emily Breckenridge
• Steve and Shiney Thomas    
• Victor and Julie Arizpe
 I am working with Cecily to keep you 
posted regarding your workday status, and I 
am posting the Workday Status report on the 

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

bulletin board in the lobby  on a monthly basis for 
your review.  
  All for now,

 Gary
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com  

I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 
that one half of the members are 
now paying their dues through the 
ACH “automatic pay” system and 
each month that number keeps 
growing.  Thank you to all who have 
converted!

 The Bookkeeper has brought to my attention, 
that there are approximately 150 members who 
are still receiving their statements via the US Postal 
Service.  
 As cost savings measure I would like to make a 
request to those members receiving their quarterly 
dues statements via USPS, please, consider 
receiving their statements via e-mail, as it would 
save the Club a few hundred dollars each year.  
Thank you!

   Mike
Treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Treasurer
Mike Revell

   Sign up here for 
auto-withdrawal of 

your dues. 
It’s easy for you ... 

and healthy for  
The Club!

http://mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesForms/forms/MBBC_AutoWithdrawal.pdf
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WE ARE STILL IN THE BIDDING 
STAGE WITH THE 18TH ST 
ENTRANCE.  All four bids we 
received were significantly over our 
spending limit.  Two were about 
50% over and the other two were 
more than double our $200,000 

limit.  
 So we identified areas that could be scaled 
back, deferred, or use alternate (less expensive) 
materials, as I mentioned in last month’s 
shuttlecock article.  We reviewed that bids and 
potential areas of reduction and alternate materials 
with the MBBC facilities Committee and then 
requested the two lower bidders identify what could 
be saved by those value engineering efforts.  
 We have gotten one response that results in 
a construction cost of just under $250,000.  The 
other bidder has requested a couple of days 
extension to complete his response.  In addition, 
the highest bidder contacted me to say they are 
still interested.  I sent him the list of proposed 
value engineering areas and encouraged any 
other potential savings ideas but told him that 
their bottom line needed to be in the low to mid 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

$200,000 range to be competitive.  They did not 
respond by the Feb 7 deadline or ask for additional 
time, so they have dropped from the competition.
 While we have not moved as quickly as we 
wanted, we do have a viable path forward, 
although at a moderately higher cost and slightly 
scaled back scope.  But the core of the project 
remains intact and I continue to look forward to 
moving ahead with this major and long overdue 
improvement to the MBBC facilities.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

“We do have a viable path forward...”
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A REMINDER OF OUR 
INSTRUCTOR MEMBERS helping 
Coach with our Junior Team.

 See you on the Courts.

        Peter
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Monday - Sue Dommeyer, Daniel Tai
Tuesday - Yuko Kawasaki, Dean Schoppe
Wednesday - Jo Labor
Thursday - Dean Schoppe
Friday (4-6 pm) - Curt Dommeyer
Saturday (10 am-1 pm) - Wei Tang, Gerry 
Mei, Susana Zhong

WE ARE PLEASED TO REPORT...
PAINTING OF THE COURT 
CEILING which hasn’t been done 
in over 20 years.

This is a big improvement over the 
previous color. 
 There will be no more excuses about losing 
sight of the bird.

Cecily
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the House Chair
Cecily Monahan
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HI EVERYONE!  Looking ahead…
we need everyone to get involved 
and participate in making the fun 
happen.   Please send an email to 
Mike Whitcombe (xxicdboy@mac.
com) about signing up to assist or 
take the lead in chairing a party.  
You get credits, have fun and there 

is nothing more rewarding (ok…maybe there are 
a couple things!!)  Make the club great and get 
involved!
 Please respond to the “Party Survey” that will be 
hitting your email boxes soon!

  Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

Upcoming Dates:

Now  Time to start collecting 
items for the MBBC 
Rummage Sale! 

Feb 28  Friday Night Tournament 
7:30-9:30

Mar 5-8  White Elephant/ 
Rummage Sale

Mar 7  White Elephant/
Rummage Sale Preview 
and Wine Tasting Party

Ongoing:   Beginner Junior lessons  
Every Mon and Wed  
6-8 pm

Check out the  
Rummage Sale 

flyer on page 10!

For questions contact:
marykaykelly@earthlink.net
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MEET OUR NEWEST CLUB 
MEMBERS! 
  Welcome Arizpe, Chen and 
Thomas families!

 

Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

 

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

THE TCHEN FAMILY
“  We are very excited to finally be admitted 

as members to the MBBC! Although we are 
newly admitted members, Terence has been 
a playing member for almost a decade. 
Marin has been a junior member for three 
years and loves playing. Emily and Heather 
are excited for the chance to finally be 
able to use the pool. As we know most of 
the badminton players, we look forward to 
meeting the non-badminton players at the 
various parties and other social events.” 
— Emily 

THE THOMAS FAMILY
Steve and Shiney Thomas live with their 
son, Owen, and his grandparents in Redondo 
Beach. Owen has been a junior player member 
for ~4 years and takes swimming lessons at 
the club. Steve started playing a little more 
than 3 years ago in an attempt to stay in 
shape. He has been a player member for ~1 
year. Shiney has been taking lessons from the 
Coach on and off for almost 12 years. She has 
recently gotten more serious about her game 
and can be seen at the club 3-4 times a week.

THE ARIZPE FAMILY
“ We haven’t played 
Badminton yet, but 
looking forward to 
starting.  We live in 
Hermosa and have 
visited the club several 
times as guests to have 
fun in the pool, though.  
We have a son (8) and 
daughter (7) and look 
forward to having some 
family fun at the club.” 
— Vic 
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IN MEMORIAM

RUBEN MEIJA  
LONG TIME MBBC MEMBER RUBEN MEJIA 
has passed away.  He was an instructor 
member for many years. Along with Wes 
Schoppe, Ruben made our Club the dominant 
team in USA Junior Badminton in the 
1960’s-’80’s, producing numerous National 
Junior Champions.

 Handsome and debonair...Ruben was a 
popular player in the Club...patient with 
beginners learning the game, always fair with 
the demands of Junior players and energetic in 
organizing events promoting Badminton..
 Ruben will be missed. Rest in peace, Ruben.
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