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Merry Xmas, Happy Holidays and 
Party On, Wayne!!
AS WE SET TO CONCLUDE 2014 and 
get ready for another year of fantastic 
events at the club – I have to say it has 
been an honor to serve and watch how 
our members have rallied to end 2014 
on a high note.  
 From the Annual Holiday Party to 
the Kid’s Xmas Party and a couple of 
festive events in between, this has been 
a fabulous December at MBBC.  
 The Holiday Party was nothing short of 
a great time for all those that attended. 
We had drinks, dancing and didn’t run 
out of food in the first 30 minutes.  
The light up bar was back with new bartenders serving some of the finest drinks ever 
imagined – well, the same ones from last year . . . but they seemed to get even better 
a year later.
 The dancing was epic . . . and who needs dancing with the stars when you can dance 
with Lee (Calvert)!  New members, semi-new members and seasoned members all 
mingled and tasted Fine Wines and Pink Cosmos.  We even had over-served members 
chasing some of the Christmas ornaments by the end of the night.
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 When the music finally stopped and it was time to say good night . . . a few brave 
souls stepped up and kept it going just a tad bit longer!!!  That’s when you know 
you have had a great night at the Badminton Club.  OK . . . it did start to get a little 
blurry by that time.
 Thanks to all the volunteers and everyone that participated . . . can’t wait to see 
what next year brings!
– Mike Whitcombe 
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WE WERE FORTUNATE TO HAVE Viktor 
Axelsen, #11 ranked Men’s Singles (in 
the entire world), visit us from Denmark.  
He vacationed in Manhattan Beach for a week 
and thought our club and members were 
fantastic. 
 Some of our juniors got to play with Viktor 
and attempt to return a smash or two.  Coach 
Dave and Coach Dean played an exhibition 
match against Viktor.  The juniors were a 
captive audience throughout the match.  
 After his victory, Viktor was gracious and 
signed shuttles for the kids and took pictures 
with every single kid (and a few parents.)

 
  
 
  

Viktorious!
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YOUR BOARD IS PLEASED IT IS 
AN EXCITING TIME AT MBBC, as 
we prepare to enter our first phase 
of new construction.  John Kravec 
remains on point, working with our 
contractor who is teeing up for the 
courtside entrance renovation.

 Thanks to Mike Whitcombe and his crew for 
producing our enjoyable well attended Christmas 
party.  The food, music and libations were all a hit.  
It was also great to see and chat with many of my 
favorite Club members. 
 We also have a Club Improvement Committee 
working on ideas to help make our Club visits more 
enjoyable.  Bravo! you David, Denise, Kim and 
John spearheading this effort.  The Board looks 
forward to reviewing your recommendations.
 During this holiday season, please be considerate 
of,
Our neighbors.  We are all busy driving around 
attending parties, events and generally spreading 
good cheer.  Please be sensitive to parking and traffic 
congestion around the Club.   Especially when our 
construction begins, when required, we all need to 
make an effort to park west of the Club, and enter 
and exit via Ardmore.
Cleaning up after yourselves.  Steve and Shiney 
Thomas are doing a great job ensuring our Club 
remains clean, and in ship shape.  As you visit and 
use the Club facilities, please try to leave it in better 
shape than when you arrived.
 Enjoy the Holiday Season, and see you at the 
Club!

  Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy
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NOVEMBER WAS ANOTHER 
BUSY month adding additional 
new Provisional members. We 
also moved several existing 
Provisional members to our Regular 
membership category. 5 new 
families attend the December’s 
board meeting on December 2nd 

for Board approval. The following candidates  
were approve for Provisional membership status,  
Chad & Karen Marting  Melanie Ransford & 
Sandi Doell, Diana Giaquinta,  Steve & Tracy 
Giacoma and  Kimberly Johnson. Let make 
shure we welcome the new members to our family.  
 We also had one resent resignation Jen and 
David Oliak the MBBC secretary on the board, we 
wish them all the best and hope to see them back 

A message from the Vice President
Gene Harbeck

at the club sometime in the future.  We have also 
moved several Provisional members in to regular 
membership status to fill our regular membership 
openings.   Please join me in welcoming these new 
members to our club.  Lastly please remember to 
always sign in your guests and think safety first 
when using the club. 
 Have a Merry Christmas and a happy holiday 
season to you and your families!

  Gene  
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com

AS MENTIONED IN LAST 
MONTH’S SHUTTLECOCK, the 
18th Street Entrance project was 
approved by the membership at the 
November semi-annual meeting. 
For those of you who weren’t 
able to attend that meeting, a 

dues increase was also approved to, among other 
things, cover the cost of the loan for this project. 
Beginning with the February 2015 billing cycle, 
here are the new monthly dues:

Regular Members $50.00
Intermediate Associate Members $33.50
Associate Members $25.00
Legacy Members * $50.00
Playing Members $50.00
Junior Playing Members $50.00
Temporary Guest Members $50.00
Provisional Members $50.00
 

A message from the Treasurer
Terence Tchen

*Includes payment to be applied toward Regular 
Membership 
 For those of you who have the MBBC on 
recurring bill pay, please be sure to update your bill 
pay for these amounts.
 We are also in the process of opening new 
accounts with our new lender and bank. Currently, 
they are not set up to be able to process 
membership dues and fines payments via ACH. As 
such, we will continue to have ACH processed at 
our existing bank. 

Terence
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com
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FOUR AND A HALF PEOPLE 
showed up for our December 
workday (one lady is expecting). 
We mainly focused on the kitchens 
and some clean up around the 
pool area. The pool drains that we 
had snaked recently held up nicely 

during our recent heavy rains.
     I want to remind everyone that I’ve placed 
a “kitchen clean-up sign-up sheet” in the 
upstairs kitchen on a clipboard. You can earn 
one half of a workday by cleaning one of the 
two kitchens. Clean both or return and clean 
one again and you can earn a full workday. 
Expectations for the task are listed on the sheet, 
but basically if you can spend 90 minutes to 
2 hours cleaning twice before the end of the 
club year, you can earn a workday on your own 
schedule. Just send me an email when you are 
done so I can grant you credit. I like having the 
clipboard around because it helps me keep track 
of when we need to have the kitchens cleaned.
    The piano that was in need of a costly repair 
was instead given away, but don’t fret, we have 
a member willing to donate their piano to the 
club. She promises me it’s in better shape than 
the old one. We just need to arrange for its safe 
transport to its new home.
    Last month’s Shuttlecock posted a partial list 
of items that we would like to do to spruce up 
the club. If you see something in the list below 
that interests you, let me know. We can arrange 
to have the work done whenever you have time. 
If the job is large enough, we can grant 2 or 
3 workdays, or you can work on a task with a 
friend. 
Here’s the full list:
Tasks Available for Workday Credits
1.  Paint mismatched ceiling tiles to fit in with 

the rest of the ceiling.
2.  Paint conduit to match wall color (multiple 

places).
3.  Paint walls, especially needed in areas where 

paint is chipped.

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 Next Workday: 
Saturday, January 10th  

8am-12 pm

Please be sure to RSVP to 
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

4.  Men’s shower ceiling needs work – 
sanding and more painting…

5.  Refinish wood chairs by pool – sanding 
and staining…

6.  Fix chairs in lounge (similar to what was 
done for the kitchen barstools).

7.  Improve security of back entrance by 
shed. If you are interested, let me know and 
I’ll tell you what this entails. It’s basically 
some elementary carpentry work. 

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com
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Happy Holidays to All!
It will be Happy Holidays for me 
if we can start our 18th St Project 
this year and we are getting close.
We received our updated bids and 
Malibu Pool and Spa went up a 

little bit to $317,000.  They also agreed to replace 
the pool deck drains adjacent to the planned 
construction on the east and north sides of the 
pool.  We recently had the drains rooted out 
again and the plumber said they were damaged 
and full of roots.  KOA restructured their entire 
bid and wound up at $413,000 with an additional 
$63,000 contingency.  So our choice of contractor 
was straightforward.  We spent a little time on 
selecting and refining a contract and laying out 
the schedule.  We also started working with 
Premier Bank of Palos Verdes to finalize our loan 
and set up a means for progress payments to our 
contractor.  This all took a little bit more time but 
we felt it was worth doing right.
 As a reminder, we are doing the project in two 
phases to assure that one entrance remains open 
at all times, to maintain club operations.  Phase 
1 is the East (parking lot) Entrance and Phase 
2 is the largest part of the project, the actual 
18th St Entrance.  The contractor was ready to 
start Phase 1 on Dec 8, but the bank asked to 
hold off construction until the loan appraisal was 
complete.  We now hope to start on Dec 15.  The 
parking lot entrance will be closed from Dec 15 
until Phase 1 construction is complete in mid to 
late Jan.  
 I also met with our neighbors behind the club to 
inform them of our upcoming construction and get 
their feedback.  Their main concerns were that 
they want the new vinyl fence to be level, rather 
than slope along our inclined walkway and they 
want the fence higher, so kids aren’t throwing 
things over the fence into their yards.  I met with 
our contractor, Gary Humecke, of Malibu pool and 
Spas, and we agreed on some minor changes that 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

should meet the neighbors’ concerns.
 When we re-open the East Entrance in Jan, we 
will close the 18th St Entrance and start on Phase 
2.  That will be the major part of our construction 
and is scheduled to complete by early May 2015.  
So I hope to have our grand opening ceremony at 
our May Membership Meeting.
 Ho, Ho, Ho!

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

We hope to have 
our grand opening 

ceremony at our 
May Membership 

Meeting!
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IT’S BEEN AN EXCITING 
MONTH FOR BADMINTON...
FIRST OF ALL...
congratulations to Cho Ei....who 
has been crowned as our new 
InterClub Champion...Cho is a 
fun player to watch and super 

nice guy.   The competition was fierce this year 
as he built a comfortable lead and cruised to 
victory (yours truly came in second again which 
means no champion has won a second time)....
so starting in January...we start all over again.
 Come join the fun on the last Friday of the 
month.....$10 buys you four games plus dinner.   
Players of all levels are welcome as this even is 
more social and fun then serious and intense...
sometimes.
 Also seen on our courts recently....Viktor 
Axelsen, 2010 World Junior Singles Champion 
who this year reached the semi-finals, winning 
bronze medal at the BWF World Championships 
held in his native country of Denmark. 
 The Grand Prix Championships at OCBC 
were played the week of Dec. 8-13th in Orange 
County.  (Results on the following page.) Dean 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Schoppe competed in doubles. Worldd class 
Badminton was played! 
 Happy Holidays....and see you on the courts.

Peter
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

We’re looking for a 
volunteer or two for 
a “special project”.

Contact me! 

OUR JUNIORS ARE ENDING 
THE YEAR ON A HIGH NOTE.  
They have worked hard and their 
improvement and court savvy 
have reached new peaks.  They 
are playing more tournaments 
and starting to climb their way 

out of the first rounds!
 Looking forward to 2015, our juniors will 
be training as they aim for junior nationals 

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

in Florida.  We are hoping to have at least a 
dozen juniors make the trip.  If you happen to 
win the lottery, or are just wondering where 
you can get that last tax deduction for 2014, 
please think of our junior program.
 

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
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IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE we 
are coming to the close of 2014! 
Many Club members are already 
gearing up for 2015 -- especially 
the Rummage Sale Committee. 
Please see the last page of this 
newsletter for more information 

about this upcoming event.
 We wish you all a wonderful holiday and the 
very best for the new year!

 Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

Results
2014  YONEX Grand Prix 
Badminton Championships  
 
Mens Singles
Hsu Jen Hao (Taipei) def Petr Koukal (Czech 
Republic) 21-19, 19-21,21-8
Ladies Singles
Beiwen Zhang (USA) def Rachel Honderich 
(Canada) – 21-11. 21-13
Mens Doubles
Adam Cwalina + Przemyslaw Wacha (Poland) def  
Taiki Shimada + Yoshinori Takeuchi (Japan) 
21-13, 21-6
Womans Doubles
Hsieh Pei Chen + Wu Ti Jung (Taipei) def      
Eva Lee + Paula Lynn Obanana (USA)  
21-16, 21-10  
Mixed Doubles
Peter Kaesbauer + Isabel Herttrich (Germany) 
def  Howard Shu + Eva Lee (USA)  
21-12, 21-14

Our Newest Members

MANGALI FAMILY
Erick and Jennifer
Clara (11), Grace (9) and Alice (3) 

ROLFE FAMILY
Kevin and Brigitte  
Bardot (4) and Zander (1)

MARTING FAMILY
Chad and Karen
Zoe (6), Jaden (8),  
Josh (14) and Jessie (16)

The Rolfes

The Martings

The Mangalis
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HELP WANTED

WHO:
A few good men and women 

who love the Badminton Club.

WHAT:
Become a Board member 

and make a difference in the 
operation of MBBC.

WHY:
Earn workday credits for an 

entire year plus an additional 
year after serving.

WHEN:
Now! Several of you raised 

your hand in interest! Contact 
Past President, Pat Johnson 

cardinalsd@gmail.com

Upcoming Dates:

Jan 10   Workday
    8:00-noon 

Jan 30   Fri Nite Tourney  
    7:30 - 9:30 

Feb 14   Valentine’s Party

A big, “thank you” to 
Elizabeth Greskovics and 
committee for hosting the 
Kids Holiday Party!

LOST ITEM from Adult Holiday Party:
If anyone accidentally took home a ladies dark 
brown soft leather jacket thinking it was yours, 
please check to see if you have mine that says 
something like Marc New York in the label. I only 
found one that is not mine that is by Beyond 
Sport. Please call Lynne at 310 796 0321. 
Thank you!



PREPARE FOR THE 
RUMMAGE 
SALE 

MARCH 11-14th 
(IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT) 

 

IT’S TIME TO  
CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSETS, 
GARAGES AND CUPBOARDS  
TO MAKE ROOM FOR THOSE 

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS  
(IF YOU HAVE STORAGE PROBLEMS,  

WE WILL WORK WITH YOU) 
 

WORKDAY CREDITS AVAILABLE 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 
DONNA GIBBS 310-3740873-9773540 


