
By Curt Dommeyer
THE U.S. MASTERS 
BADMINTON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS were 
held in Tucson, Arizona 
from the 20th to 22nd of 
March. The tournament 
attracted nearly 90 
players from throughout 
the United States ranging 
in age from 35 to 80+, 
but the vast majority 
were from California and 
Arizona.  The University 
of Arizona served as the 
venue and used nine fairly 
attractive courts.  The 
visibility of the shuttle was 
good, and the floor had “give” and decent 
traction, especially if you wiped your feet 
on a damp towel in between the points.
 It was clear from the results that MBBC 
players are competent at mixed doubles.  
Of the ten mixed doubles events held in 
the tournament, seven of them – those 
from ages 35 to 65 – were won by a team 
that had a MBBC player.  Yuko Kawaskai, 
Terry Lira, and Sue Dommeyer each won 
two mixed doubles events, and Curt 
Dommeyer won one. Moreover, Terry Lira 
was a finalist in a third mixed doubles 
event and Carolyn Hoefer earned a silver 
medal in the 60+ mixed doubles. 
 MBBC was well represented in the 
tournament, as seven members of our 
club entered it.  Fortunately, every MBBC 
entrant came home with one or more 
medals. The MBBCer with the highest 
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“batting average” in the tournament 
was Yuko Kawasaki, as she won both 
of the events she entered, and she 
accomplished this feat with a “pick-up” 
partner in each of her events.  Other 
MBBCers with sterling performances 
were Sue Dommeyer (who won three 
golds and one silver) and Terry Lira 
(who won two golds and one silver).  
 The medals, by the way, were quite 
unique in that they featured the image 
of the saguaro cactus, a plant that is 
native to the Sanoran desert in Arizona 
(see picture). 
 A special appearance was made at 
the tournament by Duane and Bea 
Enochs.  They dropped by the venue to 
visit with players they had competed 
with in the past, most notably, Jack 
Harvey and Joyce Jones. 
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 Detailed results of the tournament are shown 
below:

 PHIL BRUNNER won Silver in 75+ Men’s 
Singles and Bronze in 70+ Men’s Doubles (with 
Stan Johnson).
 
 CURT DOMMEYER won Gold in 65+ Men’s 
Singles, Gold in 65+ Mixed Doubles (with Mary 
Ann Bowles),  and Bronze in 65+ Men’s Doubles 
(with Dave Carton).

 SUE DOMMEYER won Gold in 55+ Mixed 
Doubles (with Imre Bereknyei), Gold in 60+ 
Women’s  Singles, Gold in 60+ Mixed 
Doubles (with Bob Cook), and Silver in 60+ 
Women’s Doubles (with  Carolyn Hoefer).

 CAROLYN HOEFER won Gold in 55+ 
Women’s Doubles (with Marsha Morris), Silver 
in 60+ Women’s Singles, Silver in 60+ Women’s 
Doubles (with Sue Dommeyer), and Silver in 
60+ Mixed Doubles (with Michael Hilliard).

 STAN JOHNSON won Bronze in 70+ Men’s 
Doubles (with Phil Brunner).

 YUKO KAWASAKI won Gold in 35+ and 40+ 
Mixed Doubles (both with Naren Koka).

 TERRY LIRA won Gold in 45+ and 50+ 
Mixed Doubles (both with Dudley Chen), and 
Silver in 55+ Mixed  Doubles (with Paisan 
Rangsikhitpho).

MBBC 
Players bring 

home the 
Gold...
Silver... 

and 
Bronze!

CONGRATULATIONS!
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•  Are you interested in a fun international 
experience for the entire family?  

•  Would you like to support our Club’s 
Junior program?  

•  AND would you like to receive workday 
credits without leaving the comfort of 
your own home?  

 Volunteer to host players or referees for this 
summer’s Junior International Tournament July 
28 to August 3
 The good news is that you don’t have to go to 
the airport.  The Junior Committee is responsible 
for picking up the kids from the airport and 
bringing them to the Club.   The only driving you 
have to do is to pick up your players from MBBC 
then make sure they get to and from the Club at 
the appropriate times.  If you live close enough 
for them to walk or ride a bike, even better.  All 
you need to do is show them the way to MBBC.  
 Breakfast is the only meal you have to supply 
but feel free to include the kids with your family 
for dinner or any other meal.  You’ll find that 
they are typically very polite, courteous and 
neat.  After all, they want to come back.  

 In addition to the workday credits, you and 
your family are also invited to join us at the 
adult and junior parties with the coaches and 
players that is held Saturday night.  When 
the tournament is  over, all you have to do is 
return the kids to the Club and we’ll make sure 
they get to the airport for their flights.  How 
easy is that!
 For more details and to sign up for this 
unique experience, please contact 
Noelle Merritt 310-545-8833 or 
nmerritt@alum.mit.edu    

 As one host family said after the tournament 
last year, 
“Even though they only stayed with us for a 
week - strong bonds form - and we truly made 
friends for life!”
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HAPPY EASTER EVERYONE.  We 
wish you all a very pleasant Easter 
Holiday, whatever your plans may 
be. Hopefully some of those plans 
will include spending some time at 
the Club. 
Your current Board is busy making 

plans for our Semi Annual General Meeting 
which will be held on Sunday, May 18th at 
4PM in the afternoon. Happy Hour is from 3PM 
to 4PM. Dinner will also be served following the 
meeting, compliments of your club. Now is the time 
to make sure that your workday credits are 
current. All workday credits for our fiscal 
year (2013-2014) can be viewed on our 
website. If you have any questions, 
please contact our Vice President, Gary 
Penberthy, who is our record keeper in 
this department. 
 In our Shuttlecock, Lynn O’Connell, 
our “Editor Amazing” will be featuring 
a “Help Wanted” and “Position Desired” 
section which will show areas where 
the club needs help and yes,we are willing 
to pay with workday credits. I know that we 
need a couple of photographers to help take 
pictures at the General Meeting. We need to 
fill our picture data base now, so that pictures 
will be ready to use when we come out with our 
new directory in November, 2014. If you have 
a particular talent and would like to share some 
of that talent with the club (for workday credits 
of course), you should  respond to Lynn under 
“Position Desired”.
 We have called a special meeting of the Board for 
mid April to discuss ways in which we can improve 

A message from the President
PAT JOHNSON

our neighbor relations. At our last Board meeting, 
we had a visit from 3 of our neighbors and they 
shared with us some of their concerns about our 
club, which included traffic congestion, noise from 
people playing badminton after midnight, lights 
being left on all night in the lobby, etc. We will keep 
you apprised as to what we come up with in the 
area of suggested improvements.
 Cecily Monahan, our House Chair, has had to 
take a leave of absence from her duties due to 
personal reasons. Cecily has been a member of 
our club for many years and has done a fabulous 

job in her position as House Chair. We hope to 
have her back with us in the near future. 
In the meantime, Steve Thomas, a Playing 
Member, has stepped up to help take 
on the responsibilities of House Chair. 
Gary Penberthy, our Vice President, is 
coordinating this transition. 
In 1969 (yes, more history), the 

membership created a new membership 
classification called “Associate 
Membership” for members of 20 years 

or more of active service. We now have 100 
“Associate Members”. No one wants to leave a good 
thing.
 Enjoy your membership. It is a “Good Thing”. 

  Pat
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

“Now is the time to make sure 
that your workday credits  

are current.”



SHUTTLECOCK        April 2014

5

Continued...

TO ALL WHO USE THE CLUB 
IN APRIL...
THINK SAFETY—We have 
construction (pool cover) and 
maintenance projects underway.  
Check the Shuttlecock for pool 
closures, etc.

SIGN IN YOUR GUESTS—this rule applies to 
everyone. 
BE CONSIDERATE—Be a good neighbor.  
As the longest standing neighbor on 18th 
Street, we need to promote and abide by ‘good 
neighbor values’.  Everyone who accesses our 
club needs to pay a little more attention to 
our surrounding neighbors, and how your use 
of the Club  can impact congestion, parking 
and noise levels.  We also need everyone 
to promote common consideration to our 
neighbors.  Your MBBC Board is now working 
with ideas to improve the effect these as well 
as other neighborhood issues, but we need your 
immediate attention and consideration each 

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

time you visit.
 OUR WORKDAY YEAR ENDS MAY 31.
 I have recently updated our ‘Workdays Due’ 
report for your review. It is available, password 
protected (birdie) , on our website.  If you 
have any questions please email me with your 
comments, and include your telephone number.  I 
will investigate, then either email you or call you 
back.  I have tried to work closely with event and 
party chairs throughout the year, to obtain lists and 
record your participation.  I will normally check 
their lists, and investigate before I respond to you.
 I will be working with Steve Thomas (next 
year’s House Chair), who will host the workday, 
Saturday May 17th 8-Noon.

 Gary
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com  

GREAT NEWS! Street sweeping 
refunds have been extended! 
Manhattan Beach will reimburse 
fees back to the commencement 
of the collection of the fees 
(2004). If you have already 
received a reimbursement from the 

city, you will automatically receive another payment 
in 8 to 10 weeks.
 If you haven’t applied for the credit, it’s not too 
late.  I have included the link to the City’s web site 
to download the needed form HERE.
 In either event, please consider sharing the 
windfall with our Junior Players program as a tax-
deductible gift. It’s a win-win!

   Mike
Treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

   

A message from the Treasurer
Mike Revell

Apply for 
reimbursement of 
street sweeping 

charges.
Then, donate to the 

Juniors Program.
Thank you!

http://www.ci.manhattan-beach.ca.us/city-officials/finance/revenue-services/city-street-sweeping-fee-discontinued
http://www.citymb.info/home/showdocument?id=11803
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A WORKDAY WAS HELD APRIL 
12 AT THE CLUB. All areas of the 
club received some attention, from 
the parking lot to the basketball 
court. 
Some of the foliage in the parking 
lot was trimmed back to make our 

signs more visible. The signs are reminders 
that the lot is for members only, and we 
asks guests to park WEST of the club. 
Numerous cigarette butts were picked up. Please 
be advised that our flower beds are not ashtrays. 
 Cobwebs were removed from around the 
court area, and Peter S. took a break from his 
badminton game to help us fix the shutters 
near court 4. This will remove that distracting 
light that blinded you while getting ready for 
your smash. No more excuses for missing those 
overheads. 
 Bathrooms were cleaned, chairs were fixed, 
and floors were swept. A warped board under 
the ping pong table was replaced. Thanks to all 
who participated. If you have ideas for the next 
work day (especially matters related to safety), 
please let your House Chair know. 
 As I was going through the giant house 
chair book, I noticed the list of club approved 
lifeguards hasn’t been updated in awhile. I’ve 
already started refreshing that list. 
 Jim and Mary Kay Quilliam have agreed to 
monitor our kitchens, keeping them supplied with 
cleaning stuff and sprucing them up as necessary. 
So big thanks to Jim and Mary Kay. 

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

 

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

WANTED &
NEEDED...

YOU!

We are in immediate need of:

PHOTOGRAPHERS to take photos of at 
our May meeting, parties and tournaments 
throughout the year.

HANDY-PERSON to help with small 
maintenance work.

LIFEGUARD to work during pool parties.

Earn your work day credits by sharing 
your skills with The Club! Let us know what 
position YOU would like! 
Contact house@mbbadmintonclub.com
or shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

 Final work day to get 
your credits for this year 

Saturday, May 17th
8am-12.
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 WE CONTINUED WORKING WITH 
OUR ARCHITECT and prospective 
contractor to refine the design and 
constrain the price of the 18th St 
Entrance.  In response to the city 
comments, additional handrails 
are required to several of the 

stairs.  We also filed a hardship request with the 
city for exclusion from making our restrooms ADA 
(American Disabilities Act) compliant as part of the 
18th St work.  ADA restrooms is something we will 
look at in several years, after we complete the 18th 
St Entrance and assess our finances.
 These things have delayed the request for 
your approval for a revised (higher) limit on the 
construction cost limit and thus delayed the start 
of construction.  The Executive Committee decided 
that it would not make sense to hold a membership 
meeting for approval this close to the annual May 
Membership Meeting, so the construction cost limit 
will be deferred until the May meeting.  In addition, 
with construction expected to take three months, 
we have decided to defer construction until after 
school starts in September.  Even though the pool 
would be open for the majority of the construction 
period, except for the initial demolition, we felt 
construction would not be compatible with the high 
pool use period and with the Junior International 
Tournament in July.  The one exception may be 
the east (parking lot) entry.  The east entry cannot 
be done at the same time as the majority of the 
project between the pool and the court building, in 
order to keep at least one entrance functioning, so 
we may do this small part ahead of the summer.

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

 The pool cover contractor removed the old cover 
and bench and we prepared the surface for the new 
units.  However with the old cover rails along the 
side of the pool removed, we discovered that the 
flexible caulking between the pool walls and the 
surrounding concrete deck has deteriorated, with 
multiple areas pulled out of the joint.  So we are 
having our pool maintenance contractor replace 
the caulking, before we install the new cover and 
bench.  We plan the caulking for April 15 to be 
followed by the cover and bench shipment and 
install.  Both the caulking and the cover/bench 
install will require closing the pool.  So we will have 
about four or five days of down time to complete 
these upgrades. We plan the work for during the 
week and will send notification for the closing 
period.  I apologize for any inconvenience, but 
we need to do the caulking and want the cover & 
bench installed in the near term.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com
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WE ARE CLOSING IN ON THE 
END OF THE MBBC CLUB’S 
FISCAL YEAR.  Our club continues 
to offer, at quite low prices, great 
experiences of badminton play, 
swimming, cookouts, parties and 
as always-great camaraderie.  

Reinforcing this statement is the continued long 
waiting lists for membership.
 While in Thailand this year for my yearly visit I 
was able to watch a lot of world-class badminton 
on Thai TV.  Many good matches were seen and 
we can only wish the same were available to us 
here in the US.  I am investigating trying the online 
viewing of these events directly to my TV.  I believe 
there is a “magical” little box by Apple and some 
others that allow for this.
 The last end of the month Friday Night 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Bob Alexander

Tournament brought with it some really delicious 
food – and plenty of it.  Believe me, I ate more 
than I burned off playing.  The play went a little 
slow. This was the result of having a new person 
running the tournament who, understandably, was 
going through a learning curve.  However, in the 
big picture of things, this is good as it is a way we 
broaden the member’s experience thus allowing 
the next time they run a tournament the learning 
experience will cut in allowing for quicker play
 Play often!

 Bob
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

THE JUNIOR PROGRAM continues 
to grow...and encourage all regular 
members who have kids to play 
the sport.....now is the time to 
be thinking about the Junior 
International Tournament scheduled 
for late July.

 We have invited Junior Players from Calexico, 
Mexico...to visit our Club this month...for a one-
day tournament play and lunch...and will send 
out an e-blast for all those interested in watching 
Badminton played on an international level.
 Stay tuned.
 Looking for workday credits but don’t want to 
show up on a Saturday?

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Have a year round project (which will take 
care of all workday credits) and will benefit the 
Junior Program.....email Junior Badminton.
 See you on the courts!

        Peter
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
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MAY IS JUST AROUND THE 
CORNER AND THIS MEANS OUR 
ANNUAL MEETING where the 
general feeling of “getting involved” 
and “giving back” should felt by all 
members.  The May meeting is a 
great time to explore how you can 
participate in making the club fun, 

engaged and great place to hang out.  We will have 
a complete Party preview, Party sign-ups and the 
opportunity for some lucky sole to help navigate 
next year’s party planning process!
 The club’s next big party is on June 14th 
and aptly named Catorce de Junio, in a fond tribute 
to Cinco de Mayo and the former “New Member 
Social”.  This year we will have Taco’s for everyone, 
Mariachi’s providing the music, Piñatas to crack 
open and of course everyone’s favorite….the 
Margarita Machine!!  The weather should be in the 
high 80’s…we are expecting a spectacular day!!
 Still looking for Party leads to help make the 
club activities great.  We have a couple functions 
coming up in July and September and would be 
great to get people signed up at the meeting to 
help run these events.  A full list of sign-up sheets 
will be provided, so come early, get engaged and 
do your part.  
 If you can’t make the May meeting and 
sign-up…you can always email Mike Whitcombe 
(xxicdboy@mac.com)  and let me know you 
are interested in participating….there is always 
something to help out with.

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

 If interested in learning more or have 
a question….please send an email to Mike 
Whitcombe (xxicdboy@mac.com)
Catorce de Junio . . . . . . . . .June 14, 2014
Movies at the Pool . . . . . . . .July 2014
Labor Day Margaritas  . . . . .September 1, 2014
White Elephant/Rummage . .March 2015
Kid’s Halloween Party  . . . . .October 2014
Casino Night . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD
Holiday Party  . . . . . . . . . . .December  2014
Kid’s Xmas Party . . . . . . . . .December 17, 2014

  Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

“The May meeting is a 
great time to explore 
ways to participate in 
making the club fun...”
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SPRING BRINGS NEW 
BEGINNINGS AND GREAT 
CHANGES AT THE CLUB! 
Be sure to attend the semi-
annual meeting on May 18th 
to hear more details about our 
new construction project, new 

board members, new social activities and new 
membership management site.
 To the right, meet two of our new member 
families — The Brantleys and Antleys (not a 
typo...)
 Also, please consider hosting an 
International Junior player this summer. It is a 
fun way to get to know some amazing young 
athletes and share our wonderful Club and city 
with them! (Details on page 3).

Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

Upcoming Dates:

Apr 19  Boots & Beaus Square 
Dance (See pgs. 10, 11)

Apr 25  Friday Night Tournament 
7:30-9:30

May 17  Work Day 
8 am-noon

May 18  Semi-Annual Meeting 
3:00 - 7:00 

Ongoing:   Beginner Junior lessons  
Every Mon and Wed  
6-8 pm

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS:

The Brantleys
We are very excited to finally become 
members of the MBBC!  Our three kids 
(Jake (11), Ty (9), and Kara (6)) just 
received their first badminton rackets 
and are ready for lessons!  Dave and 
I are also looking forward to learning.  
We live in Manhattan Beach and were 
fortunate to visit the club several times 
with our dear friends the Boone’s.  We 
look forward to many fun years as 
MBBC members!!
 — Dave and Amy Brantley

The Antleys
We live in Hermosa beach and kids go 
to Hermosa schools
Shane: 11,  in 5th grade. Tackle 
football, baseball, JR guards.
Luke: 9, 3rd grade. Baseball, football , 
basketball, club soccer.
Jessica: 5, kinder. Gymnastics and 
soccer.
— Kim Antley



A p r i l  i n  P a r i s  
from mbbcsquaredance@verizon.net 

 
Hello MBBC club members – it’s been a few months since the last party I put 
together…  so it’s time a for a new one.   I guarantee this will be different… I 
am getting the full support of the Boots and Bows Square Dance Club, who 
are very grateful for to the club for helping them find a venue for their 58th 
Anniversary party and they will be doing all the decorations and paying for 
the entertainment.   Unlike some of the other parties I have put together, this 
will be a full on square dance, with a national level caller by the name of 
Buddy Weaver.  He hails out of San Diego and is coming up for this dance.  
He is truly one of the top callers around and has a great singing voice.  If you 
would like a small preview, go to his web site where he has music – for 
instance click on this link to listen to “That’s Amore”.  The square dance club 
is bearing the cost of the caller and of the round dance cuer as well as 
providing the food.   So – for $12 you get a full dinner and get to listen to 
some great music and the club makes some money.   Zena Beaulieu will be 
cueing the rounds… and what are those you ask… “Rounds” are a form of 
choreographed ballroom dancing, like two-step, waltz, jive, cha cha… if you 
don’t know the choreography, you can still just do ballroom dancing and 
have a great time.  The way it works is that square dancing and rounds 
alternate… you basically get two ball room dances in between two square 
dance tips.  So you get to eat, listen to a great caller, and dance… and the 
entire $12 that you pay at the door will go to the club.  I should warn you, 
about the only thing that you won’t do is drink alcohol as square dancing is 
generally a dry activity, but some of you might actually like to come to a dry 
party.  Like I said, you pay at the door, but it would be nice if I had a heads 
up as to how many of you will be coming, to make sure we have enough 
food, so if you can please send me an email at 
mbbcsquaredance@verizon.net. 
 
So see you at the dance…. 
~phil alfandary 




