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Pres ident ia l ly  Speaking   
from President@MBBadmintonClub.com 

 

Kids on the roof - and they were not fiddlers….    
On Thursday, August 23rd, about 6 pm, several kids were spotted 

on the roof of the pool equipment shed.  This is absolutely 
unacceptable.  They could have fallen off, the roof could have caved 
in.  It’s a shed.  We are very lucky no one got hurt.  Parents, closely 
supervise your children.  And to all those adults who were not the 
parents but see something like this going on, please say something!  If 
you don’t want to say anything, please call a Board member - any 
Board member.  We all live fairly close to the Club and each of us 
would have gone to the Club to handle the situation.  I cannot think of 
a legitimate reason for playing on the roof, but if there is one, please 
tell us at the next Board meeting.  We would love to hear it. 

Now on to the good news.   
Work on the jacuzzi is actually proceeding.  It’s not proceeding as 

fast as we would like, I admit, but it is moving forward and the new 
grand opening is penciled in for November. 

Speaking of which, the November General Meeting is approaching.  
I want to remind members that it is not only your right, but your 
obligation to attend at least one of the two General Meetings held each 
club year.  Make sure you sign in and get credit for attending.  If you 
can’t attend this meeting, remember to sign and send your proxy to the 
Club before the meeting.  If you don’t attend and don’t proxy, or if you 
attend but fail to sign in, you will be charged a missed meeting fine. 

Shuttlecock 

September 2012 
 

Vol 74, Issue 3 

mailto:President@MBBadmintonClub.com


  

You will hear this theme again when you read the Treasurer’s report 
- please pay your bills - The majority of you have done so.  Thank you.  
But for the rest of you, you owe a combined $18,000 in dues and fines. 

There are also about 25 members who have been carrying a small 
balance for a long time.  It was either a leftover pool fee or court fee 
that did not get picked up by the ACH or occurred before you shifted 
the ACH from just covering dues to covering all costs.  Some of these 
fees are over 60 days old and can trigger a late fee.  Member dues are 
our only source of income, so please, check to make sure you’ve paid 
your bill, your entire bill. 

One last reminder: swim guests must be signed in, regardless of age.  
We had a large group of people using the pool during the Labor Day 
weekend and not one guest was signed in.  The Board’s Secretary, 
Janet, walked around to each group getting all the guests signed in.  
We are working to find a more visible location for the sign in sheet so 
this won’t happen again.                      ………………….the Prez 

 
 

$$$  Treasurer’s Report  $$$ 
from treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com 

The good news is that we have money in the bank.  The bad news is 
that we should have more.  An unusual number of members have not 
paid their latest bills.  A statement was sent to everyone for the quarterly 
dues back in August.  August 1, actually.  It also included guest fees, 
missed meeting fines and missed workday fines, if any.  A month and a 
half has passed and lots of members have not yet made their payment.  I 
could give you a long explanation how we need your payments to keep 
the lights turned on, the pool heated and the Jacuzzi constructed.  But 
you already know all that.  We will send out notices in the next week to 
those who have not paid.  It requires a lot of time and effort to to prepare 
those notices and frankly, I would like not to do it.   So please, if you 
haven’t paid your bill, do so now.   

………..Stephani 
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M embe r s h ip  Ne ws  
from vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

 The summer membership status is still very healthy even 
though we did experience a fair amount of movement during the 
month of August.  Our waiting list is still 4 years out almost to the 
month.  If you have sponsored someone  and they are curious as to 
where they stand are on the waiting list, all you need is the 
approximate date that you sponsored them and you should be able 
to give them an answer.  For example, if you turned in their 
application in September of 2010, their wait is about 2 years. 

Please make special note of the following: 
Resignations: 

Jeff & Kim Cunningham   effective  9-1-2012 (Regular Members) 
John Young     effective  9-1-2012 (Playing Member) 
Josh Young     effective  9-1-2012 (Playing Member) 

Terminations: 
Waruna  Aragwoda  effective 9-1-2012 (Playing Member) 
Leah & Megan Szabo  effective 9-1-2012 (Jr. Playing Members) 
Eric Chong   effective 9-1-2012 (Jr Playing Member) 
Megan Soh   effective 9-1-2012 (Jr Playing Member) 

New Provisional Members (From Waiting List) 
Jim & Mary Kay Quillian  effective 10-1-2012 
Eric & Denise Berger   effective 10-1-2012 

New Playing Members 
Steve Thomas    effective 9-1-2012 
Alessandra We    effective 9-1-2012 

New Jr. Playing Members  
Ellen Czinski    effective 9-1-2012 
Carlos Ng      effective 9-1-2012 

New Applications 
Steve & Brigette Fredriksz sponsored by Curry & Martin 
Chad & Karen Marting sponsored by Kia Sinay and Hanon Sinay 
Steve Thomas & Shiney Chen sponsored by Chunming & Steinbroner 
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On behalf on the Board, I would like to congratulate and welcome 
aboard our new Provisional Members. .It’s great to have you with us. 
We are sorry to have to accept the resignations of the Cunninghams 
and the Youngs, but wish them the very best in their future endeavors.  
 
           See you at the Club,  
     Pat Johnson, VP  
 
 

A d u l t  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Well, another great month of playing at one of the greatest sports in the 
world at one of the best badminton clubs in all the Americas.  I realize that 
may sound a little over the top – but, if so, only a little as it is true.   I have 
played in Peru, Canada, Japan, and many times in Thailand and I believe 
our club, the Manhattan Beach Badminton Club, is truly a great club! 
 
We had another excellent monthly tournament with the full complement of 
food, drink, and, of course, camaraderie.   I recommend to anyone who 
wants some workday credits and a good time to sponsor a tournament: it’s 
fun.  See me or one of the other board members to learn how. 
 
Let me give you a little history of our sport by way of Wikipedia.  It appears 
the beginnings of badminton can be traced to mid-18th century British India, 
where it was created by British military officers stationed there during the 
British Raj (Raj - “reign” in Hindi).  Winston Churchill was stationed in 
India during this time and may have played it although no record of such 
exist that I am aware of.  The British military officers returning to their 
homeland brought with them the game.  Once in England the game was 
further developed and rules were set out. 
 
Around 1875 British veterans of India started a club in a place called 
Fokestone a seaside town in England.  Veterans also started the All England 
Open Badminton Championships – the first in the world – in 1899.  The All 
England is one of the world’s oldest and most prestigious badminton 
tournaments. 
 

Play often. 
Robert Alexander 
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N e w s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  C h a i r  
from house@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Only call Gary at 310-567-6060 

If you would like to schedule parties, dinners, etc. on other days, please give 
me a call so I can reserve your date, and check for conflicts. 

Regarding lockers;  Please call me or identify yourselves if you have a 
lock on a locker or storing items in a locker.  Mens or Womens  We are 
developing a locker policy, and want to identify members who currently use 
the lockers for storage on an ongoing basis. 

Locks will be cut and items removed to the lost and found area in the 
downstairs kitchen, if I have not been notified before the next work day 
September 22, 2012.  Call me at 310-567-6060. 

A big thank you to our last hearty workday crew.  Don and Laura Inlow  
were a fantastic team, and those who recently entertained using the 
downstairs kitchen I am sure really appreciate their effort.  Cecily and Erin 
worked wonders to bring our lounge furniture back to life, and  Brian, John 
and Carolyn completed projects that helped our club to look its summers 
best.  Thank you all. 
 
Next Workday  September 22, Saturday  8:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 
Here are some ongoing tasks, 

• Power washing and light cleaning in the pool and downstairs kitchen 
area.  With our great summer, that area is receiving lots of use, with 
the spa project winding down, I want to stay ahead of the 
accumulated dirt. 

• Badminton court cleaning and woodworking/painting 
• Light landscaping 
• Light cleaning in the locker rooms. 

   
We are serving pastries and Starbucks Dark French Roast. 
 
Hope to see you there. 
 

Gary Penberthy 
310-567-6060 
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KID’S HALLOWEEN PARTY!!! 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 24 

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
 

 
 

Pizza, Arts & Crafts Projects,  
Cookie Decorating & 

Magic Show!   
Adult food & beverage provided. 

 

 
 

Come in your Costume –  
See you there!!! 

 

 

Terry Kaltsas 310.293.8100 
Lisa Chu 310.918.6888 

 



  

E n t e r t a i n i n g  N e w s  
from entertainment@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
Party people be on the look 
at...things are going to start 
happening....soon!  We will be 
christening in the Jacuzzi with the 
Jacuzzi Jamboree - wear white and 
prepare to get baptized.  Then we 
have Disco Bingo, details getting 
worked out, but coming along later 
this fall.  In place of the Past 
Presidents Party....we are going to 
have another party...yet to be 
named but don't be surprised if 
costumes are required.  Bringing 
back New Year's Eve at the Club - 

special word will be going out on 
this one to get an advanced head 
count.  We are talking food, music 
and perhaps some gaming to be 
done....all those vices the night 
before we clean the slate!  At the 
upcoming Member meeting we will 
have a calendar of events for 2013 
- so stay tuned, remain engaged 
and get ready to whoop it up! 
  

Mike Whitcombe - 
xxicdboy@mac.com 

 

.P o s t - I t  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
from secretary@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
Hi MBBC Members: We continue to welcome new families to our club. It's 
exciting to have new members. As secretary, one of my jobs is to manage the 
roster books. The roster books are an exciting way to get connected with other 
families quickly. For all members who have not yet received their roster books, 
please call or text me at 310-918-3094 if you'd like to pick up a book from my 
front porch.  
 
We are currently asking all of you to update your family photos if they are more 
than three years old, and we are asking newer members to submit your 
scanned or electronic jpeg file family photos. Your enthusiastic cooperation will 
make updating the roster books much easier on our volunteers, Beau Elwell 
and John Parker. The specs that we are requesting: 1) Clear, close-up photos 
of the entire family. 2) No sunglasses or dark shading. 3) Have your family 
position themselves in two rows with heads close together. 4) Beau says, 
"Think of the space as being a small square" and correct positioning for taller or 
shorter family members. 5) Email your jpeg file to beau@elwell.com. 6) or, if 
you must, snail mail it to Janet Hodgman, 622 - 17th Street, MB, CA, 90266. 
Your efforts are very much appreciated !!   (Why not do it right now ??)  
Enjoy the rest of your summer.  We’ll see you at the BBQ. 
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J u n i o r  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Now that your kids are back in school....it's time to start another 
great routine....playing badminton!  
 
Monday and Wednesday nights from 6-8 is for beginners...and  
Tuesday and Thursday nights (6-8) for intermediate and advanced play. 
 
We have two new Junior Playing members: 
 
Ellen Czinski - she's a freshman at Loyola Marymount...hopes to major in 
animation.  She was captain of her badminton team at Los Gatos High 
School...and is a terrific person. 
 
Carlos Ng....is from Hong Kong....taking classes at Santa Monica 
College...lives in Culver City.... 
 
We encourage all regular members to bring their kids to junior practice and 
join the program. 

 
Peter D. 
Junior Chairperson 
 
 

 
¿ ¿ ¿ N e w  C o n s t r u c t i o n ? ? ?  

from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
 
 

NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS 
 

  Harry 
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A  B i r d i e  T o l d  M e . . .  
By Lynn O’Connell 

 
How do you do? Our new members answer the question, “Now that you have 
officially become members, what has been the nicest/most unexpected surprise about 
the club? 
 
The Hook Family – Jack, Lynne, Liam (11) and Emily (8). 
 
“Four years was a long wait but worth the anticipation as the Club is a wonderful 
family environment.  We enjoy cooking meals in the evening while the kids swim, 
meeting other members, spending time with friends who are already members, and 
look forward to Club events.  The jacuzzi will be a welcome renovation.”  
  
The Inlow Family – Dan, Laura, Kevin (18), Connor (16) 
 
“Well, we were on the waiting list so long that Kevin is now a freshman in college!  I 
think the best surprise has been how much we have enjoyed using the club.  We have 
cooked out several times this summer and enjoyed the pool.  Looking forward to the 
hot tub!” 
 
The Mallory Family – Tim, Yvette, Melina (13) and identical twins Vance and 
Mason (12) 
“We have been playing ever since we were lucky enough to become members.  We 
were playing fools over the summer when the courts were quiet but it was 80 plus 
degree on the courts.  Fun had by all!! 
We are constantly surprised at how welcoming everyone has been to us.  People on 
the courts have come to give us tips or answer our simple questions like, "Which are 
the double lines??"  We feel so lucky to be in the company of such supportive, nice 
members.” 
 
The Mondello Family – Mark, Daniella, twins, Siena and Jack (6) 
 
“We love the feeling of community at the club and are very happy to be members. 
 Everyone is so nice and it feels like a big family.  Our kids are having fun in the pool 
and we are all enjoying meeting new people.” 
 
The Petroni Family – Lou, Kimberly, Camille (13), Rocco (6) 
 
“We are loving spending time with friends that we have not connected with in years, or 
ones that we just can't find the time to meet up with, as well as new friends we have 
just met… It has been so great!!  We feel like the Club really brings families together! 
 
MBBC is a special community for all members – brand new or long-standing. Just ask 
Carroll Edwards who comes to “hang out” at the club everyday … and has been a 
member since 1968! 
 
 



  

 
 

A RECAP OF THE 20TH ANNUAL JR. 
INTERNATIONAL BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

THE WES SCHOPPE MEMORIAL 
 

The 20th Annual Jr. International Badminton tournament is now history and all 
the kids are back to their respective homes. 

This tournament would not have been possible without the generosity of our 
members, playing members and instructor members. Their donations of $25.00 
or more helped defray the costs of this tournament, which are considerable.  
Believe me, the tournament committee cannot tell you how much your 
donations mean to us.  We are glad to announce that, with the Jr. badminton 
program now a 501c3, your donation is tax deductible.  

The talents of Noelle Merritt in securing housing are remarkable.  She found 
housing that allowed several players to come to the tournament who would not 
have been able to play due to finances.  There are no words to describe the 
graciousness of our MBBC members who opened their doors to these kids. We 
hope these members had a most pleasant experience, as did the kids. 

I could stop right there, because it will be hard to beat the opening two 
paragraphs but I hope you will read on to appreciate the dedication made by so 
many volunteers--too many to mention by name and by many who have no 
children in the MBBC Jr. program.   

The match desk was one beehive of activity.  Imagine kids, some not able to 
speak English, trying to determine match times and opponents. The patience 
shown by the people running the desk was amazing.  Eventually all found their 
matches/times. Personnel selection was made by Stephani Armstrong, who 
found many efficient people to handle the tournament desk.  

The pairing of the kids was made possible by Grace Chase, Dean Schoppe and 
David Levin.  They put all of the draws and seeds together, which is no easy 
task! Some kids have summer school, some work, and all of this requires 
scheduling that would confuse Einstein.  Special thanks to Sue Dommeyer for 
putting together the draw sheets. 



  

Probably a more pleasant task is the preparation for the Jr. and adult parties held 
on the same nights and sharing the same menus.  All of this was put together 
with Paula and Rick Fiore handling the kids and Randy and Lissen Schnack in 
the adult scene. The kids had a DJ accompanying their dancing, talking, and 
relaxing together.  The adults were at poolside, and many were tempted to take a 
dip with one of the most pleasant evenings we have had for this event in many 
years.  Along with food and drink, a raffle was held and plaques were handed 
out to the various badminton clubs that entered the tournament.  A most pleasant 
surprise came when the Guatemalans presented MBBC with a plaque thanking 
us for our hosting this tournament. This beautiful plaque, depicting an ancient 
Mayan temple, now resides in the International trophy case. 

Still on the subject of food and fun, the kitchen lived up to its reputation by 
serving up their delicious hamburgers and other such delights.  This was all 
done under the guidance of Debra Duncan and her proficient staff.  Believe me 
it is delight to shop and eat at the MBBC’s Chez Café!   

What is a tournament without score keepers and an official referee?  This year 
we found Frederico Valdez, from Peru, to act as our official referee.  The more 
difficult task of finding score keepers was put into the capable hands of Lee 
Calvert.  Lee has been doing this demanding job for several years (she doesn’t 
want me to say how many), and each year she ends up with a cadre of winning 
volunteers so that each match has an official scorekeeper. Score keeping sounds 
easy but the new scoring system is difficult to understand for the younger 
players, and the umpires must be on their toes to direct the kids to their proper 
position on the court. 

My personal thanks to Peter Chen and Patti Neumann for providing us with the 
spread sheets which are necessary for registering all the players.  Further thanks 
to Patti for putting the orders in for the t-shirts & medals.  My thanks also go out 
to Chunming Wang for running a contest for the best t-shirt design by a Jr. 
player.  The winner was Carina Chong. Great drawing Carina! 

I apologize for the length of this article, but so many have worked so hard and 
deserve to be recognized.  Please, if you are interested in volunteering for this 
tournament and the workday credits it provides, contact Stephani Armstrong @ 
310-379-7230.  She will be ready and able to find you a spot in our 21st. Jr. 
International tournament.        
       Roy Skinner, tournament coordinator 



  

¿ ¿ ¿ H o l i d a y  P a r t y ? ? ?  
from pastpresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

\ 

As the Mike mentioned in his Entertainment Report, we are going to try 
and put together a Holiday Party to replace the traditional Past Presidents' 
Party.  We are looking for a Committee and possibly a Chairperson.  To 
earn your workday credit you'd attend a couple of Tuesday night meetings 
(probably 7 PM), do a pre-party task and "work" the night of the party.  
The date will probably be the first weekend in December but is subject to 
change.  It will be a lot of fun and there is a lot of room for creativity and 
new ideas! If you are interested, please email me at  

DeDeDavis@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

T h e  F i n a l  W o r d   
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

As many of you know I am on the courts most evenings – and I have to 
report that the club is well utilized, especially on MWF…  We could use a 
few more players on Tuedays and Thursdays.   I am especially excited 
about Fridays… our new beginner’s night… actually more of a family 
night…  This used to be the day that couples would play and it seems to be 
heading back in that direction, which is great.  There used to be a very 
active contingent who would play for a couple of hours, then share snacks 
and drinks and chit chat in the lounge.   And even though most of that group 
has stopped playing (and maybe even dropped from the club), they still get 
together once a year for a TGIF holiday party at member houses…   That is 
really what this club was about, making new friends that share in fun 
activities…  I am excited about all of the year end parties, especially the 
Holiday party and possibly the New Year’s party.  We are so fortunate to 
have this facility and it is a shame if we don’t make better use of it.  I plan 
on possibly hosting another Intro to Square Dancing party in the new year, 
but if anyone is at all interested in taking up Square dancing, new classes 
are starting this month by a couple of the local clubs.  Contact me if you are 
at all interested. 

~phila 
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