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Pr e s ide n t ia l l y  Sp e ak ing   

from President@MBBadmintonClub.com 
 

I truly can’t believe that it has been a 
year, it has flown by.  Part of what has 
made the time pass so quickly is the 
wonderful Board that I have been able to 
be a part of.  They are truly dedicated to 
the club and show their dedication with the 
diligent manner in which they have carried 
out their duties.   

If there is at least one thing that I have 
learned from serving on the Board these 
past four years, it is that the club is best 
served when our members take ownership 
of the club.  Which as I was reflecting on 
the idea, ironic, because the term 
“ownership” is used often, but truly 
applies to all of us.  We are literally 
owners of the club and it functions best 
when we treat the club in that way.  While, 
we had a contested election for President 
(congrats Peter Chen!), I do not want the 
membership to get the misimpression that 
the Board is overflowing with volunteers.  
In fact, quite the opposite I true.  We are 
always looking for club members to serve 
on the Board.  It is truly a rewarding 
experience where you get the opportunity 
to see how the club runs and affect what 
happens here.  I encourage you to consider 
participating if you haven’t already and I 
want to again thank all of those who have 

served in the past, I know there are a lot 
of you too!   

Two of the members who have been 
amazing assets to the club and are 
example s of badminton longevity and 
club dedication are Lee Calvert and 
Duane Enochs.  I had the opportunity to 
ride with them in Manhattan Beach’s 
Centennial parade.  They represented 
the club well, especially in the beautiful 
classic convertible chevy that Jeff 
Walker made available to us.  Thanks 
Jeff! 

I also wanted to remind everyone 
that as summer is coming, so please be 
considerate of your use of the pool and 
club.  These are your spaces and you 
should use them as an extension of your 
own living room and backyard.  At the 
same time, remember that we are all 
using them during this peak time and 
we need to ensure that we are 
considerate of our fellow members.  All 
of the rules that the club has regarding 
the facility are merely an attempt to put 
objective parameters into the idea that 
we all need to get along and use the 
club in a reasonable manner.  But 
truthfully, outside of the summer 
season, I think the club is underutilized, 
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especially the lounge, so please remember 
it for your dinner parties, baby showers, 
card games, get togethers and small family 
functions. 

I also want to remember those members 
we have lost since our last meeting, Gale 
Wyatt, father of Donna Gibbs and long 
time member, Frank Sasine, Honorary 
Member, and Bobbi  Rubin.  They all did 
so much for the club and will be missed. 

Thank you for the opportunity that I 
had to serve you.  I am excited about 
the decisions made at the May meeting 
regarding the club’s use and 
improvements.  I look forward to 
seeing the new Jacuzzi and all the 
progress that will be made in the next 
couple of years.  Congrats also to all 
new Board members! 

 
 
 
 

 
M embe r s h ip  Ne ws  

from vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 

First off, I would like to thank Dede 
for doing such a great job running the 
Annual Meeting and hope that I can do 
half as well as her in my term as 
President. 

This past year just flew by.  We did 
not have a huge turnover in 
membership.  We added just 23 new 
regular members (from 12 families) 
and added 11 playing members.   

Fortunately we did not have a huge 
number of applications this year, just 
11 families.  This is the lowest number 
of applications in 5 years, but it’s 
enough to keep the wait at 4 years.  
Actually, that in and of itself has to be 
a deterrent for people applying.   We 
now have 88 families on the waiting 
list, going back to June of 2008.   With 
the long wait, one of the things that we 

are finding, is that some of the families 
that come up for membership no longer 
want to be members, and that makes 
sense as personal situations change.  

This year we are combining our 
New Member Social and the Dies de 
Junio party - on June 10th, from 2 to 
whenever….   We will be serving 
Tequila and Tacos for just ten 
dollars… So come and show the new 
members how we party. 

We had just two resignations this 
past month, playing member Ping Hao, 
and past President, Pam and George 
Ortiz.  We are sad to see them go, 
George was a real asset to the club and 
always a great contributor at the 
meetings and Pam was a very good 
badminton player.  Both were some of 
the nicest members in the club.   
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We also had the following changes: 
Congratulations to new Intermediate Associate Members (from Regular member)   

• Ulrich and Patti Neumann 
• Tom Hastings and Bonnie Selway 

Congratulations to new Regular Members (from Provisional members):   
• Paul and Mary Mullenhoff  
• Kevin and Nancy Murray 

Welcome to the Club New Provisional Members: 
• Gary and Kerry Penberthy 
• Tim and Kate Bergin  
• Jeff and Cyvia Lewis 
• Lynne and Jack Hook 

New Application: 
Diane Giaquinta, sponsored by Cordero and Sussman. 

With all the changes, we now have  
Honorary members: 17 
Associate members: 99 
Intermediate Associate members: 22 
Regular members 250 
Legacy members: 4 
Provisional members: 15 
Instructor members: 7 
Playing members: 50 
 
 

 
 

House Chair  
 

Our new House Chair is Gary Pemberthy – and he has jumped into the job 
with both feet…  He has been updating the calendar posted at the club… He has 
already held a work day in June and is planning the next one for July 14th – the 
day before the Jr International tournament is scheduled to start. 

 

Also - please remember to contact Gary with all your party requests - 
house@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 



  

$$$  Money Talks  $$$ 
 

Thought I would update those of you that were not at the May meeting on 
how the Membership voted….   

The big vote getter in the contested election was Peter Chen – I guess it helps 
if you have a you have a super-pack with an unlimited budget funding your 
election campaign…. 

We passed  a “dues increase” of $5 a month for regular and playing members 
and proportionately less for Associate and Intermediate Associate members.  This 
will add a $25,000 year cushion to the budget to fund new projects. 

We voted on spending up to $12,000 on architectural drawings.  But it is 
estimated that about $4000 of that would be needed for a property survey.  The 
idea is to figure out what we need to do to the club long term so that we have a 
consistent multi-year plan that we can go to the city with. 

There was a fair amount of discussion on where we were going with the 
Jacuzzi…  The issue is the current Jacuzzi has a fiberglass shell that leaks several 
gallons a day and we would need to spend over $10,000 to fix it with no 
assurance that it would not start leaking again in 6 months.   So at the previous 
meeting (November) it had been decided that it would be replaced… and then the 
city decided that if we were going to install a new Jacuzzi that the state would 
decide that the city would decide that we needed to be ADA compliant… Let me 
translate that:  We need add a lift into and out of the Jaccuzzi for people in wheel 
chairs, and we needed access from the parking lot – down the back stairs – to the 
Jacuzzi… and that is going to add close to $15000 to the original project 
(including more architectural designs) – so the membership voted against fixing 
the current spa and voted to spend up to $45,000 for a new one…  Pat Johnson is 
continuing to spearhead the effort, though Harry Andreas, the new New 
Construction chair might take over. 

And watching all of these expenses is Stephanie Armstrong as the new 
Treasurer…  and many thanks to Noel for the last two years of service. 

Also – remember that our bookkeeper is Juliette Ortega – please contact her 
for any billing issues - mbbcbookkeeper@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

SURGEON GENERAL REPORTS: 
"BADMINTON IS GOOD FOR YOU!" 

 
Now that I've got your attention....you don't need anyone to tell you...what 
a good time everyone is having on our courts....you can see it yourself! 
 
Dean Schoppe has been giving special training on Monday nights...and 
if you're more interested in one-on-one work....you can sign up with  
Coach...after 8pm for individual lessons. 
 
The InterClub April Fools Tournament which was held on March 30th... 
was a big success....so far Pat Pilauk and Khoa Tran are running  
neck and neck as the overall leaders. 
 
Just a reminder...sign in all guests....guests must be invited.... 

 
Peter D. Steinbroner 

Adult Badminton Chair 
 

Shuttles Fly 
 

And so does the time – when you don’t put out the Shuttlecock on time – so 
much has happened in June since Peter’s article.  When Peter wrote that he was 
Mr Adult Badminton, and he is now Mr Junior Badminton.  Bob Armstrong has 
taken on the task of babysitting the Playing members… many thanks to Bob for 
joining the board and to Peter – (This is Peter’s ninth year on the board). 

And since that time, we have held the first Seasoned tournament – held all day 
on Saturday… It was a lot of fun and there was a lot of badminton… and I think 
that the Finals were supposed to be played after lunch, but it appears that the food 
and brew had the best of the players and a few of us played a few games after 
lunch, but to be honest, I cannot tell you who the tournament winners were.  
Many thanks to Matt Fogarty for putting on the event with the help of his friends, 
and to Dean Schoppe for going shopping for burgers and running the kitchen.  

And today (July 1st) – we held the first ever NBL exihibition tournament – 
The Manhattan Breeze against the San Diego Suns –  sponsored by Carlton 
badminton (out of England)… This was a free event and we got to see close up 
some truly spectacular badminton… including Howard Bach (18-time US 
National Champion0 and Eva Lee (10-time US National Champion).   And a few 
of the spectators got to show their serving accuracy and won a racket or a bag 
from Carlton – winners were Linda Alfandary, Art Armstrong, Jennifer Lu, and a 
little kid whose name I did not get… 



  

Susan Dommeyer and Terry Lira Are Laden with 
Precious Medals After Competing in Senior Events 
 
 In early May of 2012, Susan Dommeyer flew to Quebec City, Canada to compete in 
the 2012 Canadian Masters Badminton Championships, considered by most to be the 
most challenging senior badminton tournament in this hemisphere.  This year’s event 
attracted about 220 entrants, many of whom came from Asia, Europe, South America, 
and North America. Sue competed in the 60+ age division and reached the finals in 
women’s singles, women’s doubles, and mixed doubles. She emerged from the three 
finals with two silver medals and one gold medal, winning the 60+ Women’s Doubles 
with Joanne Cicrich of Portland, Oregon (shown in the photo below).  Directly 
following this tournament, she flew to Tucson, Arizona to compete in the U.S. Senior 
National Badminton Championships, where she won gold medals in 60+ Singles, 
Women’s Doubles, and Mixed Doubles and silver medals in 55+ Mixed Doubles and 
50+ Women’s Doubles.  
 

 
 
 Not to be outperformed by Susan, Terry Lira competed in seven events in the 
Tucson tournament, and won five gold medals and two bronze medals.  Other members 
of our club also won medals at the U.S. Senior Nationals, namely, Art and Stephani 
Armstrong, Curt Dommeyer, Carolyn Hoefer, and Creighton Van Horn.  Detailed 
results are displayed below. 
 The next major senior badminton tournament will be held in early July at the 
Orange County Badminton Club. The event will hold singles events as well as 
“combined age” doubles events (where partners add their ages to make the various age 
categories, anywhere from 80+ to 130+).  
 
 



  

Results for the 2012 U.S. Senior National Badminton 
Championships (Medal Winners) 

 
Art Armstrong  Gold in 80+ Men’s Singles 
    Bronze in 75+ Men’s Singles 
 
Stephani Armstrong Gold in 55+ Women’s Doubles (with Terry Lira) 
    Bronze in 45+ Women’s Doubles (with Terry Lira) 
 
Curt Dommeyer   Gold in 60+ Mixed Doubles (with Susan Dommeyer) 
    Bronze in 55+ Men’s Doubles (with Creighton Van 
Horn) 
    Bronze in 55+ Mixed Doubles (with Mary Ann Bowles) 
 
Susan Dommeyer  Gold in 60+ Women’s Singles 
    Gold in 60+ Women’s Doubles (with Mary Ann Bowles) 
    Gold in 60+ Mixed Doubles (with Curt Dommeyer) 
    Silver in 55+ Mixed Doubles (with Creighton Van Horn) 
    Silver in 50+ Women’s Doubles (with Lisa Ward-
Knechtel) 
 
Carolyn Hoefer   Gold in 55+ Women’s Singles 
    Bronze in 55+ Women’s Doubles  
     (with Deborah Lorenzo) 
    Bronze in 50+ Women’s Doubles  
     (with Deborah Lorenzo) 
 
Terry Lira   Gold in 45+ Mixed Doubles (with Dudley Chen) 
    Gold in 50+ Mixed Doubles (with Dudley Chen) 
    Gold in 55+ Mixed Doubles (with Dudley Chen) 
    Gold in 35+ Women’s Doubles  
     (with Theodora Hashimoto) 
    Gold in 55+ Women’s Doubles  
     (with Stephani Armstrong) 
    Bronze in 45+ Women’s Doubles  
     (with Stephani Armstrong) 
    Bronze in 40+ Women’s Doubles  
     (with Theodora Hashimoto) 
 
Creighton Van Horn Silver in 55+ Mixed Doubles  
     (with Susan Dommeyer) 
    Bronze in 55+ Men’s Doubles (with Curt Dommeyer) 
 

 



  

T h e  F i n a l  W o r d   
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

So – putting out a shuttlecock on time seems to be harder for me than I 
thought… I am always waiting on inputs from people or even when I have the 
inputs, then other things take on a priority, such as sleep, playing badminton, 
work, you have it….  The thing is that I am always thinking of things to add to 
the Shuttlecock, but I am doing that when I am in bed… and then I get up and, I 
actually have to work…. So another day goes by… and then I want to update the 
website prior to sending out the Shuttlecock so that I can proudly announce that I 
have update the web site… and another day has gone by…  But I am having a 
good time.  I really enjoy sending out the timely announcements to the 
membership and really appreciate the positive feedback that I get.  Actually – I 
am a bit shocked that I am not universally reprimanded for being so late with this 
thing….   But enough with the apologies.  The end result is that this is a lame 
duck Shuttlecock, mostly written by the old board… Hopefully we will get 
another one out right after the Jr International tournament… and we will have 
articles from our new board members.    

Speaking of which – the Jr International is going to be happening in just two 
short weeks… and I expect all of you to come see it and cheer our players…. 
And I am not sure how much more help we need, but I do know that sign up 
sheets are posted at the club.  We need workers in the kitchen and we need help 
with the party and unpiring… and housing Juniors from around the world….  The 
finals this year are on a Friday – as we had to work in our tournament around the 
Junior Nationals happening at OCBC from July 9 to the 15th and the PanAm 
Junior Badminton Championship in Alberta, Canada, starting on the 22nd.  So – 
this bears repeating – the Finals this year – for the Jr international tournament –
are happening on a Friday – so that is a good day to take off from work.  And 
somewhere in that week will be an Adult and a Junior Party… (my guess is 
Wednesday, but stay posted – ie: look for an email). 

In other news – we had a spanking great time at the first ever Diez de Junio 
party --- which featured Tacos and Tequila for ten dollars…  This was the brain 
child of Mike Whitcomb, who wanted to put on a  Cinco de Mayo party but 
found that the entertainment was  way too costly on that day… it was much much 
cheaper do this in June…. And really, who cares if the Mexicans ousted the 
French a month earlier back in 1862… I mean this was 150 years ago for gosh 
sakes… a month either way makes no difference at all.  As long as we get Tacos 
and Tequila and Mariachis cheap.  (oh and for you que no hablan espanol, Cinco 
de Mayo means June 5th and Diez de Junio means June 10th).   So this was 
Mike’s brainchild but a big thanks goes to Stephanie Schwartz that put on most 
of the party and hosted the New Members (we combined the New Members 
Social and the Diez de Junio party).  Viva la revolucion…. (sorry – got carried 
away). 
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F i n a l  F i n a l  W o r d   
 
And now for some sad news – always at the end of the Shuttlecock – we had 

two of our long time members pass away in April.   
 
Frank Sasine who was an Honorary Member of MBBC.  He and his wife 

joined the club in Octobers, 1958. 
Frank died from complications following open-heart surgery on April 19, 

2012.  He leaves his wife Bev and many children. 
  At his request, he did not wish to have any service, but at a later date there 

will be a get together to share memories. MBBC would be the perfect place, 
because the entire Sasine family spent great moments using the club. 

 
RUBIN, Barbara (Bobby) Oct. 18, 1934 - April 28, 2012 Beloved wife, 

mother, grandmother, and friend passed away peacefully in her home surrounded 
by family. She fought breast cancer valiantly for 20 years. She is survived by her 
loving and devoted husband of 57 years, Ira Rubin; her children, Daniel, Regina, 
Paul and her 5 grandchildren. Bobby worked as a physical therapist, but her 
greatest passion was raising her children and spending time with her husband and 
family. She enjoyed family, travel, bridge, her book and movie clubs, theater, 
badminton and especially reminding her five grandchildren to study hard.Up until 
a week before her death, she was still playing bridge, reading, watching movies, 
and visiting with friends. She died peacefully at home in bed. The family was 
there with her.  She and Ira traveled to over one hundred countries.  

 
Bobby and Ira joined the Manhattan Beach Badminton Club in 1971 and 

remained members for 30 years. They participated in parties and badminton, 
utilizing the club in all its aspects. They got their children involved in the junior 
badminton program soon after joining and their children always represented the 
club with the greatest dignity while winning many badminton tournament titles. 
Their "children" continue to play badminton today in Boulder, Minneapolis and 
Atherton as ambassadors of MBBC. 

 
All who were privileged to call Bobby a friend grew to love her and know 

what a special person she was. She will be profoundly missed.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to Planned Parenthood, or to any Breast Cancer or Gay 
Rights organization. 
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