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Pres i dent i a l l y  Speak i ng   
from President@MBBadmintonClub.com 

 

We are off to a great start to the New 

Year here at MBBC. 

This morning I got to participate in the 

workday to clear out the kitchen to prep 

it for its facelift.  A big thank you goes 

to Pat Johnson, our House Chair, for his 

ambition to make the club a more 

enjoyable and usable place, and thank 

you to you the membership for having 

the confidence in us to do a good job.   

I am also grateful for the many 

members who worked this morning, 

many hands made for a light project.  

The new kitchen is going to be stunning 

and I hope it inspires many of you to 

use it.  The kitchen and lounge are great 

places to use as your surrogate family 

room and well worth taking advantage 

of.   

We are also very much looking forward 

to a new hot tub.  The plans have been 

filed with the City and we hope to have 

approval soon so we can move forward 

with the installation.  Speaking of 

things hot, Pat also fixed the women’s 

sauna.  Amazing! 

 

Entertainment at MBBC is also on 

the upswing.  The Children’s 

Holiday Party was so much fun this 

year!  Terry Kaltsas and Lisa Chu 

hosted a festive evening and their 

committee worked hard to give the 

children a wonderful experience, 

thank you all.   

We are thrilled to be able to 

introduce you to our new 

Entertainment Chair, Mike 

Whitcombe.   Mike volunteered to 

join us on the Board and has many 

great, new ideas.  We feel fortunate 

to have him. 

Also, please mark your calendars for 

this year’s Wine Tasting and White 

Elephant Sale and Rummage Sale,  

March 9
th
 and 10

th
.  The Junior 

Badminton Program raises a 

significant portion of their 

fundraising with these two events 

and we hope you will participate.  

Sign-ups for the Rummage Sale are 

on the Club’s bulletin board.  Please 

also feel free to make donations, we 

could use all of your help and 

support.   

Shuttlecock 

January 2012 
 

Vol 73, Issue 3 
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Mem bersh i p  Ne ws  
from vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

 

Happy New Year. 

 

Quite a few membership changes happened during the Holiday season. Several 

members decided to resign from the club to let those on the long waiting list have 

a chance to enjoy this wonderful place. With that, we were able to move several 

people from provisional member to regular member and brought in new 

provisional members.  Here are the changes: 

 

Promoted from Intermediate Associate Members to Associate Members: 

Samuel & Mona Iskander 

 

Promoted from Regular Members to Intermediate Associate Members: 

Nate & Stephanie Hubbard 

 

Promoted from Legacy Member to Regular Member: 

Jon Winter 

 

Promoted from Provisional Members to Regular Members: 

Richard & Susan Gebele 

Maria Curry 

Alan & Maggie Dettelbach 

David Curry 

Jack & Nikki Reinholtz 

Beverly Mitchell 

Brian & Elaine Kong 

Glenn & Annette Caplin 

Aref Hayati & Nahid Mohammadifar. 

 

And we now have several new Provisional Members and plan on adding 6 more 

in the coming weeks.  Please join me in welcoming:  

Mary & Paul Mullenhoff 

Louis & Kimberly Petroni 

Daniella & Mark Mondello 

Tim & Yvette Mallory 
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We also have several new Playing Members:  

Pat Pilouk 

Grace Tsai 

Chase Quinto 

Henry Liu 

Yani Ma 

 

And sadly the following Intermediate Associate Members have resigned:  

Ray and Patty Olsen (Past President) 

 

And the following Regular Members have resigned:  

Randy & Catherine Landis 

Michael & Denise Padden 

Henderson & Nicole Webb 

David Rubenstein 

Dennis & Marianne Fraher 

Dan Lemieux 
 

And the following Playing Members have resigned:  

Florence Lee 

Jongwoong Na 

Sandeep Gupta 

Peter Smith 
 

And we have the following new applications (and sponsors): 

Craig & Heather Schneider (Michael & Linda Griffiths) 

Albert & Lan Ping Roth (Chunmin & Lijun Wang and Dale & Grace Chase) 

Cheng Zhong Wu & Xiaowen Zhou  

(Chunmin & Lijun Wang and William & Amy Yu) 
 

 

The good news is that the MBBC membership is very healthy and that we still have a 

large waiting list.  Current numbers are as follows: 

Honorary Members: 18 

Associate Members: 100 

Intermediate Associate Members: 22 

Regular Members 250 

Legacy Members: 5 

Provisional Members: 8 

Instructor Members: 6 

Playing Members: 48 

Junior Playing Members: 37 



  

$$$  Treasurer’s Report  $$$ 
 

Fellow Members: 
 

Over the last few months I have been 

working with the board and our new 

bookkeeper, Juliette to perform a cash 

flow analysis and projections for our 

club. 

 

As you can see from the attachment, we 

are currently cash flow negative and 

probably have been for a little while.  

This was impossible to analyze until we 

were able to integrate the data into one 

set of books and had the expertise to 

crunch these numbers. 

 

On the positive side, the last dues 

increase was seven years ago when it 

was increased $5 per person or $10 per 

family.  We are still reviewing several 

possibilities, however, if we were able 

to phase in a step-wise dues increase of 

$5 per person per year over the next 

three years, it would stabilize and secure 

our finances.  I will prepare a proposal 

with a complete review of the situation 

for a vote of the membership in May.  

 

On a positive note, the MBBC Board as 

approved the formation of a Strategic 

Planning Committee (SPC) to guide the 

redevelopment and improvement of the 

facility and our services.  The SPC held 

its first meeting in December and is 

planning a retreat to be held in 

February.  The goal of this retreat will 

be to draft a multi-year master plan for 

redevelopment, expansion of services 

and financing which will lead us into 

the next century.  The membership will 

be invited to participate in this retreat 

when the date is finalized.  Interest rates 

are at the lowest rates on record and we 

will be able to continue to improve the 

club with proper financial planning. 

 

I am happy to report that approximately 

30% of the membership is signed up for 

Auto Pay.  We are also moving forward 

with plans to allow the membership to 

opt into electronic invoicing and club 

communication, this will save postage 

and make communication faster and 

more efficient. 

 

PLEASE take the time to complete the 

opt-in form to sign-up for automatic 

quarterly payment of dues is available 

in the ‘forms’ section of the MBBC 

website: 
 
http://www.mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesF
orms/forms/MBBC_AutoWithdrawal.pdf 
 

If you have any questions, please send 

them directly to me at: 
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com.  

 

Yours Truly,  

Noel Chun  

Treasurer  

Manhattan Beach Badminton Club 

http://www.mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesForms/forms/MBBC_AutoWithdrawal.pdf
http://www.mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesForms/forms/MBBC_AutoWithdrawal.pdf


  

N e w s  f r o m  H o u s e  C h a i r  
from house@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

The kitchen remodel was kicked off on Monday January 9
th

.  We had a very successful 

workday to clean out all the kitchen cabinets… We actually had 12 volunteers which 

might be a new record.  Well – it’s a new record for my term.  I would love to get this 

many of you for the February 11
th

 workday – there will be more donuts and coffee 

served…  And there might be an impromptu workday at the end of the month to restock 

the kitchen after the remodel – look for another email blast. 

 

In other news, we have been very busy keeping this place running smoothly.  As you all 

know from the annual meeting, new energy efficient lights were installed in the lounge 

and the ladies bathroom has been fixed up if not fully remodeled.  A 1000% 

improvement if you ask me.  And not wanting to rest on our laurels, this is what we did 

in December: 

 The heater on the roof is now working.  This is the heater for the lounge area.  

The timer next to the thermostat must be turned on in order for the heater to 

come on. 

 The sauna in the women’s bathroom is now working. 

 The DVD player is now working through both the small TV and the large TV.  

The large TV must be turned to Channel 3 when running the DVD. 

 The ballast in the light for Court 2 has been replaced and the light is now 

working properly.  You will no longer be able to blame poor shots on the light. 

 And the internet connection at the Club has been fixed. 

 

N e w  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
from newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday time and a fabulous New Year! 

I am so excited to report that a new kitchen is being installed this month upstairs in the 

lounge. You will bask in your new kitchen surrounded by beautiful gold-tone Venetian 

granite countertops, off-white refinished cabinets, soft beach tan walls and some 

stainless steel sinks. We are going for an updated classic beach look. Everyone must 

thank Pat Johnson for pulling this together and overseeing the job. I think everyone will 

be pleased.  

The workhorse stove has a gas turn-off valve and we will be happy to show you how to 

use it! You'll notice that you don't smell gas and don't hear 

"ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss." 

mailto:house@mbbadmintonclub.com
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A d u l t  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

MBBC CROWNS NEW CHAMPION. 

Eddy Hashikawa...has won this year's Interclub tournament which had over 70 

participants this year. Eddy accumulated 743 points over the course of the year with 

Khoa Tran coming in second place. The Club hosts this event with players at all levels 

competing in a ladder system with each night's top eight finishers going to a playoff. 

Usually held the last Friday of each month, each player's points are cumulative towards 

the overall winner who gets bragging rights as the top player in the Club and their name 

inscribed on the wall plaque at the court entrance.  

Congratulations....Eddy!....a great competitor and nice guy...who says nice guys finish 

last? 

The first Interclub Tournament of the year will be held Friday, January 20
th

 at 7pm... 

and players of all levels are invited.  

 

On Saturday, January 7th....MBBC hosted Cal Berkeley, narrowly besting the students 

by a score of 16-15. The MBBC team brought in such veterans as Dean Schoppe, 

Creighton Van Horn, David Levin, Jim Thatcher, Peter Steinbroner...as well as top 

players...David Neumann, Susanna Zhong, Allen Chong, Josh Young, Pat Pilauk, Grace 

Tsai... and Gina Alfandary...and Juniors...Shawn Whong, Zack Teitelbaum, Chad 

Naramore, Yuan Wang, Zack Friedman.  

There were a great many close matches...as every one of our players contributed to the 

win.  

 

The Senior Fall Classic was held in November hosting about 100 participants from the 

USA and Canada.  MBBC first place winners were Men’s Doubles over 100 – David 

Levin and Guy Chadwick, Mixed Doubles over 100 and over 110 – David Levin and 

Joy Kitzmiller, Mixed Doubles over 80 – Joy Kitzmiller and Budy Sumarli, Women’s 

Singles over 45 – Joy Kitzmiller, Mixed Doubles over 110 – Curt Dommeyer and Joy 

Kitzmiller.  We had many many more winners in second and third place.  Full results 

are posted on http://www.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/winners.aspx?id=4EA56D41-

90F2-4873-A542-BEA1EDCA9D81...   
 

.P o s t - I t  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
from secretary@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
2012 is here. Make it an MBBC 

community year by using your club more 

often, host a game of poker, treat club 

mates to a new recipe by the pool, pick up a 

badminton racket.  Give our new 

entertainment chair, Mike Whitcomb, ideas 

to increase camaraderie, perhaps relating 

what other organizations have done to get 

friends and families together to have fun. 

An exciting year lies ahead for MBBC. 

mailto:adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
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J u n i o r  B a d m i n t o n  
from juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

The junior badminton program at 

MBBC continues to attract many 

young players. On any week-day 

evening from 6:00PM and 8:00PM, 

there are generally a healthy number 

of junior players participating in the 

junior team practice. In some 

evenings recently, there were as 

many as 30 junior players at the 

practice. The junior player 

membership is currently almost full 

with only 3 vacant positions 

remaining.  

Our junior players are very active in 

participating in regional tournaments. 

In the short two weeks of winter 

school recess between December 19 

and the New Year’s Day, many of 

our players took part in two regional 

tournaments. Notably two of our 

young players, Bradford and Russell 

Kong won 3rd place for Under 13 

Boys Double at the 2011 USBDF 

Winter Junior Internationals at the 

OCBC. Several other players also 

won medals at the smaller CAPA 

tournament at the San Gabriel Valley 

Badminton Club.   

With the board’s approval, we have 

appointed a new slate of instruction 

members to assist coach in the junior 

team practice. The new instruction 

members are: Curt Dommeyer, Sue 

Dommeyer, Jo Labor, Richard 

Whong, Suzanna Zhong, Wei Tang. 

The instruction memberships are 

renewed every 6 months according to 

the need of the junior team training 

and the availability of the instruction 

members. We really appreciate the 

contribution of our instructor 

members to our junior badminton 

program. 

 

 

E n t e r t a i n i n g  N e w s  
from entertainment@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

We have some fantastic news – in case you missed in the president’s message – 

we now have an Entertainment Chair --- Mr. Mike Whitcomb.   Mike and Renee 

have been members for over 10 years.  Mike is bringing some new energy to the 

board.  He says that he is looking to bringing some fun events to the club in 2012.   

For those interested in Disco Bingo, a rockin Cinco de Mayo or a trip back to the 

70’s….stay tuned for more information.  For those wanting to put forth ideas and 

participate, please email Mike at xxicdboy@mac.com.   
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R u m m a g e  S a l e  –  M a r c h  9 - 1 2  

from donnaduerr@gmail.com 

 

Each year, after the Rummage Sale, I 

think of how it went and how we 

could improve upon it the following 

year.  I marvel at how much work 

and man power went into making it 

and the Wine Tasting, Silent 

Auction, White Elephant party so 

successful.  As you all know, the two 

events are a package deal.  One 

doesn’t work without the other.   

Last year, Mary Kay Kelly eased her 

way into chairing the Wine Tasting, 

Silent Auction, White Elephant party 

with the guidance of Karren Davis, 

the long time chairman.  We are very 

fortunate in having Mary Kay Kelly 

return again in 2012.  Karren has 

agreed to continue being her 

consultant and helper. 

The Rummage Sale starts its 4-hour 

shifts Wednesday morning and 

continues to Saturday afternoon. 

Several club members return each 

and every year to work on both 

events.  They take pre event jobs plus 

put in several hours throughout the 

week.  Everyone works together and 

the shifts run smoothly. However, we 

continue to recruit other members to 

participate.  We have lots of workday 

credits to give out. 

The biggest challenge of the entire 

week is recruiting enough muscle 

power on Saturday afternoon.  By 

then, the fun is over and the work 

really begins. The courts get cleaned 

off one by one and we start packing 

up what’s left and getting rid of the 

trash. Most important, we get the 

club back to normal.  Any and all 

suggestions are appreciated on how 

to fill the Saturday afternoon shift 

with eager and hardy workers.   

Karren Davis & I have been chairing 

these two events since 1996.   I am 

looking for a permanent co-

chairman, who may eventually take 

over my position of chairing the 

Rummage Sale.  Don’t get me 

wrong, I love the job.   I just might 

be ready, soon to pass the wand. 
 

Donna Gibbs 

310-374-0873 

 

 

 

NOTE from the Editor…. 

This is a fantastic – don’t miss it – opportunity to clear out your garage.  We do 

have a storage room downstairs but it can fill up very quickly.  If you need to 

bring your stuff over sooner than later, it will need to be packed in stackable 

boxes and you will need to coordinate with Donna to store it.  And do not miss 

the Wine Tasting party – it’s hands down the best party of the year. 

mailto:donnaduerr@gmail.com


  

 

You are invited to the annual 

Manhattan Beach Badminton Club’s 

Wine Tasting Party 
White Elephant, Silent Auction 

(A Junior Program Fund Raising Event) 
 

 

Open to non-member friends   7:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 9, 2008 
 

 

Incredible appetizers and soft drinks provided 

 

Rummage Pre-Sale 
 

 

Admission: $10 per couple & a bottle of fine wine 

Or $5 for one person & a bottle of fine wine 

 

Wine Contest 

Winners of the “best” bottles of wine will get a special prize. 
 

Reservations Call: 
 Mary Kay Kelly (310) 545-4839 
 

Join the Fun 

Remember –  

park west of the club 

 

 

M B B C  A N N U A L  

R U M M A G E  S A L E  

S a t  M a r c h  1 0   8 A M  t o  

2 P M  
 

Remember – We need your treasures and maybe 

Mary Kay or Karren will select them for the White 

Elephant sale….  How much will people bid for 

them?????           Call Donna Gibbs 310-374-0873 



  

T h e  H o m e t o w n  F a i r  
OK – it is a bit early to start thinking about next year’s Hometown Fair – but I could 

not pass up on the opportunity to deliver the good news about last year’s Hometown 

Fair.   If you can believe it, this is actually hot news that came in just yesterday.  I will 

not paraphrase this as it is too good – I will include the entire email as it was received 

yesterday: 

All, 

Finally we are set for the check presentation!  Please join me at the Manhattan Beach 

City Council Meeting on January 17th to receive your group's portion of the proceeds 

to the Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair's Beer Garden.  The meeting starts promptly 

at 7:00 pm in the council chambers at City Hall.  They do try and get presentations out 

of the way as quickly as they can so you should not be there for any longer than an 

hour but I cannot be sure.   Each group will receive a check for $6,126.90 for a total of 

over $24,500 earned over the weekend.  Not bad for a day in the sun with friends 

around you! 

Hope to see you all there!   

Thank you, 

Eric M. Hartman  

Board Member, Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair Board 

Beer Garden 

 

And Peter Chen tried to report the following in one of those Shuttlecocks that never 

made it out… this too is good news: 

We sold about 800 hot dogs in the last two days in MB Hometown Fair (and our own 

people ate about 50).  Still got 100 left. maybe we can eat hot dog for board meeting 

snack.... 

We’ll net about $1500 to $1600 for hot dog booth. 

 

The Board wants to give our heartfelt thanks to all of those that helped out at the 

Hometown Fair this year.  The proceeds from that weekend of hard work will go a long 

way towards making our Junior program the best that it can be.  

 

T h e  J r .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
from rskinr@verizon.net 

 

This is your chance to be involved in the 20
th

 Annual and beyond, Jr. International 

Badminton Tournament.  The draw desk needs a person(s), computer literate, 

preferably retired, to learn the program used in preparing the draws.  Work day credits 

and a chance to work with a fine group of volunteers.   

Contact Roy Skinner, 310-545-2841 or email him. 

mailto:rskinr@verizon.net


  

T h e  J r .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
from rskinr@verizon.net 

 

Roy Skinner needs your help.  Find out what the Jr. International Badminton 

Tournament is all about and how it runs with a cadre of experienced volunteers.  Roy 

needs to release most of the duties as co-director of the Jr. tournament.  Please call Roy 

@ 310-545-2841 or email rskinr@verizon.net 
 

 

T h e  J r .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
from maps@graphics.usc.edu 

 

This is for you who enjoy and use FACEBOOK.  The Jr. International Badminton 

Tournament is looking to use facebook in an attempt to contact prospective players.  

The program is already in place and now we need a person(s) to make the contacts.  

Fun with work day credits.  Please contact Patti Neumann @ 310-796-0910 or email . 

 

B l u r b  f r o m  L e e  C a l v e r t  

Lee had sent this to me in September….It was just so nice of her….  

 

Just a note regarding one of our top junior players who has now gone off to 

University of Calif. at Santa Cruz.   Gina Alfandary and I met for lunch at Crown 

College on the UCSC campus among the redwoods.   She has been there only a 

couple of weeks and visiting the dorm, I saw that Gina already know so many 

young students and has been working with the UC Santa Cruz Badminton team.  

We walked to the Cowell College (the University consists of several colleges) 

dining hall and still Gina already knew many who were there.   Badminton has 

been such a great way for our young people to meet the challenges of leaving 

home and fitting into college life, giving them confidence and social graces early 

on.   I am so happy to report to all the parents in our club how much I think our 

junior badminton program has contributed to our young members.  Gina seems 

to love it there – missing her family & friends here, but adapting to a new way of 

life.    I might add that she is taking some heavy courses – among them Calculus 

and courses for a Biochemistry major, and of course, badminton will be a 

wonderful addition.  It was so nice to meet up with her there and I’m pleased to 

add she is looking forward to joining us at the MBBC Jr. International in summer 

2012. 

Hoping to meet up with her next time I go to visit my family in Santa Cruz. 

mailto:rskinr@verizon.net
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N e w  Y e a r  R e s o l u t i o n s   
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
1. Play more  badminton 

2. Send out the Shuttlecock monthly 

3. Update the web site 

4. Clean out my garage for the Rummage sale 

5. Party at the Wine Tasting / White Elephant event 

6. Lose the 4 pounds I gained over the holidays 

7. Help out at the Club workdays 

8. Did I mention, play more badminton? 
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