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Pres ident ia l ly  Speaking   
from President@MBBadmintonClub.com 

 
I am happy to report that the 

first adult holiday party in over 
two years was a huge success.  
More than 120 people enjoyed 
the Mad Men themed event 
with the majority coming 
dressed in that classic 50’s 
style.  The party committee 
payed incredible attention to 
detail, and this was key to 
making it all work.  They 
transformed our beachy lounge 
into a great looking, hip 50’s 
lounge with a live jazz band 
and not only a wine and beer 
bar, but a martini bar as well.  
They even went so far as to 
float lights in the pool for that 
romantic ambiance.  A big 
thanks to DeDe Tran for 
starting the ball rolling and for 
Mike Whitcomb and the rest of 
the crew, including but certainly 
not limited to Lynn Hook, Maria 
Curry, John Boone, Jeff Lewis, 
David Hirsch, Mark Campe and 
Beverly Mitchell for bringing it 
all to life. 

Not to be outdone, Terry 
Kaltsas and her team are ready 
to host the Kid’s Holiday Party 
on December 12th.  Since this 
Shuttlecock will probably be 
published after  this party, and 
because Terry has done such a 
great job hosting this party in 
the past, I am confident this 
year’s party was another 
success.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped and a big 
thank you to Santa for making 
a special appearance during 
his busiest time of year.  
(editor’s note: this party was 
also a huge success, with over 
45 kids in attendance.) 

 
It was a long journey of eight 

months dealing with City Hall 
and another four months of 
construction but our Jacuzzi 
and handicap lift are open for 
business.  We had our grand 
opening and ribbon cutting 
ceremony right before the 
November general meeting.  

Shuttlecock 

December 2012 
 

Vol 74, Issue 5 

mailto:President@MBBadmintonClub.com


  

Mike Whitcomb, in his usual 
priestly garb, blessed the new 
hot tub.  And Pat Johnson 
thought it would be cool to test 
out the new lift, by lowering his 
most valuable treasure, his wife 
DeAnne, almost, almost into 
the Jacuzzi.  Luckily for Pat, the 
lift worked like a charm. 

 
In other news, we now have 

new cable box that allows 
members to enjoy way more 
TV channels in the lounge… 
thanks to Stephani for making 
this happen and to Gary 
Brockman for suggesting it. 

 

This Club is going through a 
resurgence of sorts.  First, we 
had a great party in keeping 
with the social aspect of our 
Club.  And social badminton 
tournaments are gaining in 
popularity, which is a good 
thing for a badminton club.  We 
held our last Friday Night 
tournament of the year on 
December 7th.  A few years 
ago, we had only enough 
participants to fill three courts.  
Now, it’s so popular, we have 
to turn people away.   

 
I want to wish everyone  

safe, wonderful and happy 
Holidays. 

………..Peter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

$$$  Money Talks  $$$ 
from treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
This bills are paid and we still have money in the bank making 
this season merry and bright.  So Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, Feliz Navidad, Seasons Greetings and a Happy 
New Year to all. 

………..Stephani 
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M embe r s h ip  Ne ws  
from vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

Let me begin my December’s report by wishing all of you the Very 
Best for a Wonderful Holiday Season and Healthful and Prosperous 
New Year. Hopefully your use of the Manhattan Beach Badminton 
Club will help with the “Wonderful and Healthful” part of my wishes 
for you.  

Our membership is full and we still have a 4 year waiting list. I 
know, this sounds like a broken record, but with new applications and 
resignations, we don’t seem to move much from the 4 year wait.   We 
have had some movement recently in our membership ranks, so please 
make note of the following: 
Resignations: 

Michael & Julie Stauber  (Regular Members) 
Kevin & Nancy Murray   (Regular Members) 

New Regular Members (From Provisional Membership) 
Jerome Chen & Michelle Murdocca 
Jeff & Cyvia Lewis 
Tim & Kate Bergin 
Don & Diane Petroni 
Doug & Susan Anders 

New Regular Members (From Provisional Membership) 
Tom & Jackie Morley  

 New Applications 
Kevin & Sandy Boyle sponsored by the Barreras & the Maloneys 
Eric & Allison Rainey sponsored by the Hodgemans & the Maloneys 
Mark & Megan Pfaff sponsored by Jim McCaverty & Mike Johnson 
Andrew Spilsbury & Jonna Jerome sponsored by Caplin and Marshall 
Kristina & Brant Cooper sponsored by the Stellers & the Schnacks 

 

On behalf of the Board, I would like to congratulate and welcome 
aboard both our new Regular and Provisional members.  At the same 
time, we are sorry to have to accept the resignations of the Staubers 
and Murrays, but wish them the very best in their future endeavors.  
 See you at the Club.                                      ……Pat Johnson, VP 
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I n  M emor iam  
 
This has been one of the harder Shuttlecock editions for me to write 
which is why I think it took so long to come out…. Karren was a dear 
friend, our kids went to school together, and the Davis’ sponsored us 
into the club.  My life would be very different if it were not for 
Karren….. Linda and I attended her memorial services and half the 
club was there as were a lot of other common acquaintances that are 
not in the club.  And I never would have known what a fuzzy navel 
was, were it not for her Christmas parties….  But if you did not know 
Karren, here is a short MBBC focused bio.  This is just the tip of the 
iceberg of who Karren Davis was.  
Karren and Bob Davis joined MBBC in 1988 and their girls, DeDe and 
Kristen began playing junior badminton immediately.  Karren became 
a huge supported of the junior program. For the next thirteen years she 
travelled to each Jr. National Championships as a sponsor and 
organized the Home Town Fair MBBC booths (including the beer 
concession one year). Karren also threw herself into the Jr. 
International tournament.  She and Donna Gibbs obtained the medals 
and sorted them into each of the championship categories (she 
continued this until last year).  One of Karren’s joys was the pasta 
party she held for the juniors and their parents midway through each Jr. 
National tournament.  She and Bob held the party at their house at their 
expense.  One of Karren’s quirks was her abhorrence of paper and 
plastic dishware, so the pasta was served on porcelain dishes and 
glassware to all 100+ attendees.   
In support of the Jr. Program, Karren and Donna revived the Wine 
Tasting/White elephant party and the MBBC yard sale.  Karren chaired 
the party until 2010 when she was diagnosed with stage IV lung 
cancer.  Through Karren and Donna’s combined efforts with their 
committees,  the Jr. Program earned approximately $5000 each year.  
Almost as important, the party proved to be very entertaining for the 
club members.  In appreciation for her support of the Jr. program, 
Karren in 2005 was made an honorary member of MBBC. Karren’s 
vivacity, love of people and smile will be sorely missed.   
 
 



  

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  C h a i r  
from house@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Only call Gary at 310-567-6060 

Once again I extend many thanks for the enthusiastic workday 
participation.  Special thanks to Stephanie Armstrong and Peter 
Steinbroner who organized a hugely successful November work party.  
Over 20 participated, and completed all tasks!  The December Work party 
featured Helen, Hiro, Steve, Lev and Yuriy who cleaned the white lines on 
the courts, cleaned the pool plaza area, scrubbed flooring, painted, and 
fixed badminton benches.  A special thank you to all. 
 
Lockers: We will update and re-activate Club’s locker policy soon, a brief 
outline below: 

• 50% of lockers available for rental.  
• Monthly locker fee $5.00, paid on an annual basis ($60/year) 

through ACH.  
• No Junior locker renters but parents can rent, and let kids use it.  
• Fee will start with the February billing cycle, and will apply to all 

Club lockers. 
• A detailed 30 Day notice will be posted on locked lockers before the 

end of the year. 
If you want to sign up for a locker, contact Gary Penberthy, 310-567-6060 
or notify me via email,  garyp@penberthy.com 
 
Again, thank you workers for helping to keep your club in great shape. 
 

Gary Penberthy 
310-567-6060 

 

 
P o s t - I t  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

from secretary@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
The mandate is down:  we will party heartier in 2013 and 14 and 15 -- cuz 
once Party Mike W. is rolling, we should keep him rolling.  Now, folks, we 
need roster photos from the rest of you so we can know with whom we 
are partying.  Thx to the 20 families  that have emailed your .jpg file 
photos to beau@elwell.com so far .. and to those 20 more that had their 
photos taken at our Nov. meeting.  We are starting our online roster soon. 
 Please help make it a success.  Take your family photos and send them 
in. 
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. E n t e r t a i n i n g  N e w s  
from entertainment@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
Hey everyone…fresh off the heels 
of a great Mad Men party (thank 
you DeDe)  - wanted to ensure 
everyone is thinking about "What's 
Next" for great socializing at the 
Club.   
We need to break in that Jacuzzi 
right with a Jacuzzi Jamboree 
gathering and we have some 
square dancing coming up in 
January.  Look for an email blast 
on each of those. 
In March, we will be paying 
tribute to St. Patrick with a festive 
array of beers, some green but 
many dark, corned beef and of 
course "green" margaritas.  Block 
out the afternoon of Sunday March 
17th…might even hear a few bag-
pipes blown!  And while we will 
want to be in some form of 
costume (don't wear green, get 
pinched) no need to wear a 

leprechaun suit, unless you really 
really want to! 
In June the ever popular and 
certainly lower cost version of 
Cinco De May returns with Ocho 
de Junio!  Same basic set up as 
before….Tacos and Tequila for 
Twenty.  However band will play 
longer, food will last longer and 
might even have to up the 
quantities of Margaritas.  Ole! 
Don't forget to spend more time at 
the club in 2013.  I am committing 
to 100 days of MBBC Excellence 
in 2013….don't just come for the 
pool or BBQ….come to have fun, 
socialize and play some badminton 
(beginner classes start in Jan).  It 
will be rewarding! 
Have a great holiday season…. 
  

Mike Whitcombe - 
xxicdboy@mac.com 

 
 

 R u m m a g e  S a l e  N e w s  
The Rummage Sale and White Elephant Auction are just around the 
corner and now would be a good time to put aside unwanted treasures 
for the sale.  All proceeds from the sale go to the Juniors’ Fund and are 
therefore 100% tax deductible.   If they are not there already, there 
soon will be Rummage Sale sign up sheets on the courts near the 
entrance.  We always need a huge amount of volunteers to put on an 
event of this magnitude and what this means for you is the chance to 
pick up a fun work day or two…  See the flyer on the next page: 
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A  B i r d i e  T o l d  M e . . .  
By Lynn O’Connell 

How do you do? Our new members answer the question, “Now that 
you have officially become members, what has been the nicest/most 
unexpected surprise about the club? 
 
 
The Bergin Family – Kate, Tim, Leah (22), Connor (12) and 
Hannah (10). 
 
“Our nicest unexpected surprise was hosting some players for the 
badminton tournament.    We expected a great experience but the boys 
we hosted were amazing.  They were very polite and took time to pay 
attention to our kids.  They were a part of our family for a week.  We 
went to their matches and cheered them on, we took them places with 
us when they were not playing badminton, and in their off time, rather 
than take a break from badminton, they wanted to teach us how to play 
the game better.  In addition to badminton, we learned about the 
Vietnamese culture - they told us what it was like in Vietnam and I 
experimented with making Vietnamese food - We all enjoyed eating 
homemade Pho - Manhattan Beach style!  It was great fun.” 
 
Thank you and welcome, Bergin family! By the way, Kate is the 
curator for TEDxManhattanBeach! Be sure to ask her about this 
incredible speaker series the next time you see her at the Club! 
 
 
David Hilton  
 
After many years enjoying the pool and BBQ, David joins the Club as 
a playing member! He has a 16 year old daughter who also enjoys 
playing badminton with friends. And the next time you see David, 
challenge him to a match! 
 



  

The Mullenhoff Family – Paul, Mary, DJ (8), Sarabeth (5) 
 
“We love how warm the pool is…how easy it is to just bring food, 
BBQ, swim and let the kids play in the playground.  Our kids have been 
taking swimming classes from coach Bob once a week.  We love the 
club and being members!”   
 
Mary mentioned that DJ is taking badminton lessons from Coach twice 
a week. We’ll be keeping an eye out for DJ at the next Jr. International 
Tourney next summer! 
We want to hear about our members! Tell us about your new baby, 
significant birthday, wedding announcement (or anniversary) or any 
other fun and interesting item you'd like to share with your Club 
family. The Shuttlecock will make the announcement in the monthly 
"A Birdie Told Me" column. Send your entries to Lynn OConnell at 
kloconnell@gmail.com 
 
 

A t t e n t i o n  A l l  P a r e n t s  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

We want to encourage all Regular Members to have their 
children participate in our Junior Program.    
 
There will be a fundraiser coming up and will announce the 
details soon.     

Monday and Wednesday 6-8pm – Beginners 

Tuesday and Thursday 6-8pm – Intermediate-Advanced play 

NOTE: Coach will be on vacation the following days: 
   December 24-25-26-27 and January 1st. 
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A d u l t  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

Congratulations to Grace Tsai....our new IntraClub 
Tournament Champion. 
Grace is a great player and the second woman to hold the 
crown as the Club's overall champion.   She had to 
overcome an insurmountable lead by winning on the last 
night by four points.   Grace will have her name 
permanently inscribed on our plaque that hangs on the 
court walls. 
Now comes the hard part.   No champion has ever 
repeated. 
Next IntraClub Tournament will be held next month.....date 
to be announced. 
Big News: Starting next month...Dean Schoppe will be 
holding his Beginner's Clinic on Monday nights (starts 
January 7th at 8PM).   See details from the flyer at the club.  
It's FREE and all beginner players are encouraged and 
welcome.   We will supply racquets and shuttles.   
Let me emphasize – these lessons will be targeted to new 
beginners… we want you (and you know who you are) to 
come in and pick up a racket and give this great sport a 
shot.  If there are too many signups, new beginners will 
have priority. 

See you on the courts …………..Robert Alexander 
 

PS:  Lately, Monday nights has been a mix of beginner and 
advanced players – but for January court time will 
likely not be available to advanced players on Monday 
nights.  You are welcome to come and watch and help 
however. 
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¿ ¿ ¿ U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s ? ? ?  
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
• Jan 7th -  First of four Beginner lessons – 8PM – 9PM 
• Jan 8th - Board meeting 
• Feb 5th - Board meeting 
• Feb 9th - Square dance party 
• Mar 8th  White Elephant Silent Auction and Wine Tasting 
• Mar 9th   Rummage sale (come early) 
 
Those of you astute members might have noticed that I pushed back 
my Square Dance party by two weeks… It turns out that my original 
date of January 26th conflicted with the Anniversary Dance at a local 
club and I was not going to get a good turnout of “angels” (ie: helpers)  
I am hoping to make this party half as successful as the Mad Men 
party….  The plan is to provide live entertainment and food for a rock 
bottom price of 10 dollars a head – not bad for a fun night out.  The 
particular caller that I am trying to book has a great singing voice and 
the dance will be a mix of Square Dancing (with instructions) and free 
dancing or just listening to great music while mingling.  If anyone is 
interested in Square Dancing for real, there is a local club in Torrance 
that is starting up beginner lessons in January (or Thursday nights at 
the Torrance Woman’s Club).  Shoot me an email if you have any 
questions. 
 
One more side note on the Mad Men party…  actually I have a trick 
question for you… did anyone notice that one of the “crew” listed by 
Peter Chen in his report gave credit to an individual who is not actually 
a club member, but is the boyfriend of a club member.  My 
understanding is that he put in as many hours as in making this party a 
success, so a great big thank you goes to Maria Curry for donating her 
boyfriend Mark Campe to the cause.  And more kudos goes to her for 
selecting the rental furniture at the party.  Some of us at the party were 
talking about purchasing white couches for the lounge and a lighted bar 
as well…. and then David Hirsh would have something to do with 
himself on Saturday nights (he was the bar tender). 
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