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Our 2016-17 Board

Dick Rose - President

Rocky Wilson - Vice President

Stephani Armstrong -
Treasurer

Cindy Wedegaertmer -
Secretary

Ron Liu - House Chair

John Kravec - New
Construction

Peter Steinbroner - Adult
Badminton

Yuko Kawasaki - Junior
Badminton

Kathleen Keifer -
Entertainment

Mary Mullenhoff -
Communications

Gene Harbeck - Past
President

Changes to The Shuttlecock Newsletter

We have decided to change the Shuttlecock from a monthly newsletter to

a quarterly newsletter.  We will highlight key events and activities in for

each season. Many things are happening at the club and we want to

make sure the membership stays informed.  In the interim months, we will

send out special announcements that need your quick response, on an

as needed basis. 

 

Meet the 2016-2017 Board

Contact us for any questions, party planning, workday credits and any other

club related needs.  
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A message from President
Dick Rose

            This is a sad time for the club.  As most of you are aware, Bill Bundy

passed away at the club early in the morning on Sunday, July 29th.  We extend
our sympathy to Patti and the family and we have sent flowers to Patti.  Bill will be
missed by us all.
   
             The Board has raised its concern about the safety of the club and we are
considering changes to the rules particularly about items where violations of the
rules can result in unsafe conditions.  The greatest concerns are related to
children at the club that do not have proper supervision, and the pool and Jacuzzi
are hazards since we have no lifeguards.
 
            Recently there was a violation of the rules when a parent took their small
child into the Jacuzzi.  Small children do not have the ability to compensate for the
105 degree water, and it is very dangerous for them. Besides even little ones can
read, and you would be teaching them that it OK to ignore rules.   Another serious
event occurred when two young children entered the club using their parents
key, but without parents.  If something should go wrong when violations like these
happen, it would be devastating. 
 
            As a result of these events, one of the actions the Board is considering is
changing the rules, raising the fine to $100 for a first violation, $250 for the
second violation, and much more serious action if a third should happen.   We
have a fabulous club that is an incredible bargain, and we only ask that people
pay their dues, help by doing a few work days, and follow the rules.  Thank you
to the majority of you who do follow the rules.  We desperately need you help. 
Please contact me if you see corrections that need to be made.    
 
            The committee that was formed to publish a new Directory is going strong
and will soon be asking you to come in for pictures (or provide one) so that we
can hand out the new Directory at the November meeting.    We are also planning

the 80th Birthday party, probably for October. Kathleen will let you know the
details.  We are looking for more help on this one.
 
            The Board is working hard on all our improvement projects, and the
Bathrooms will be next. We will start after the Pub-in-the-Club event at the end
of August.  We also have a dangerously leaning tree along Ardmore, and we are
hoping the city will let us take it out without a fee from them.  We also have a
contractor selected for the court post repairs, and that will probably begin in
September.
 
            Our gavel from under the podium in the lounge has disappeared.  If you
know anything about it, please get it back to us.
 
Dick
 

A message from Vice President
Rocky Wilson

The Club remains completely full. 

Below is the current list of members who have either left the club or are getting
ready to join.  We welcome the new members and a special 'welcome back' to the
Miglins, former associate members, who are returning to the club.  Glad to have
you back!

1. The Fredreksz resigned as of June 2016.

2. The Pilouks and Tsias declined membership.

3. The Szneways are ready to join and will meet Board in August.

4. The Wally & Kathy Miglin are returning associate members.

5. Adam and Linda Shea will join us as regular members

6. Malcom and Melissa Ke are signed out to join but we are waiting to hear back
from them.  We  will contact to see if they still want to join.

7. Dalile Tai - is currently very happy as single playing member, so had declined
regular family membership.

We have not had a lot of resignations, however, because some on the waiting list
have declined membership, the waiting list is moving ahead.  We have about 37
families on the waiting list as of July.  

 



A message from Entertainment Chair
Kathleen Keifer
 

Committees for the 80th Birthday party and our celebration is scheduled
for  Friday October 14 as the date of the 80th anniversary party.  Friday's make
sense because they don't compete with college and pro football.

I'm hosting a happy hour/planning party at the club August 16 at 5:00 PM to
brainstorm fun ideas and plan a great party!

Also, for private party requests, please contact me so I can secure appropriate
approval. 

Cheers! Kathleen

A message from House Chair
Ron Liu
 

 

Here is a brief report about our club house.

1. Thanks to swift board approval, I was able to call service to repair the ceiling
fan on court #5. The new fan is absolutely fantastic. you can barely hear any
noise. Just wish to have more budget to change the notoriously noisy one on
court #3:)

2. Plumbing service was called for both man's and lady's bathroom.

3. July workday was quite a accomplishment. three of the four people helped
John to dismantle and clean the playground frames. Enough rubber chips were
collected to fill all four recycle bins. Two gentlemen did a real man's job!! The
recycle bin got too heavy and I had to pull some bags out so that we were able
to drag them out to the curb side for collection. For the last three weeks, I have
been put back some of these bags to the recycle bins. It looks as we will need
another two weeks before all done.

4. Our biggest issue is the water sprinkler system on the north-west side. One
estimation was submit, but the price is too high. I was planning to test sprinklers
to see which ones are good, but could not find the key to the controller. I plan to
cut the controller box open when I got back.

Due to my travel schedule, August workday is changed to Saturday
the 27th. 

Have a great August!
Ron
 

  

A message from Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

Mark your calendars today for Aug 28, 2016 from 1:00-5:00 PM. 

Pub at the Club is still looking for Volunteers!   Please sign up for MBBC Pub at the
Club - August 28th on SignUp.com today!

  

 

Please sign up for MBBC Pub at the
Club -August 28th on SignUp.com
today!
This sign up is for MBBC Pub at the Club - August 28th. Sign up online today and
receive automated reminders for...

 

 

http://signup.com/go/H4m823
http://signup.com/go/H4m823
http://signup.com/go/H4m823


357 juniors traveled from around the country to Harbour Pointe Badminton Club in
Mulkiteo, Washington for Junior Nationals.  25 events were held spanning age
groups U11 through U19.  Leading into the big event, there was everything you
could ask for in a Netflix Drama.  Juniors & their parents scrambled to find the best
possible partner for the event.  Parents went nuts and fired off letters to USAB
with angry accusationsof cheating, mostly regarding resident vs. non-resident
status.  As parents spend thousands of dollars for training, equipment, travel,
sports psychologists, and private coaching, they want to make sure their junior is
getting everything they are owed.  On the upside, it is a sign of the times as
badminton continues to grow.

Five of our juniors made the trip: Shirleen Chen, Eric Mei, Sam Schwartz, Lulu Yu,
& Richard Zheng.  Some of their highlights...........Shirleen & Sam won three
matches in U19 mixed consolation before losing to eventual consolation winners.
 Eric Mei played up in U17 and won one match. Lulu & her partner Brandon from
GBA won both of their matches in U17 mixed doubles pool play before losing in
the main draw.  Lulu also won her opening match in U17 girls' singles 21-17, 17-
21, 21-18.  Richard also won a long 3-game match in U11 mixed doubles 21-23,
21-11, 21-13.

Our juniors returned to MBBC reminded of how competitive the sport is outside of
our MBBC bubble where they all enjoy the sport.  As a badminton parent, I
wonder how "great" my kids could be at badminton if I pushed, screamed, and
demanded they spend more time on and off the court training to become the best.
  Instead, I am "stuck" with one kid who is heading off to college and still loves the
sport....she is taking her badminton gear and wants to join the college team.
 Winning junior nationals would be cool, but more importantly, our juniors continue
to play after they have aged out and gone on to the rest of their lives.  Our MBBC
juniors return to us during the summer and are still having fun playing.  They
WANT to play......this is what success really looks like!

 
 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter Steinbroner

Adult badminton clinics will be held on Monday evenings from 8:00 PM to 9:30 PM
for members during August and September (except Labor Day).  For more
information call Dean Schoppe at 310-505-3535.

The Senior Tournament is schedule for November 4-6th 2016,  Check the
www.manhattanbeachbadmintonclub.com for more information and a link to sign
up. 

A message from Treasurer
Stephani Armstrong

Nothing has changed since my report during the May general meeting.
We have money in the bank and are paying our bills. For a treasurer,
thats music to the ears.
 
We approved paying for a fan in the courts and received approval from
the city and the board to remove one of the trees on the property that is in
need of removal.  

A message from New Construction Chair
John Kravec

Based on your feedback during the May 15, 2016 Annual Membership Meeting
and discussion with past and current MBBC Board members, I put together a
MBBC 16-17 Facilities Plan.  In summary, this plan shows us stepping through
most of the remaining areas of clean up and refresh for the club.

First is performing a "Refresh" of the restrooms over the summer and the fall.  I
will be working with our designer and the construction committee to come up with
a plan for a cost-effective "Refresh" of our restrooms.  In parallel with the
bathrooms, I propose to form a membership committee to look at the options for
the lower playground area.  If the committee can work efficiently and get
agreement on an overall lower playground area plan, we can start on an update
of the lower playground in the fall.  I will be putting out a notice for volunteers for
the Lower Playground Committee in a couple of weeks.  If you are interested in

 



the lower playground, look for the notice organizing the committee.  But up front, I
want to let any potential volunteers know that I will expect the committee members
do some research, particularly if they have some favorite feature they want
incorporated into the area.  I also expect the committee members to compromise
and be willing to reach a consensus, since the area must accommodate multiple
uses.
We will also be doing some previously identified repairs over the summer and the
fall.  That include repairing the club support posts and the cabana roof.  I will
also be removing the old playground set  and the messy rubber chips around
the playground set.  I also have a request to add padding to the court
benches.  This is not so much to make the benches more comfortable to sit on
but to protect players when they have a collision with a bench.  Since I am an
advocate of LED lights for brightness, efficiency, and longevity I would like to test
using LED tubes on one string of court lights.  If that proves acceptable to
the players, then I would propose converting all the court lights to LED tubes later
in the club year.

That should take us to or perhaps somewhat beyond the November Membership
Meeting.  After the November meeting, I would like to focus on the lounge area. 
At the May 15 Meeting, I thought I got feedback that members wanted new
furniture for the lounge more than a refresh of the lounge.  However, several
members have told me that we should also "Refresh" the lounge.  Assuming the
previous projects go well, I may look for additional member feedback on the
lounge at the November Meeting.

Another area suggested was coating the downstairs kitchen floor.  That is
something I expect to look into in early 2017.  Other suggestions from after the
May Meeting had to do with games and entertainment for the cabana area,
such as an outdoor pool table, a new table tennis table, foosball, air hockey and
chess area.  If all the other projects go reasonably well and we have some
construction money remaining, I will look into the game equipment in the spring of
2017, in order to have it in place for summer of 2017.  Another area that needs
restoration is replacing the cracked deck slabs at the southwest corner of the
pool.
So instead of having a large project for the year, this new club year should still be
busy, but with a number of more moderate and small projects.  I look forward to
moving ahead with your support.  But remember we need to support a number of
different views from the membership, so if you are going to be an advocate for a
specific feature, you need to support with research and ultimately be willing to
achieve a consensus though compromise.  Doing so will make my job easier and
allow us to once again meet our ambitious goals for the year.  Thanks!
  
August Supplement:
President Dick Rose and I met with designer Monica Falzon to review the
bathrooms and assess what should be changed for a "Refresh" of each
bathroom.  The Refresh means that we are looking for a relatively minor rework
and improvement to the bathrooms, without major changes, but with the idea of
improving their look and function.  This means no adding or moving toilet or
shower lines, but such things as replacing rusty divider feet at the floor level,
new toilets, new sinks, new mirrors, fans to remove humidity from the women's
shower area, broken tile replacement, refinishing or replacing the locker benches,
and of course new paint.  For the women's bathroom, we are also considering
restricting the view from the hallway and/or a changing area.

I initiated an email blast to all members announcing a Bathroom Refresh Town Hall
Meeting on Monday, July 25.  About 25 members showed up for the Bathroom
Town Hall.  We started the Town Hall with a walk through of both bathrooms, so all
present were familiar with the condition of both bathrooms.  Then we went
through our list of potential changes.  It was an open discussion and we got
additional suggestions and good feedback from members.  Monica will be working
with a contractor to get a bids on performing the Refresh to each bathroom.  If the
bid for each bathroom comes in under the $20,000 Board approval limit, then the
Board can approve proceeding with the refreshes.  If the bid comes to over
$20,000 for each bathroom, then we will have to wait and bring the bids to the
November Semi-Annual Meeting for approval or scale back the scope of each
refresh.  Based on our discussion, we expect the scope (and therefore cost) to
be less for the men's bathroom than for the Women's bathroom.

We cut up the remaining structure of the old playground set at the July 9 Workday
(see picture below).  Workday participants carted the cut up pieces to the
dumpster in the parking lot and they were removed at the next trash pickup.  The
Workday participants also raked up and removed to the dumpster, about half of
the rubber chips around playground set.  I hope the rest of the rubber chips can
be removed at the next Workday so they no longer get tracked around the lower
playground and even the pool area.

I have been doing some research on artificial turf for the lower playground,
particularly to follow up on comments present at the May Annual-Membership
Meeting.  I am looking to have a  MBBC Town Hall Meeting on the Lower
Playground area, probably in September.  Based on the comments I have gotten
and additional research, I think we could consider a combination of synthetic
grass and Sports Court for the lower playground area.  Based additional
comments, it may be desirable to put in a new playground set, albeit one that is
smaller and takes up less space.  These should all be interesting points of
discussion when we hold the Playground Town Hall Meeting.
John
 

Photos of the new furniture.

 



A message from Communications Chair
Mary Mullenhoff

Please send any badminton club-related articles, photos of members
and guests enjoying the Club, and notices of various activities involving
our juniors or other groups playing here. Itll make it more interesting
when we get those kinds of contributions from the folks who use the
Club.

As an example, here are a few pictures of my family playing outdoor
badminton with friends.

Outdoor Badminton Anyone

 

Protect Our Club: Follow the Rules:

A few notes about safety and security:
 

 



Please don't answer the door for anyone who rings it unless you know them.  

Please don't allow your kids to go to the club unsupervised by an adult member.  We do not have a
lifeguard and this could create a large liability for the club.

Please note that fines for breaking the rules have been increased and will be assessed on quarterly
bill.

Please check the website for revised rules, regulations, visitor fees and fines/membership
suspensions. 
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