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Remember! The May General Meeting is on
Sunday May 15, 2016. Happy Hour starts at
3pm and the meeting begins at 4pm.

SCrew Tournament - May 22nd, 2016 (Sunday)

Check in:   10:30 am

Tournament time:   11:00 am to 6:00 pm

Fee:  $30 per person

Other Details:

- Fees will include a minimum of 4 games, one tournament

T-shirt, two Yonex AS30 birdies per match, drinks and

snacks during the tournament, dinner, beer, wine and soda

after the tournament.

- Prizes will be awarded to the winning team. Prizes TBA.

- Limited to 50 participants only: Registration will close

once 50 people have signed up.

Tournament Format:

- The tournament will consist of five teams. (Example: Team

Indonesia, Team Thailand, Team USA, etc.)

- Each player will be leveled and assigned a partner by a

leveling committee into one of the following flight classes: A,

B, C, D, or E.



Susan McTigue –
Communications

Gary Penberthy – Past
President

- One pair from each flight will be assigned to one of the five

teams by lottery.

- Once completed, all five teams will have one pair each

from every flight class.

- Each flight will play round robin (best of 3 games to 21

points).The points won in each game will go towards the

team total.

- The team with highest number of points at the end of the

tournament will be crowned champion and team members

will be rewarded with prizes.

A message from President
Gene Harbeck

April means spring days ahead and opportunities to visit the club more
often. Over the next month or so you will see more changes in the
appearance of the club as we expect the scheduled upgrade to the lobby
entrance to begin as soon as May. In addition the new camera system is
up and operational as of last month.

As mentioned in earlier newsletters, Palos Verdes Engineering examined
the exterior wood post supports of the main badminton court building for
needed repairs. They are recommending that we move forward with
repairs ASAP. The cost for this work, based on the first quote, came in at
$35,000. This project will be discussed at the May membership meeting
where we will be requesting approval for this necessary expense.  In
addition, our construction committee continues their efforts in putting
together a solid plan for future upgrades to the playground area, the
restrooms, landscaping on the pool deck and new furniture for the pool
deck.

I would, again, like to extend my thanks to all members who continue to be
good neighbors. It is important that we are all thoughtful about parking,
traffic, and general congestion in the surrounding neighborhood as we
arrive and depart the club. Thank you, also, to all those who take time to
sign in their guests and for keeping noise levels down, especially in the
early and late hours or during club activities. See you at the club!

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS:
 
Recently, a number of juniors and their friends have come to the Club to use the pool and courts without
an adult member present. 

As a reminder: All juniors must be supervised by an adult member while at the Club. There are no



exceptions. Please remind your children that gaining access to the Club without a parent is not allowed.
 
Special provisions have been adopted to accommodate children of members between the ages of 18-21.
They can sign up as a "Junior Member" allowing them to use the Club and bring a guest. This application
is on our website, there is no cost for this status and must be signed in advance. Otherwise, the junior
must bring a parent. Once a child of a member reaches the age of 21, they are invited to become a
member by filling out an application and meeting with the Board. Otherwise, they are considered a guest.

Any questions--please contact the Vice-President.

A message from Vice President
Dick Rose

The Club remains completely full. Terri and Jeff Warren have joined us
as of April 1st,  and the waiting list continues to grow. New applications
have been received from Roger Fan and Juliet Lee, Lehuanani “Chandra”
Shaw, Tim and Kimberlee Kelly, plus Gary Scalarini and Jenifer Eslani.

If you are behind on your work day obligations, come and join us for the
last work day to help set up for the annual meeting.  Saturday May 14th is
a work day from 8:am to noon. If you cannot make it to the semi-annual
meeting at 4:00pm on the 15th, make sure that at least you send in your
proxies!

I would like to have us update the club Membership Roster (in Booklet
form) since it has not been revised and republished since 2012-2014. I am
looking for anyone who has computer expertise since I understand that
there are new tools that make the job easy. If you have such knowledge
and want to help for work day credits, please contact me!!

Carolyn Hoefer and Rocky Wilson Make their Debuts at the Canadian Masters
Badminton Championships

The 2016 Canadian Masters Badminton Championships were held from the 11st to 16th of April in Halifax,
Nova Scotia. Typically, this is the most competitive senior tournament in this hemisphere. Although it
attracts players primarily from North and South America, it will draw senior players (those 35 years of age
and older) from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. This year the tournament had 239 entrants, and the
draws were strong and deep. The venue for this year’s competition was a newly erected community
center that had 10 courts. The playing conditions were difficult. Both the upper walls and ceiling of the
building were light colored, making it difficult to spot the shuttle as it left a player’s racket. The visibility was
so bad that it was not uncommon to observe players either completely missing the shuttle or hitting it with
their frame. The floor was a bit slippery and it did not appear to be “sprung,” causing players to feel
soreness in their joints and muscles.

Four players from our club represented MBBC at the tournament, namely, Curt Dommeyer, Sue
Dommeyer, Carolyn Hoefer, and Rocky Wilson. For Carolyn and Rocky, it was their first time playing in the
Canadian Masters. They soon learned that playing strong competition in a difficult venue was not likely to
result in a lot of victories. Rocky played 60+ Men’s Doubles with Dave Carton of San Diego. Although they
were able to win their first round, they were quickly defeated in the second round by the number two



seeds, 21-7 & 21-8. In the 60+ Mixed Doubles, Rocky, while playing with a “pick-up” partner, narrowly lost
in a three-game match in the first round and then proceeded to lose in the second round of the consolation
event. Carolyn Hoefer, meanwhile, was having her own brand of difficulty playing her three events. She
and her Ottawa partner won their first round in the 60+ Women’s Doubles, but they then lost in the second
round to the number three seeds.  In her other two events – the 60+ Mixed Doubles and the 60+ Women’s
Singles – she was defeated in the first rounds. This placed her in two consolation events where she
competed against all the other first-round losers. It may sound easy to play other losers, but this is not the
case at the Canadian Masters. Most of the players in this tournament – including the first round losers –
are seasoned and experienced players, and it takes some good badminton playing to win the consolation
events.

From Left: Carolyn, Curt, Sue, and Rocky at Theme Party

Carolyn, to her credit, performed superbly in the consolation events, winning both the 60+ Women’s
Singles and the 60+ Mixed Doubles.

The big medal winner in our group was Sue Dommeyer.  She defended her singles title from last year,
winning the 65+ Women’s Singles in three games against Andrea Weiss of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
She and her Portland, Oregon partner, Joanne Cicrich, finished second in the 60+ Women’s Doubles. Her
husband, Curt, managed to win a silver medal in the 65+ Men’s Doubles, losing a three gamer in the
finals.



Sue, winner of 65+ Women’s Singles

One item that distinguishes the Canadian Masters from other senior tournaments is the fact that they hold
two social events, one in the middle of the tournament and one at the end. The first social event has a
costume theme associated with it, and players are encouraged to wear attire that is compatible with the
theme. This year’s theme was “ocean.” Consequently, the Thursday social dinner had numerous sea
creatures attending such as sharks, jelly fish, sea anemones, mermaids, sea turtles, and penguins.

Upcoming tournaments for seniors include the Fall Classic at MBBC in November, the American Masters
Badminton Championships in Fort Myers, Florida in September, and the U.S. Senior International
Badminton Championships in Miami Lakes, Florida in January.  The 2017 Canadian Masters is scheduled
for April 2 - 8 in Winnipeg.

--Curt Dommeyer

A message from House Chair
Art Merkin
 
The next workday is Saturday, May 14th 8am-12pm. Please email
house@mbbadmintonclub.com if you plan to attend.
 
Thanks to the efforts of several ‘handy’ members, we now have a TV
installed in the pool area beside the kitchen, just in time for summer! Other
members repaired the fence in the playground area, replaced missing
ceiling tiles in the lounge, built new shelving in the closets, repaired our
glass trophy cases, and more.
 
Next month, we will experiment offering snacks and drinks for sale, based
on an Honor System! As an alternative to our Coke machine, the club will
stock a variety of cold drinks, healthy snacks, and maybe some frozen
treats, etc. A few of your fellow members will be leading this effort on a
trial basis. A price sheet will be posted, alongside a simple money-box.
We cannot staff this — so PLEASE explain to your children how this
works, and instruct them what they can have. Please be proactive and
responsible. It is not acceptable for parents to say “my kid did not
know…."
 
The club is such a wonderful asset, and we have more exciting plans to
update and improve. Please contact me with your feedback, ideas, and to
get involved!



A message from New Construction Chair
John Kravec
 
We got our contractor to add a drip edge on the glass lobby doors to keep
a north wind from blowing rain under the doors and soaking the lobby
wood floor, as happened in March. In addition, the drip edge rubs slightly
on the door sill and helps slow the final door closing movement to almost
eliminate the door bounce off the metal magnetic locks at the top.

We also had the contractor adjust the metal lobby doors to latch when
closing but open properly with the fob swipe. For a while, this seemed a
delicate balance to get right.

 

I installed low voltage LED lights on the vinyl fence along 18th St. The transformer is behind the block wall
west of the cabana and the low voltage wiring runs through the wall and in the fence top rail. The LED
lights only use 2 watts each.
 



In addition to what we have done, here is what we did not do - buy a cover for the Spa. A simple manual
cover like on a home spa will not work, so I got a bid for a retractable cover similar to our pool cover, but
with a simpler open and close drive mechanism. However, the price for that cover was still almost $6,000,
so the Board agreed it was not worth the money to purchase the Spa cover.

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter Steinbroner
 
Come join us for another fun evening of Badminton----InterClub
Tournament
April 29th - 7:30pm -- $10 -food-fun-fantastic play - All levels welcome.
 
MBBC will also be hosting a tournament on Sunday May 22 from
Noon-6pm- All players are welcome to play - see the details above.




