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MBBC Juniors Continue to Impress
Many players break Top 50 in national ranking.

MBBC HAD 11 OF THEIR JUNIORS 
spend their Memorial Day weekend in 
the confines of the Pomona badminton 
hall for the Southern California Super 
Regional Tournament.  Yes...three days of 
competition amongst 290 of their closest 
badminton friends.  
 This tournament was the last time 
juniors had a chance to earn ranking 
points towards Junior Nationals draw 
placement.  We watched competitors 
from Illinois, New Jersey, Washington, 
Connecticut and California.  California has 
so many juniors playing badminton, that 
the National Governing Body indicates 
NCA and SCA, depending on if the athlete 
resides in Northern or Southern California.  

Manhattan Beach Badminton Club | 516 18th St. | Manhattan Beach, CA
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Representing MBBC on the podium, we 
had Cindy (u11 GS 3rd), Lulu (u15 GD 
4th), Yoshi (u19 GS 4th), and Yoshi & 
Shirleen (u19 GD 4th).  
 National rankings were published 
following the tournament.  MBBC juniors 
have reason to celebrate, as many of our 
kids have cracked the top 50!  
Sam u19 BS #40, BD #43, XD #32.  
Yoshi u19 GS #11, GD #14, XD #27.  
Kelly u17 GS #35, GD #50.  
Moose u15 BS #57, BD #67.  
Eric M. u15 BS #44, BD #64.  
Lulu u15 GS #34, GD #34.  
Cindy u11, GS #7, GD #10, XD #16.  

 Congratulations MBBC Juniors!
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THE CANADIAN MASTERS BADMINTON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS were held in Edmonton, 
Alberta at the Royal Glenora Club from April 
20th to 25th. Participants came 
from as far away as Australia, 
India, Pakistan, Japan, and Europe 
to compete in this annual event.  
It attracted a record setting 319 
entrants who competed in age 
categories anywhere from 35+ to 
80+.  
 The facility sported four dedicated 
courts (similar to MBBC) and six 
portable courts that were placed 
on indoor tennis courts.  There was 
quite a contrast between the two 
sets of courts:  the dedicated courts 
were dimly lit, had well cushioned wood floors 
that had a slippery service, and walls that were 
close to the courts; the portable courts were 
brightly lit, were firm and sticky, and had an 
“open gymnasium” feel to them. Players had no 
idea which set of courts their matches would be 
held on, so it was hard for players to prepare 
for the playing conditions that would occur.
 Curt and Sue Dommeyer were the only 

Curt and Sue Win Gold at the 2015 
Canadian Masters 

members of MBBC who competed in the 
tournament.  What MBBC lacked in quantity at 
the tournament was made up in quality. Sue 

competed in the 65+ Women’s 
Singles, 65+ Women’s Doubles 
with Dora Aliaga Rivera of Peru, 
65+ Mixed Doubles with Curt, 
and 60+ Women’s Doubles 
with Joanne Cicrich of Portland, 
Oregon. 
 Sue won the gold medal 
in all three of her 65+ events 
and the silver medal in the 
60+ Women’s Doubles.  Curt, 
meanwhile, won the gold 
medal in the 65+ Mixed Doubles 
(with Sue) and the 65+ Men’s 

Curt and Sue’s Winnings 
(above)

Curt & Sue with 65+ Mixed 
Doubles Award (right)
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Doubles with his Canadian partner, Ian 
Bishop.  
 Two social events were held at the 
tournament. The first one, held on Thursday 
evening, was a theme party. Party goers 
were instructed to dress as their “favorite 
game.” Although MBBC member Lee 
Calvert did not play in the tournament, she 
made her presence well known by winning 
the individual competition at the theme 
party with her “table tennis” outfit. 
 If you are puzzled why Lee did not 
compete in the tournament, the answer 
probably lies in her advanced age of 90. At 
that age, she would have had to give up too 
many years to compete effectively with the 
younger 80 year olds. 
 The second social event was held after 
the tournament on Saturday evening. It 
included great hors d’oeuvres, a wonder 
buffet, fine speeches, and inspired dancing.
 Next year’s Canadian Masters is 
scheduled to be held in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
from April 11th to 16th.     

Individual Party Theme Winner, Lee Calvert (right)
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I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND 
A HEARTFELT “THANK YOU” 
to each of the Manhattan Beach 
Badminton Club board of directors 
for your support during this past 
year.  
You made my task an easy one 

by tackling your responsibilities and working as 
a team to push the Club’s agenda forward.  I 
appreciate the friendships we have developed 
and look forward to another year working on the 
board as past president.
 At my time on the board, I have discovered a 
friendly easy-going yet dedicated and passionate 
group of people with the combined desire to 
improve our Club by making it a better place for 
our families to visit and play.
 Sound like an advertisement to pitch in and 
volunteer to join the board of directors? It is.
 For me, it is a truly rewarding experience.
 See you at the Club,

Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy

Gary and Kerry Penberthy

“A truly rewarding 
experience.”
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THANKS TO ALL WHO 
ATTENDED the semi-annual 
general meeting in May. For those 
who missed it (or who attended but 
weren’t paying attention to me), 
the highlights are:

• The club is still financially healthy.
•  We’ve drawn down $166,000 on our line. We 

will probably draw ultimately draw down on an 
additional $160,000 to $220,000.

•  Gross fixed assets increased by more than the 
draw on the line as the club had non-18th Street 
expenditures. These include replacement of the 
solar heating unit, roof repairs, and court repairs.

•  The trend of people not completing workdays 

A message from the Treasurer
Terence Tchen

appears to be continuing. There is a potential 
for over $60,000 of workday fines! Fiscal 2014 
workday fines totaled approximately $16,000.

 The biggest highlight is that the membership 
elected Stephani Armstrong, an MBBC Past 
President, to be your next Treasurer. I wish 
Stephani well and know she will serve the club well. 
I thank each and everyone one of you for your 
support this past year!

Terence
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

May was another busy month in 
terms membership at the club. 
Two new Provisional members 
joined the club while five Regular 
members, two Associate members, 
and two Playing members resigned.  
Please join me in welcoming Bruce 
and Vickie McCorkandales as our 

new Provisional members for May. 
The following have resigned as of May: 
Peggy & Andy Paroczai (Regular members) 
Janet & Dean Romein (Associate members)
Maria & Wayne Bueltel (Regular members)
Ray Duerr (Regular members)
Masami Moriyama (Playing member)
Tony Chan (Playing member)
 We wish them well and hope to see these 
members back with us soon.  

A message from the Vice President
Gene Harbeck

 I’m happy to report that the membership is at 
a steady 250 Regular members and 20 Provisional 
members.  
 I would like to thank everyone for allowing me 
the opportunity to be a part of the MBBC Board as 
Vice President this past year and I look forward to 
serving on the Board as your President this coming 
term. 
 Last of all, while the club is still under 
construction and working through Phases 1 & 2, 
please continue to take extra care and caution 
while using the facility.  
 Remember to always sign in your guests and 
think safety first when using the club.
 Thank you,

 Gene  
 vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com
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AS I WRAP UP MY YEAR PLUS 
OF SERVICE AS HOUSE CHAIR, 
I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank everybody who helped 
me learn the ins and outs of the 
Badminton Club. 

 It’s quite the operation to keep everything up 
to par using strictly volunteers and one ever-
present Coach. Thanks for your patience if I 
wasn’t always prompt in getting to something. 
 To everyone who attended a workday or two, 
or took on a side project to help out the club, 
your efforts are greatly appreciated. That said, 
I’m looking forward to returning to the courts 
more often, and hopefully soon to the Jacuzzi.

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 We held two workdays in May, one was at the 
request of a few members in need of workday 
credits and one for our regular bi-annual meeting 
preparation. Several pool lounge chair straps were 
repaired and the club was spruced up.
 Just a reminder, private parties are not allowed 
during the weekends from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. If you have submitted a request to use the 
club and don’t hear back from me, please send me 
a reminder. I will do my best to ensure there is a 
smooth transition to the next House Chair.

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

 
A  HUGE “THANK YOU”...

To Greg and Michael Ann Otto 
for refinishing our bar stools!

And to Pat Scholl for repairing 
our lounge chairs!

Take a bow...or a seat!
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I WANT THANK PAT 
JOHNSON for presenting my 
New Construction report at the 
Annual Meeting  and for being 
an inspiration, looking at ways 
to improve the club facilities, at 
a reasonable cost.  For my May 

Shuttlecock article I am going to include part 
of my New Construction report at our Annual 
Meeting, with a couple of minor updates.  
Our club is a great facility with lots of history and 
a strong membership but the facility has been 
aging and our construction committee consisting 
of Pat Johnson, Gary Penberthy, Tim Champ and 
John Kravec has been looking to upgrade the 
weak points of the facility at a reasonable cost 
while keeping with the history and character of 
the club.  In addition, we are working toward 
durable, low maintenance solutions, since the club 
workdays are not that well supported anymore. 
 To that end, we has an electrician check out 
the club electrical circuits and replace some 
undersized wiring.  We also had a plumber use 
a scope to  check out the club sewers.  The 
plumber’s summary was that the sewer is old 
but complete and functioning OK.  The pool deck 
drain between the pool and the cabana was not 
OK.   It was clogged with a plug of tree roots 4” 
in diameter and 4’ long.  This clog was causing 
all the drains behind it to back up and flood the 
area in front of the cabana, any time it rained 
or anyone washed down the pool decks with a 
hose.  We had the plumber cut the concrete deck, 
replace the clogged section of drain pipe and 
cover it back with cement.  We also disposed of 
the leaking  dish sanitizer in the upstairs kitchen 
and replaced it with a stainless steel BOSCH 
dishwasher.  I replaced all of the incandescent or 
CFLs (compact fluorescent lights) with LED bulbs 
or complete LED fixtures.  In addition to lower 
energy use, the LEDs are brighter than the CFLs 
and they are projected to last 20 years, which is 
in keeping with our goal of reducing maintenance.  
I also bought four plastic picnic tables at COSTCO  
for the cabana and threw out a couple of old wood 
tables and benches that were termite damaged 
and not structurally sound.  So generally, I am 
working to move away from things that draw 
termites, or rust, or require painting or other 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

frequent maintenance.
Now on to the 18th St Entrance Project.  After your 
approval at the November meeting, we got our two 
bids updated.  Malibu Pool and Spa went up slightly 
to cover the cost of construction fence for a total of 
$317,000.  Our other contractor went up $70,000 
to $410,000, so our contractor selection became 
very straightforward.  We then went through the 
process of formalizing our contract and construction 
loan and got the final signature on Dec 26.  Malibu 
Pool and Spa then brought in the construction fence 
but the actual construction did not start until the 
new year.
 Phase 1 was the east (Parking Lot) Entry.  It 
was closed through January and the old walkway, 
stairs and fence were torn out.  The contractor cut 
into the court wall stucco to put a water barrier 
along the court building.  The new low incline 
walkway was completed and everyone quickly 
became accustomed to it.  It has a lower slope than 
a ramp and therefore does not require railings.  
However the vinyl fence and new entry doors took 
longer to select and order.  The fence material was 
finally available and the fence was installed two 
weeks ago.  The new doors will be painted and 
installed soon.  The work remaining for Phase 1 is 
to put flashing on the walkway curb and fill in the 
stucco above the flashing.  A second outlet from 
the drain along the walkway was run under the 
walkway to the corner of the court building. That 
drain line will be extended between the court and 
the parking lot to the street.
 Phase 2, the actual 18th St Entry, started in 
February with major demolition of our old entry, 
and everything between the pool and the courts.  
Unfortunately we discovered several problems 
during the demolition that required corrections, 
mainly a leaking gas line going under the pool 
decking and the inadequate and deteriorated 
foundation for the north lobby entry.  There were 
also delays getting the light mounting boxes to 
go into the retaining walls before filling the walls 
with concrete.  We are pushing the contractor to 
keep moving along but I expect the project will 
likely take another 8 to 12 weeks.  However, my 
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highest priority for the project is getting a good 
product and I believe the contractor is building us 
a high quality product.  The other top priority is 
meeting the budget and at this point I believe we 
are approximately 50% complete and have paid the 
contractor 51% of the contract price.
 So let’s talk about the price.  We approved 
Change Orders for the new gas line, the auxiliary 
drain line for the east entry, replacing the old wood 
fence northwest of the pool with the same vinyl 
fence as along the parking lot entry, an auto-fill 
system for the pool and spa, and the North Lobby 
Entrance foundation renovation, for a total of 
$27,000.  That brings the 18th St Entry contract 
price to $344,000.  At this point in the project, I 
hope for no new surprises and will be working to 
complete the prime contract under $350,000 and 
keep our loan balance to that price.
 There are a few other project expenses beside 
our prime contract.  We have to pay some 
relatively small expenses for inspections by a 
deputy inspector, a structural engineer and a soils 
engineer.  I also purchased the Low Voltage lights, 
cable, and transformer for the parking lot entry 
fence.  And finally we have the expense of the 
security contractor upgrading our entry control, fire 
alarm, and video monitoring as described by Gary 
Penberthy.  We have been paying for those items 
out of the club reserves, rather than drawing on our 
loan.
 Now to talk to the future beyond the current 18th 
St Project.  After the project started, the board 
discussed if we can complete the current project 
while drawing no more than $350,000 on our loan, 
we potentially could draw additional on the low-
rate loan to fund other priorities.  The one area we 
wanted to look at is refreshing out restrooms.  This 
is complicated by the city position, just like for our 
18th St Project, that if we modify our an area, we 
have to make it ADA compliant.  So we went to our 
architect, Lewis/Schoeplein, and requested they do 
a study to see if the restrooms could be refreshed, 
including ADA, for a reasonable cost.  The idea is 
to do the study, consult with the city and if that 
project appears feasible at an affordable price, 
have Lewis/Schoeplein complete the design effort 
and then get bids and bring the restroom project 
to you at the November meeting for approval.  We 
have until December to finalize the amount of our 
construction loan and draw up to that final amount.  

I initially coordinated the restroom study but with 
the continuing responsibilities of coordinating our 
present project and the design study requiring 
city coordination, I asked for someone else 
to head it and Tim Champ volunteered. So in 
addition to being the new House Chair, Tim will be 
heading the restroom study.  
 There is a lot going on at MBBC and with MBBC 
but it is an exciting time moving the club ahead to 
a safer, more secure, better looking, more useful, 
more durable and lower maintenance facility, in a 
manner we can afford.  The goal is not to change 
the character of the club but to smartly enhance 
our facilities so MBBC will hold up and continue 
long into the future.   
 I’m ready for another year on the MBBC Board, 
to finish what was started and perhaps start 
more.        

John
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

“The goal is not to change 
the character of the Club but 

to smartly enhance  
our facilities...”
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May 4: Lights, faucets, electrical outlets plus the 
additional rebar to build the outer wall higher are 
in place.

May 1: Galvanized steel support posts for the 18th 
St Entrance. Also notice the rebar around the base of 
the posts.

May 13: The outer wall was up to its full height today.

May 27: The caps were put on the lower block walls.  
This also included filling the void in the terrace wall 
where the old gas line used to go.

May 29: And the demolished concrete was removed 
from over the pool deck drains.

May 28: The old pool deck drains east and north of 
the pool were broken out today.

Progress Report: May
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For those attending the 
exhibition match on May 19th 
at the Club, they were in for a 
treat as UK’s Andrew Smith 
played two-on-one singles 
against MBBC’s David Levin 
and Andy Gouw.

 Smith competed in the 2008 Beijing Olympic 
Games and has been ranked as the 12th best 
singles player in the world.  Demonstrating 
excellent shot control, he covered the entire 
court with perfect footwork and showed his 
power with a devastating jump smash.

* * * * * * * * * *

 Meanwhile, Matt Fogarty is busy preparing 
for the next big event...the Badminton World 
Federation World Championships to be held 
August 10-16th in Jakarta, Indonesia.   
 Matt and his partner Bjorn Seguin received 
their invitation and are currently ranked #2 in 
the United States and hold a world ranking of 
76.
 Congratulations and Good luck----Matt!

Peter
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

NEED WORKDAY CREDITS?
Two opportunities below..

If you do....you’re too late for 2014-15 (June 
1-May31) so why not get a head start and 
earn workday credits early this time?

1.  The Junior International Tournament is 
in need of parking monitors 
 
There will be a sign up sheet in the lobby or 
contact Adult Badminton Chairman.

2.  Be a host family to international  
players and coaches. 
 
A wonderful way to introduce your family to 
badminton players from around the globe.
It’s a memorable experience for the entire 
family...  
Contact Noelle Merritt at  
nmerritt@us.ibm.com 

MBBC Junior 
International 
Tournament
July 25 - 31
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I AM EXCITED TO RETURN AS 
your Junior Chairperson.  The 
juniors have worked so hard 
this past year, and Coach Wei 
Zhong has done an amazing job 
transforming our recreational 
bunch into competitors.  

 Even after being here for 20+ years, Coach 
is open to new ideas, visiting coaches, and 
exhibition matches.  We will continue to work 
together to build a strong junior badminton 
program.  If you have a junior who wants to 
give badminton a try, send them our way.  
 We want to introduce as many juniors to the 
fastest racquet sport on earth!

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

Beginner Junior 
Badminton Lessons
Every Monday and 

Wednesday
6 pm to 8 pm

IT’S FUN + FREE!!

RATS!  My last Shuttlecock 
and I missed getting it out by 
month’s end! I must be in denial 
that this is my last issue :-)
  As Communications Chair, 
I certainly had a lot of fun 
learning about the Club’s colorful 

history and getting to know -- and report on -- 
so many of our great members. But, I’m most 
proud of the many Club accomplishments we 
have seen this last year!
 The physical changes of the Club are 
finally happening under the skillful eye of 
John Kravec. (His commitment to the Club’s 
transformation should truly earn him a raise!) 
Kudos to our leadership team who had the 

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

vision and to the larger membership for their 
support. 
 It’s only befitting then, that the next 
generation of badminton contenders are being 
groomed to lead MBBC back into an era of 
champions! 
 It’s a very exciting time to be part of MBBC! 
I’ll see you at the Club!

 Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com
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GREETING ALL YOU 
SHUTTLECOCK ENTHUSIASTS!!  I 
have always wanted to write that, 
but was afraid of being booted from 
the board.  Seeing this is my last 
report –- I realize I have nothing to 
fear (ok…only a couple things…) and 
they are:

• Disco Bingo – will never be realized?
•  I can never throw a MBBC President in the pool 

again!
• I will lose my liquor cabinet keys!
•  I can no longer erase the security camera hard 

drive after late night parties?
 Of course I only joke about some of those 
things!!
 So…let’s not forget…Seis de Junio is coming 
up…that’s June 6th for a good portion of you non 
Espanolers!  Noon, big party, great weather, lots of 
food, even more Margaritas…yah, don’t miss it!
 In July a big Pool Party is happening.  Bring kids, 
drop them off and have a date night…because they 
will be in great non-pruning hands.
 Your new Entertainment Chair is Bridget Rolfe.  
She is available 24 hours a day, including holidays.  
Her contact details will be in the next Shuttlecock.  
Bridget is AWESOME.  She is a new member, a 3rd 
time mom, doctor, aspiring Badminton Champion 
and most importantly the new director of fun!  
 Please volunteer, brings ideas, get involved in 
making it happen…we have a new club, with lots 
of new members…the future is very bright….if 
everyone helps!
 Thanks for all the support over the years!

 Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

Upcoming Dates:

Jun 13   Work Day  
8 am - noon 

Jun 20   Interclub Tournament vs 
LABC  
3pm - 6pm 

  
Jun 26  Friday Night Tournament  
  7:30pm - 9:30pm  

  


