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2015-16 Board 

Gene Harbeck – President 

Dick Rose – Vice President 

Stephani Armstrong – 
Treasurer 

Jennifer Mangali – 
Secretary 

Tim Champ – House Chair  

John Kravec – New 
Construction  

Peter Steinbroner – Adult 
Badminton  

Yuko Kawasaki – Junior 
Badminton  

Brigitte Rolfe – 
Entertainment  

Susan McTigue – 
Communications  

Gary Penberthy – Past 
President 

 

The MBBC Junior international Tournament Is On! 
 
Stop by the Club Wednesday and 
Thursday and see some incredible 
badminton by players from around the 
world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                Upcoming Calendar of Events 

 

DATE EVENT TIME 

7/27-7/30 
MBBC Junior 
International 
Tournament 

10am - 
6pm 

7/31 
MBBC Junior 
International 
Tournament 

10am - 
3pm 

7/31 Friday Night 
Tournament 

7:30pm - 
9:30pm 

8/10 Board Meeting 7pm - 
9pm 

8/15 Workday 8am - 
noon 

8/15 Pool Party tbd 

8/28 Friday Night 
Tournament 

7:30pm - 
9:30pm 
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Construction Update 
A message from the New Construction Chair 
John Kravec  

THERE HAS BEEN MORE OBVIOUS PROGRESS on the 18th St Entrance remodel during 
July.  The deck east of the pool was poured and opened.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pumping Concrete for Pool Deck

 
 
 
Trowel Finishing Concrete Deck

 

Leveling Concrete

 
Pool Deck Is Open

 
 

Continued… 
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The old spa railings, that ran into the spa water, were removed and new railings that anchor above the water 
were installed and the spa opened.  The new railings will allow us to later add a cover for the spa, to save 
water and heating energy. 
New Spa Railings

 

New Spa Railings Installed and Spa Open

 
 
 
The contractor built walls on the footers running parallel to the court building.  These walls will separate the 
ramps running along the court building from the terrace and stairs. 
 
Wall Between Courtside Ramps & Terrace - Ready 
to Be Filled With Concrete

Wall Between Courts & Future Club Entry Stairs Up 
to Terrace

 
 
The overall construction has slowed down a bit as 
we have been pushing the contractor to clean up 
and help us get the club as ready as we can for the 
Junior International Tournament.  They have been 
working to get the water connected back to the 
courts and hooked up drip irrigation in the planters 
along the East (parking lot) entry club - still our 
only entry for a while.  Peter Steinbronner and Tim 
Champ acquired water-wise plants for the planters 
and Tim and several volunteers planted them to 
make the club entry welcoming for the 
tournament. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued… 
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Players Needed! 
 
Players are needed for the Thursday 
morning 11am group. Interested members 
please call Margie Mondello for more 
information, at 310-545-8895.  

 

Old Planter Refurbished

 

New Planter Completed

 
 
Looking ahead at what remains to be completed for our 18th St Entry Project, we had our contractor prepare 
a cost breakout of the remaining major tasks so we can track the expenditure for the remaining budget.  One 
of those remaining tasks we have been examining more closely is the guard railings to go along the terrace 
and ramps.  We are in discussion with the contractor and the architect  on the detailed railing design and 
impact of potential railing improvements to our contract cost and schedule.  Although we have been making 
better schedule progress, we are now in late July and the project is not moving as fast as we had hoped, 
indicating project completion will extend well into September, possibly October.  But completing the pool deck 
and opening the spa has provided more room around the pool and shrunk the construction are to the entry 
ramps and the area between the terrace wall and the courts. Hope the enclosed pictures give you an overview 
of the progress.   
 
In another area of club facility improvement, Pat Johnson arranged for a drywall contractor to check the 
peeling and degrading ceiling of the men's shower room.  The verdict was that the ceiling is still sound but 
needed work to prevent major degradation.  We had the ceiling drywall screwed up to the supporting 
structure to reinforce the nails that were pulling out in a few places.  Then it was given two coats of primer 
and two coats of enamel to seal it, all in time for the tournament.  The contractor also replaced the rusting 
metal vent covers in the shower room.  Thanks Pat! 

John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com 
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A Message from the Vice President 
Dick Rose 
 

I HAVE HAD SEVERAL REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION about the status of people on 
the waiting list.  To give you an indication of what is happening, we have had no 
retirements since the May semi-annual meeting, and the membership is full!   We are 
limited to 250 regular members by law, so we cannot add anyone at the present time.  We 
have also had 7 new applications since May, so the waiting list is getting longer.  People 
have asked how long they might have to wait, but it is impossible to tell.  If you want an 
engineering estimate (since I am an Engineer), we have an average of 25 openings each 
year from people moving up to Intermediate Associate!!  Intermediate Associate and 
Associate memberships do not count against our 250 limit!! 
 
We have two new playing members that have joined this month: 

Gopi Agisetti 
Avinash Karangula. 

 
There was an occurrence of children in the club unsupervised. We all must step up to the job of making sure 
the By-laws are followed, and this is an important topic for the next Board meeting. 
 

Dick 
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Message from the Communications Chair 
Susan McTigue  
 

I hope you are enjoying the 
MBBC Junior International 
Tournament. PLEASE SEND ME 
PHOTOS for the next newsletter, 
and if you are helping house our 
guest players and want everyone 
to know what fun it is (we have 
some players from Costa Rica 
staying with us—it’s fun!) send 
me observations and stories 

about your experience. 
 
Many thanks to Peter Chen for taking new pictures 
of the Board members. 
 

Susan 
shuttlecock.mbbc@gmail.com 
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A Message from the Junior Badminton Chair 
Yuko Kawasaki 
 

WE HAD 8 MBBC JUNIORS TRAVEL TO ORLANDO, FL for Junior Nationals. What an 
amazing experience for everyone who went. Seeing the fun & camaraderie our juniors 
shared brought back great memories for me from the Junior Nationals I played in a long, 
long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. The biggest difference was that the Orlando Junior 
Nationals had at least 200 more participants! 320 juniors competed at the ClearOne 
Badminton Centre from July 29-July 5. The bird was easy to track in the hall, but the 
superb air conditioning had coaches shaking their heads while the kids struggled to make 
adjustments.

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued… 

 



SHUTTLECOCK**************JULY*2015*
 

 7 

Shirleen played her way out of the qualification 
girls' singles draw to enter the main draw against 
Crystal Pan, a 17 year old who is the #16 ranked 
junior in the world. Shirleen played well and came 
off the court with good grace and a smile. Yoshi & 
Shirleen teamed up for doubles and drew the #1 
seeds Annie & Kerry Xu (2nd place adult 
nationals) in their first round. They moved into the 
consolation round to play the #3/4 seeds and 
played well in their loss to Frevold and Hsu 21-18, 
21-13. In their first round of mixed doubles, Yoshi 
& Sam lost to Yang/Chen who were eventually 
crowned champions. Sam found himself in very 
tough competition in the u19 boys singles draw.  
Some of his competitors looked like full-grown 
men! Sam lost in the first round to a Nor-Cal 
player, but picked up a win in the consolation 
round. Sam lost in his next round in a very close 3 
game match. Lulu won her first round in u15 
singles, but lost to the #5 seed in her next round.  
Lulu & Moose won their first qualification match in 
mixed, but couldn't get into the main draw after 
losing their next match 21-12, 21-13. Eric & Moose 

played in the u15 boys singles events which was 
the largest draw of the tournament with 47 
entries. Eric won his first match, but lost his next 
match to Jacob Yeung and the Air Conditioning, 
which was turned on during the second 
game. Moose lost both matches in singles, but 
played some great rallies with some amazing 
players. He continues to tell me he hates 
singles. Sigh. Kelly bravely went up against the #5 
seed in u17 singles but was overmatched by 
NorCal's Zhang. In girls' doubles, Kelly's partner 
got injured, so they provided a walkover for their 
opponents. Cindy played a lot of girls' singles, 
entering both u11 and u13. She had better results 
in u13 winning a match in the consolation 
bracket. Cindy & Aaron came away winners of the 
feed-in consolation bracket. Good job! While our 
team didn't get to stand on a podium, their 
improvement since last year's Junior Nationals at 
LABC is astonishing. They can all be proud of their 
achievements! You can view all the Junior National 
pictures on our Facebook page.....MBBC Juniors. 

 

           

 Continued… 
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                       Continued… 
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When we weren't in the hall, the kids enjoyed Disneyland, go-karting, team meals, and an afternoon movie.  
Yoshi, Moose, Shirleen, and Will shared living quarters and their teenage room was really something. They 
managed to order a complimentary refrigerator to their room and stock it with the hospitality room snacks & 
drinks. 

A big thank you to Dean Schoppe who ran practices (when we managed to rent a court), and sprinted 
between matches to coach all of our kids. He helped me to keep my sanity throughout the week and was by 
far, the most well-liked coach at the event. Coaches from clubs across the nation came to say "hi" to Dean 
and get the update on MBBC.  It was clear that he is respected and well liked by many in the badminton 
community. 

Thank you again to Donna Gibbs and her rummage sale team, Dave Levin & his Masters' tournament helpers, 
the Belandres family and the Hometown Fair crew, and Stephanie Armstrong with her Junior International 
committees.  The money they raised for our Junior Foundation paid for airfare, Disneyland, team dinner, and 
Coach Dean's travel.  The Juniors played great, had a fun filled time, and can't wait to start training for next 
year's Junior Nationals! 
Yuko 
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

 

 

     


