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Friendships, New and Gold!

WE HAD TO SAY GOODBYE to some 
of our juniors as they headed off to 
college.  We look forward to hearing 
about their adventures away from 
MBBC, and we are sure they will be 
tearing it up on the courts at their 
respective schools.  We look forward 
to their visits during Thanksgiving 
break.
 Johanne Axelsen, sister of top-10 
badminton player, Viktor Axelsen, 

Manhattan Beach Badminton Club | 516 18th St. | Manhattan Beach, CA

has been spending time at MBBC with our 
juniors.  She is enjoying a gap year in the 
states, and decided to forego a week at 
Orange County Badminton Club in order 
to spend an additional week with us in 
Manhattan Beach.  What a smart lady!  
The juniors were excited to receive mini 
Viktor Axelsen shirts & posed for a picture 
with their new shirts & friend!

—  Yuko Kawasaki 
Jr. Chair
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I’M ALMOST HALFWAY THROUGH 
MY TERM as president of the Club. I 
would like to share with you a few of 
my observations.
•   We are all members of an amazing 

playground and a unique place for 
family gatherings.

•  Our club provides a safe and secure environment 
for all of us, including our kids - to play, mature, 
and learn athletic and social skills to succeed in 
life.

•  We have an aging facility in need of a facelift, as 
well as constant minor improvement, repair and 
maintenance.

•  We are responsible members of a unique 
Manhattan Beach neighborhood, and need 
to constantly work on our goal of being good 
neighbors.

•  I see incredible loyalty and dedication from 
your MBBC board as well as those completing 
their workday obligations, as well as all of the 
volunteers that are needed to keep our club clean, 
safe, and enjoyable.

 I will be touching on each of the subjects in 
future shuttlecock articles, but today I would like to 
express my appreciation to John Kravec, our New 
Construction Chairman. John is relentless leading 
the charge, and closing in on finalizing the pre-
construction portion of our long-awaited and much 
needed 18th St. facelift.
 It has literally taken years of to work engineer, and 
reengineer the scope of this project to conform to a 
manageable budget, and we now have contractors 
bidding in our budget range. I look forward to next 
month’s Sunday, November 9 general meeting when 
we can all vote to move this project forward.
 Remember, encourage your family to do a little bit 
of cleanup every time you visit the Club.

  Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy

“We are all members 
of an amazing 

playground and a 
unique place for 

family gatherings.”
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ALTHOUGH WE ARE NEARLY 
6 MONTHS INTO OUR FISCAL 
YEAR, the membership as a whole 
is not close to having completed 
half of their workdays. I encourage 
everyone to get their workdays 
done early so they don’t have the 

year-end crunch. 
 I have been actively working on collecting past 
due receivables and encourage those of you who 
are not on automatic withdrawal (ACH) to sign 
up. The ACH form can be downloaded HERE. I 
look forward to meeting/seeing everyone at next 
month’s semi-annual meeting.
 

Terence
treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Treasurer
Terence Tchen

OUR LAST PROVISIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION 
was held on September 13. We 
hosted 11 families and these 
families were invited to attend the 
October board meeting. 
  A total of 9 families attended the 
meeting and were interviewed by 

the board. These 9 families were all approved and 
invited to become Provisional members. As soon 
as they fulfill the financial obligation set forth by 
the club, they will become provisional members of 
MBBC. 
 Recently resigned members include:  Don 
& Denise Petroni and Brian & Gabriela 
Haffernen. Let’s all wish them all the best and 
hope to see them back at the club sometime in the 
future.  
  All workday credits have been posted through 

A message from the Vice President
Gene Harbeck

August for our club’s calendar year.   
  Now that summer is over we can all start 
scheduling larger family gatherings, so enjoy the 
club with your family and friends.  Remember to 
sign in your guests and think safety first.  
  Last of all, please remember that we need 
to be good neighbors and keep the noise levels 
down especially in the evenings, we have received 
several complaints about parking and excessive 
noise recently and were trying to work through 
these issues with the neighborhood. Hope to see 
you at the club!

  Gene  
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com

Effective Nov.1
MBBC bookeeper, 

Juliet Ortega’s 
new address will be:

608 Silver Spur Road
Suite 200

Rolling Hills Estates, 

CA 90274

http://mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesForms/forms/MBBC_AutoWithdrawal.pdf
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A WORKDAY WAS HELD 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH.      
Beau Elwell and Helen Ding 
did an amazing job mopping and 
scouring the lounge floor. 
It’s been way too long since we’ve 
paid any attention to the lounge, 

so major thanks are in order for Beau and Helen. 
That’s a tough job for three people. We tried to 
get most of the major scuff marks. I think it’s a 
noticeable improvement. Hopefully we won’t let 
them get that bad in the future. 
 We also did some cleaning around the kitchens 
and set some of the pool chairs under the awning 
to prevent them from getting sun exposure 
during our not as busy winter season. If you need 
to use them on a busy weekend day, feel free, 
but please return them where you found them 
when you are done. 
 Our next work day is Nov. 8. This is an 
important workday as it falls the day before our 
Nov meeting. Please RSVP and let me know if you 
can help out setting up chairs for the meeting. 
I’m hoping to see at least 4-6 people. 
 If more show up, you can be sure I’ll find 
something for you to do to spruce up the Club.

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

 

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 Next Workday: 
Saturday, November 8th

8am-12 pm

Need 4 - 6 people 
to help set up for the 
Novemeber meeting.

Please be sure to RSVP to 
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

Courtesy of Jack Tarr
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WE HAVE BIDS IMMINENT FOR 
THE 18TH ST PROJECT, from 
three additional contractors.  I told 
the new contractors up front that 
our goal is to perform the project 
in the $300,000 range or slightly 
higher and while I have not yet 

seen their bids, none of them told me I am crazy.  
In addition, Pat Johnson has been heading up 
our 18th St Finance Committee and has secured a 
bank commitment for a ten year construction loan 
at 4%.
 So it appears to be coming down to the wire 
to bring it all together for the 18th St Entrance 
to present to you, the membership, at the 
November Membership Meeting.  Assuming we 
get reasonable bids this time around, we intend to 
request you authorize an amount to cover the bid, 
plus a reserve in case of contingencies, as well as 
authorizing the club taking out the construction 
loan to fund the construction.  In order to pay the 
construction loan, we are also going to request an 
increase in monthly dues of $10 per member.  The 
specific information will be sent to you prior to the 
November Meeting.
 In order to proceed with the 18th St Project, 
we will need your approval of both the higher 
construction limit/loan and the dues increase.  
The intent is for the dues increase to cover 
payment of the construction loan, without 
compromising the current operation of the 
club and ability to perform other necessary 
improvements, such as new court floors in 5 - 8 
years.
 We have made some progress on another part 
of the 18th St Project.  We were notified that our 
plans were submitted to the city on Oct 4, 2013 
and expire in one year, meaning we would have 
to restart everything, resubmit plans, subject to 
any new requirements and re-pay fees we had 
already paid.  I talked to the city development 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

department and they offered the alternative of 
submitting a special request to issue the permit to 
MBBC and then transfer it to our contractor, after 
one is selected.  So on Oct 1, 2014, I submitted the 
written request to the city, paid the remaining fee, 
and got our plans approved and the building permit 
issued to us.  However, this came with the caveats 
that we (our contractor) has to request the first city 
inspection within 180 days of the permit issuance 
and we have one year to complete the project.  So 
the clock is ticking.
 I want to thank Peter Steinbroner who 
volunteered to work the reroof of the lounge 
building, while I have focused on the 18th St 
Project.  The roof has just been completed, so if 
and when we get rain, it will roll off the roof, rather 
than going inside and rotting the structure.  Peter 
is also in the process of getting a new solar heater 
for the pool installed on the new lounge roof.  The 
old solar heater was recently leaking and likely 
would not have survived another removal and 
reinstallation necessary to perform the reroofing.  
The new solar heater is also more efficient.  As 
you may also remember, Peter also had gutters 
installed along the lounge building roof to carry 
away rainwater from the roof.  
 So we are working to bring our 18th St Project 
plan together for you at the November Meeting and 
then will be embarking on this overdue project to 
improve the club in the critical areas of safety and  
security while also improving the aesthetics and 
use of available space.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com
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FALL IS IN THE AIR....kids 
are settled into school....football 
dominates television....and the 
holidays will be here before you 
know it....what better time then 
to play Badminton?
For all those new adult 

members who want to learn....Coach gives 
free lessons in the evening....so ditch the kids 
and spouse....sign up for a half-hour and enjoy 
yourself.
 Coming at the end of the month....the MBBC 
Masters Tournament....which will attract top 
flight players over 35....with combined age 
brackets.  It’s a fun event for those who haven’t 
thought of entering....and for those who have....
it’s a great opportunity to renew competitive 
rivalries....settling a few scores from the past.....
and wondering how sore you’ll be when Monday 
rolls around.
 Even if you haven’t entered....come up and 
watch.....Oct. 31 (6pm-9pm) and Saturday-
Sunday all day.
 Remember to sign in your guests BEFORE 
play.

Peter
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

We’re looking for a 
volunteer or two for 
a “special project”.

Contact me! 

Free Badminton Clinics for Women will be offered at MBBC! 
See page 10 for more information.
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
WHO LEFT A DONATION for 
our Juniors’ Hometown Fair 
booth.  Our juniors spent the 
weekend selling as much soda 
and Snapple as they could, and 
raised close to $700!  We are 

especially grateful to Frank & Nicole Belandres 
for their support before, during, and after the 
Hometown Fair!  
 The junior program is bustling 6 days/week.  
If you haven’t sent your child out to swing a 
racquet with us, now is the time to get started!  
Beginners meet Mondays & Wednesday 
(6-8p) and Fridays (4-5:30).  The group 
lessons are included in your family 
membership!  

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

We are especially 
grateful to 

Frank & Nicole 
Belandres 

for their support 
before, during, 
and after the 

Hometown Fair!  
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GREETINGS MEMBERS!
    Hard to believe we are racing 

through October, Halloween is just 
around the corner and Thanksgiving 
not far behind.  The clocks are 
about to fall back, the seasons are 
changing and the leaves on the 

trees……wait, we are in Manhattan Beach. Seasons 
don’t change…..tomorrow will most likely be 72 
degrees and sunny again.  Time to start boasting to 
your East Coast friends and relatives!!  
 But, as we wind down the year and get ready for 
the club’s pending construction…let’s head out of 
2014 with a bang and set the stage for next year 
with a new look and a focus on fun!  We have the 
annual meeting to look forward to and 3 parties to 
close out the year.

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

Kid’s Halloween Party - October 29th
Semi-Annual Meeting - November 9th
MBBC Holiday Party - December 13th
Kid’s Christmas Party - December 17th
 As always, interested in getting involved and 
have party ideas that you would like to see 
happen….please send an email to me!

 Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

THANK YOU TO ALL who have 
sent in photos and updated your 
information for the directory.
As a new initiative this year, 
the Board elected to deliver the 
Directory digitally rather than 
printing books. More information 

will be announced at the November meeting.
 Check out our newest Club members on 
page 9. Please be sure to give them a warm 
welcome when you meet them!
 See you on November 9th!

 Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

Upcoming Dates:

Oct 29   Kids Halloween  
5 pm - 7 pm 

Oct 31 - Nov 2 MBBC Senior
TBD   Classic

Nov 8   Workday
    8:00-noon

Nov 9   Semi-Annual   
    Meeting
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Our Newest Members

ANGER FAMILY
Lowell and Jennifer
Arielle (10), Amanda (almost 9!), Joshua (5)

BYRNE FAMILY
Andy and Maggie 
Kelly (17), Johnny (15), Thomas (13), Luke 
(6)

HELEN DING

GOSSER FAMILY
Brad and Joan
Jake (almost 10!), Johnny (5)

LIU FAMILY
Ron and Sunny
Eric (17), Samuel (12), Andrew (12)

SUSAN O’CONNER

TORII FAMILY
Tommy and Christine
Lauren (14), Ryan (11), Madison (9)

WILHELM FAMILY
Mark and Caroline
Jamie (11), Luke (9)

The Angers

Helen Ding Sue OConner

The Lius

The Toriis
The Gossers



 

Manhattan Beach Badminton Club  
Free Badminton Clinics for Women of Badminton  

Beginning and Intermediate Players Welcome  

Dates (Once a Month) 

First Clinic - Friday December 5th 10-12:30 

Footwork, Stroke, Strategy – racquets available 

For more info – Sue Dommeyer 

 Badmintonlady@gmail.com 
       


