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2014 CIF CHAMPIONSHIPS

MAY 8, 2014 — THE MIRA COSTA 
BADMINTON TEAM defeated Long Beach 
Poly last Thursday on their home court to 
reach the 2014 CIF final championships.  
MBBC was well-represented as the team 
is made up of junior playing members, as 
well as children of MBBC members. And, 
the Mira Costa team coaches are long-time 
MBBC member Rocky Wilson and MBBC 
Past President Peter Chen. 
The final played on Saturday, May 10, was 
a close fight. After nearly 4 hours of play, 
Mira Costa lost to the number one seed — 
and defending champion — Diamond Bar 
High School, coming in second place in 
2014 CIF Championship.
The Club is very proud of our  
kids and would like to thank  
all parents and MBBC 
members for their continue 
support of Mira Costa 
badminton program.

Mira Costa High School 
Badminton team places 
second in the 2014 CIF 
State Championships.  
Go Mustangs (and MBBC)!
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MBBC 
Players bring 

home the 
Gold...
Silver... 

and 
Bronze!

Dommeyers Strike Gold in Canada
THE 2014 CANADIAN MASTERS BADMINTON 
CHAMPIONSHIPS were held from the 21st 
to 26th of April at the Burlington Badminton 
Club (near Toronto).  Typically, this is the 
most competitive senior tournament in this 
hemisphere.  Although it attracts players 
primarily from North and South America, it will 
draw senior players (those 35 years of age and 
older) from Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.  
This year, the tournament had 243 entrants, 
and the draws were strong and deep. The venue 
for this year’s competition was a newly erected 
community center that had 12 courts.  The 
playing conditions were respectable, but not 
perfect like at our club.  Since the background 
walls were a light color, it sometimes made for 
difficult viewing of the shuttle.  It took a few days 
for the players to get used to seeing the shuttle 
as it came off the opponent’s racket.  Luckily, the 
floor had good traction, had some “give” to it, 
and was not overpopulated with “non-badminton” 
lines.  
 MBBC’s only entrants in the tournament 
were Instructor Members Sue and Curt 
Dommeyer.  Despite beginning the tournament 
with a pulled back muscle, Sue managed to win 
the 60+ Women’s Doubles for the third year in 

a row with her partner from Portland, Oregon, 
Joanne Cicrich.  She also finished as a semi-
finalist in the 60+ Mixed Doubles.  Perhaps her 
most stunning accomplishment, however, was 
putting a scare into her long-time nemesis in the 
singles event, Siewhar Hong.  
 Siewhar is currently ranked number one in the 
world in 60+ Women’s Singles, having recently 
won the 60+ singles event at the BWF World 
Senior Badminton Championships in Ankara, 
Turkey.  In the Canadian Masters, Sue faced 
Siewhar in the “finals” of the round robin 60+ 
singles event and won the first game convincingly, 
21-11. Siewhar then realized that she had a battle 
on her hands and wisely changed her strategy to 
emphasize “clears.”  This strategy put too much 
strain on Sue’s sore back, and she lost the next 
two games to Siewhar, 21-10 and 21-7.  Despite 
her loss, Sue was proud of the fact that she forced 
Siewhar into a three-game match. 
 To conserve his energy and minimize the 
possibility of injury, Curt focused on only two 
events at the Canadian Masters – the 65+ Men’s 
Doubles and the 65+ Mixed Doubles.  He and his 
men’s doubles partner from Ottawa, Ian Bishop, 
were seeded first in the 16-team draw.  Luck was 

                                WS 60+ Finalists - Sue, Sewhar, and Joan              WD 60+ Gold Medal Winners - Joanne and Sue

WD 60+ Gold Medal Winners - Joanne and Sue WS 60+ Finalists - Sue, Sewhar, and Joan
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with them, as they lost only one game on their 
way to the finals where they defeated the #2 
seeds, 21-18, 22-20.
 In the 65+ Mixed Doubles, Curt and his St. 
Louis partner, Mary Ann Bowles, were unseeded 
in the 16-team draw.  They had the unfortunate 
luck of meeting the #1 seeds in the second 
round, but luck turned their way as they defeated 
them in three close games to reach the semi-
finals.  They knocked off the #3 seeds in the 
semi-finals and then defeated the #2 seeds in 
the finals, 21-14 and 21-17, to win the event.
 One item that distinguishes the Canadian 
Masters from other senior tournaments is the 
fact that they hold two social events, one in 
the middle of the tournament and one at the 
end.  The first social event has a costume theme 
associated with it, and players are encouraged 
to wear attire that is compatible with the theme. 
This year’s theme was “comics and cartoons.” 
Consequently, the Thursday social dinner had 
numerous cartoon and comic celebrities in 
attendance, e.g., Superman, Wonder Woman, 

the Joker, The Big Bad Wolf, the Smurfs, the 
Ninja Turtles, the Green Hornet, and Scooby Doo.  
Sue and Curt came as characters from Alfred E. 
Neuman’s (“What, Me Worry?”) Mad Magazine 
(see photo).   
 The 2015 Canadian Masters is scheduled for  
April 20 - 25 in Edmonton.  It should draw a 
large crowd since it will be played in a dedicated 
badminton facility.     

MX 65+ Gold Medal Winners - Mary Ann and Curt

MD 65+ Gold Medal Winners - Ian and Curt

Spy vs. Spy
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IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE, BUT 
YOUR CURRENT BOARD WILL BE 
FINISHING THEIR TERM of office 
in just a few weeks. It’s been an 
interesting and challenging year for 
all of us on the Board, but somehow 
we all survived and feel good about 

the opportunity we had in serving the Club. I’m 
sure that every President feels that he had the 
best Board ever and I’m no exception. This Board 
was terrific. They did an outstanding job in their 
position and the Club has certainly moved forward 
because of their efforts. 
 Our slate for next year (June 1, 2014 
thru May 31, 2015) had been sent out 
to all of you and you will see some 
returning Board members. What 
can I say? There are a total of six 
board members returning and we 
are extremely thankful for their 
continued support of the Club. (Peter 
Steinbroner is coming back for his 14th 
year!)
 The 18th street project has certainly been 
one of the more challenging tasks that this years 
Board has taken on and we have tried to keep the 
membership apprised as to our progress. You will 
all receive the latest updates at our upcoming Semi 
Annual meeting on May 18, 2014. Now I know why 
the remodel of our 18th street entrance, which was 
first discussed about 40 years ago, has taken so 
long to come to fruition. And we are not there yet, 
but it will happen in the near future and that’s a 
promise.
 I’ve talked about the history of our Club in many 
of my past articles in hopes that all of us would 

A message from the President
PAT JOHNSON

have a better understanding and appreciation for 
all the hard work that our founding fathers put into 
this Club to make it something truly special in the 
lives of its members. 
 Thanks to the continued efforts of many of our 
members, both long term and new, the legacy 
of our founding fathers continues and this Club 
continues to be “The Best Deal In Town”.  The 
history of the Manhattan Beach Badminton Club is 
still being written . The Club was built on people 
giving their time and effort toward a common goal 
which has resulted in our Club as it is today. A Club 

which exceeds, perhaps the most optimistic 
dream of its founders. It is for the present 
membership to carry on that drive and 
ambition with the realization that no 
organization be static. It must either 
grow or it will surely die. 
I hope that many of you will consider 
stepping up and serving on a Board, 

or chairing an event, or lending your 
expertise wherever you see fit. We need 
you or surely the Club will die. 

 I am truly thankful for having the opportunity to 
serve as your President this past year and I thank 
the Board for their outstanding work and wish my 
successor, Gary Penberthy, and his new Board the 
very best for the coming year.
 Take care and “Keep on Dancing” 

  Pat
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

“Thanks to the continued efforts 
of many of our members – 
both long term and new – 
the legacy of our founding 

fathers continues”
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MEMBERSHIP

RESIGNATIONS:
Len Schoppe . . . . Playing Member
Dan Castillega . . . Playing Member

Michael and Stacy Duran. . . . . . . Regular Member 
New Applications
LEGACY:
Nico Duncan -  Wayne and Debby Duncan
REGULAR:
Jeff and Yara Gurman sponsored by Nate and 
Stephanie Hubbard
 Please welcome two new families as Provisional 
members to MBBC
 Brad and Stephanie Brutocao introduced 
by Jim McCaverty.  Stephanie, Brad and family 
live nearby, and are looking forward to their first 
summer of fun at the Club.
 Greg Cohn and Yuko Kawasaki introduced by 

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

Peter Steinbroner.  Yuko is our incoming Junior  
Badminton Chair, and we are excited to have her on 
our 2014-2015 Board of Directors.  Greg and Yuko’s 
kids are talented and active badminton players.
 Please remember to introduce yourselves when 
you see these new members, and make them feel 
welcome to our great club.
 See you at the May meeting,  

 Gary
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com  
P.S. Our workday year ends May 31. I have 
recently updated our ‘Workdays Due’ report for 
your review. It is available, password protected 
(birdie), on our website.

I WANT TO SEND OUT A BIG 
THANK YOU to all the members 
who signed up for ACH dues 
payment this last year!  

   We had a 5% increase in members 
participating in this program and I 
hope it keeps growing as this truly 

helps the Club’s cash flow.  
 If you wish to participate in auto dues payment, 
the form is on the Club’s website  
www.mbbadmintonclub.com, in the FORMS 
section and the listing is Auto Payment Withdrawal 
Authorization.
 We also need to work on getting those members 
receiving their dues bill via US Mail to at least 
transfer to receive their statement via e-mail, as 
this will decrease the expenses of the Club.  If 

A message from the Treasurer
Mike Revell

you wish to receive your quarterly statement via 
e-mail, contact the bookkeeper: 
 Juliette Ortega
 Phone: 310-544-8600 x11
 Email: mbbcbookkeeper@gmail.com

 I would like to like to thank the Membership for 
allowing me to serve as Treasurer this year, and I 
hope we all continue to volunteer and participate 
in Club activities, as that is what MBBC is built on.

   Mike
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THE LAST WORKDAY IS 
SCHEDULED FOR TODAY AT 
THE CLUB. We will be getting 
ready for the semi-annual 
meeting. VP Gary Penberthy and 
I took a half hour stroll recently 
through the grounds to identify 

lots of nice projects to keep everyone who 
attends busy. 
 With the summer months just around the 
corner, it seems like the right time to remind 
everyone of a few club rules for private parties. 
 First, there are no private parties on Fridays, 
weekends or holidays starting Memorial Day 
weekend (May 24, this year) through Labor Day 
weekend. Please get your party requests to me 
in a timely manner as the Board must approve 
parties over 20 people. We’ve been asking our 
party-goers to remind their guests to park west 
of the club to reduce parking problems, and that 
seems to be working.
 If you were at the club this past weekend, you 
may have noticed our club was invaded by Boy 
Scouts! They were using our pool to get their 
lifesaving Merit Badges. I was told part of that 
required them to jump in the pool fully clothed to 
rescue someone. 
 We also recently hosted the Community College 
Conference Championships and the CIF semi-
finals. Additionally, an AYSO team consisting of 
many MBBC members held their championship 
party at the club. How’d they get so good at 
soccer when they should be playing badminton? 
It’s great that our Club is able to support our 
community in so many ways.

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

WANTED &
NEEDED...

YOU!

We are in immediate need of:

PHOTOGRAPHERS to take photos of at 
parties and tournaments throughout the 
year.

HANDY-PERSON to help with small 
maintenance work.

Earn your work day credits by sharing 
your skills with The Club! Let us know what 
position YOU would like! 
Contact house@mbbadmintonclub.com
or shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

 Final work day to get 
your credits for this year 

Saturday, May 17th
8am-12.
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 I’M NOT GOING TO TALK MUCH 
ABOUT THE 18TH ST ENTRANCE 
PROJECT this month because we 
will be spending time discussing the 
status and way ahead at the May 
18th Annual Membership Meeting.  
One thing to report is that we got 

comments back from the city on our revised plan.  
The feedback from our architect is that the 
comments are not major: one footer needs to be 
wider and the city wants some additional structural 
analysis for design areas we changed to save 
construction costs.  
 The caulking between the pool and the 
surrounding decking has been replaced and cured.  
Then the new pool cover and bench were installed, 
on April 29 and 30. The work was done by Riviera 
Pool Covers, operated by Bob Donaldson (310-
373-7283).  Bob also ground away the rust stains 
from the old cover bench on the concrete deck and 
provided a very clean install.  
 If you like the cover and have a pool, Bob 
sells and installs home pool covers as well as 
commercial covers.  I have already gotten a 
number of comments that the pool area looks so 
much cleaner than before.  With all this done, no 
more pool closing are anticipated.  
 I would like to quickly explain plans for the 
Pool Cover Operation.  Our experience with the 
previous cover showed that we cannot have 
everyone operating the cover, or it will quickly need 
maintenance.  The Board authorized Coach to close 
the cover before leaving in the evening and open 
the cover when he comes in the morning.  I told 
Coach that if someone is still using the pool when 
he is ready to leave for the day, to just leave the 
cover open for that night.  So no one should be 
forced to leave the pool before it’s closing time of 
10:00 PM.  
 If someone wants to regularly use the pool 
early in the morning (like lap swimmers), 
before Coach comes in (usually between 8:00 
and 9:00 AM), they should contact me (310-
545-9435).  I will meet you at the pool, give you 
a 5 min. training on how to open and close the 
Pool Cover, and give you a key to the cover.  I also 
request that flotation devices, noodles, etc. 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

do not remain in the pool.  If those kind of items 
get rolled up in the Pool Cover, it could damage the 
cover and I hope we don’t have to pay for a repair 
soon after buying the new cover.
 Let There Be Light:  MBBC changed over to 
compact fluorescent light bulbs in most of the 
in-ceiling fixtures in order to be energy efficient.  
However the CFLs just didn’t put out much light.  I 
found very energy efficient LED retrofit kits for the 
ceiling light cans at COSTCO and ultimately bought 
32 of them, replacing most of the CFL lights in the 
downstairs kitchen, over the tables and counter 
just outside the kitchen, in the downstairs hall, 
both locker rooms, including the showers, and the 
lobby.  The LEDs give lots of bright, white light, 
brightening up those areas, while saving energy.  
The downstairs kitchen no longer looks like a dark 
cave.  The only bad side of the additional efficient 
light is that we can now see that other things need 
painting and fixing.
 In response to our neighbor’s complaints about 
late night noise, we put timers on the light circuits 
for the courts and the lounge to discourage late 
night playing and related neighbor-irritating late 
night noise.  To assure safe exit when the timers 
turn off the lights, I added combination power 
emergency and darkness activated night lights on 
the double plug outlets along the west and south 
walls of the courts and in the lounge.   If these 
lights turn on from shadows or bags set in front 
of their light sensor, and disrupt play, they can be 
temporarily turned off by a switch at the bottom of 
each.  Please turn them back on when leaving.
 Finally, I want to thank the members of this 
year’s Board.  It has been a excellent experience 
working with all of you.  I appreciate the open 
discussion of ideas and true cooperation of all.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com
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THIS WILL BE MY LAST MONTH 
AS ADULT BADMINTON CHAIR.   
I have served in this position for 
two years.  This has been both a 
pleasure and a privilege to have 
been allowed to serve.
I learned that without the board, the 

club would in no way be operating in the seamless 
manner that it must appear to outsiders.  Much 
work goes on behind the scenes that allow the 
club be one of the best in the United States.  
I have heard people who have played all over the 
world say just that – “the best club in U.S”.  
 I received a great deal of support and mentoring 
when first starting in this position allowing me to 
transition with little or no pain.  The moral of the 
story being that for those considering being on the 
board but perhaps feeling a little trepidation you 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Bob Alexander

will receive the same support as I did.  So, “just  
do it”.
 We will be developing some guidelines for 
food and drink for the end of month Friday Night 
Tournaments.  This will allow the people who have 
not yet run a tournament to (for workday credits 
of course) know what, where and how much as 
regards the food and drink requirements.  
 Speaking of End of Month Friday night 
tournaments there will be one on May.
 Play often!

 Bob
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

YOUR JUNIOR BADMINTON 
PROGRAM CONTINUES TO 
GROW AND FLOURISH as our 
future champions get ready for the 
Junior International Tournament 
this summer.  Yuko Kawasaki will be 
taking over the program…as I move 

back to Adult Badminton Chairman.   
 Many thanks to Bob Alexander for his two years 
of service in that job…and his smart analysis on 
Club events and policy.   
 Congratulations to Mira Costa Badminton Team 
for their Second Place Finish in CIF!

        Peter
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Congratulations to 
Mira Costa Badminton 
Team for their Second 
Place Finish in CIF!
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MAY IS HERE AND BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT will be time to start 
getting ready for Margaritas by the 
pool…..in fact on the 14th of June 
also know as Catorce de Junio the 
Badminton Club will swing into 
action with our annual Tacos and 
Tequila party.  A fusion of Cinco De 

Mayo meets New Members!!!  Always a fun time 
and this year it has become mandatory to attend….
for those that like Margaritas!
 The May meeting will be a good time to sign up 
to participate.  Lead a party, present ideas for a 
party….get involved!
 In July….we will be bringing back Movie Night by 
the Pool with Food Trucks in the parking lot.    In 
September we will close out the summer in style 
with a Labor Day Margarita Bash.
 Still looking for Party leads to help make the club 
activities great.   Sign up at the May Meeting….
get engaged and do your part.  

 If interested in learning more or have a 
question….please send an email to Mike Whitcombe 
(xxicdboy@mac.com)
Catorce de Junio . . . . . . . . .June 14, 2014
Movies at the Pool . . . . . . . .July 2014
Labor Day Margaritas  . . . . .September 1, 2014
White Elephant/Rummage . .March 2015
Kid’s Halloween Party  . . . . .October 2014

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

Casino Night . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD
Holiday Party  . . . . . . . . . . .December  2014
Kid’s Xmas Party . . . . . . . . .December 17, 2014
White Elephant/Rummage . .March 2015

  Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

Our next party is 
Catorce de Junio for 
Tacos and Tequila!
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We are happy to welcome 
to new families to the Club: 
meet  the Brutocaos and the 
Kawasaki/Cohns. 
Yuko Kawasaki will be 
joining the Board as the 
Junior Badminton Chair. She 

recently won the 2014 USAB Masters National 
Badminton Championships. Congratulations 
and welcome, Yuko!
 I am also thrilled to learn that these 
new members are fellow UCLA alumni - GO 
BRUINS!!
 As a reminder, please consider hosting an 
International Junior player this summer. It is a 
fun way to get to know some amazing young 
athletes and share our wonderful Club and city 
with them! (Details on page 12).

Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Communications Chair
Lynn O’Connell

Upcoming Dates:

May 18  Semi-Annual Meeting 
3:00 - 7:00 

May 30 Friday Night Tournament  
  7:30pm - 9:30pm  
June 14 Workday   
  8am - noon 
June 14 Catorce de Junio Party   
  time tbd   
June 27 Friday Night Tournament  
  7:30pm - 9:30pm  
Ongoing:   Beginner Junior lessons  

Every Mon and Wed  

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS:

The Brutocaos
Nathan - Age 11, currently a Grandview 
Elementary 5th grader
Anna - Age 8, currently a Grandview 
Elementary 2nd grader
We have been neighbors to the 
badminton club for 15 years and are so 
excited to finally become members and 
improve our game!
 — Stephanie and Brad Brutocao

The Kawasaki-Cohns
The Kawasaki-Cohn family is excited 
to be joining MBBC!   We have 3 
children....Yoshi (15), Junko (14), 
and Moose (12).  All three kids have 
been enjoying the junior badminton 
program since June.  I played junior 
& collegiate badminton, but “retired” 
from the sport 20 years ago.  I am 
thoroughly enjoying my re-entry into 
the world’s fastest racquet sport at 
MBBC’s world-class facility, and hope 
to support the junior program as next 
year’s chairperson.  Greg played HS 
badminton, and hopes to continue his 
winning streak in singles against our 
kids, though we know it won’t last 
much longer!
— Yuko Kawasaki and Greg Cohn
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2014 USAB Pan Am Champs Team 
Trial Deadline Extended

 
Entry Deadline has been extended to Tuesday May 
20, 2014 11:59 PM  MST. No late entries will be 
accepted.
The USAB Team Trials for the 2014 Pan Am 
Championships Trials will be held in San Diego from 
May 31-June 1, 2014.
For the 2014 USAB PAC Trial Information & Selection 
Procedures, CLICK HERE
 
Tournament Director:
Widya Susanto - widmeister@yahoo.com

“That was a lot of work  
for one point.”

— Bob Alexander

Here’s a message from Eddy Hashikawa, 
former MBBC playing member who works for 
Toyota.  
Eddy recently returned to Japan when his 
assigned ended and sends his best wishes 
and a picture of Badminton in Japan.

“I’m missing MBBC and LA weather. 
I restarted badminton from the beginning of 
April. 
Attached photos are the tournament of 
Toyota citizens on April 20. 
This is a largest gymnasium in Toyota city. 
I will enter into the tournament of Aichi 
prefecture from the middle of May. 
I will finish my setup by the end of May. 
Thank you for your support and Best Wishes 
for MBBC members.
Best Regards,
Masayuki (EDDY) Hashikawa 
masahashikawa@yahoo.co.jp

http://tournamentsoftware.com/sport/tournament.aspx?id=8724D8C4-DEB7-4CE5-8AFE-819CE965C3A9
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•  Are you interested in a fun international 
experience for the entire family?  

•  Would you like to support our Club’s 
Junior program?  

•  AND would you like to receive workday 
credits without leaving the comfort of 
your own home?  

 Volunteer to host players or referees for this 
summer’s Junior International Tournament July 
28 to August 3
 The good news is that you don’t have to go to 
the airport.  The Junior Committee is responsible 
for picking up the kids from the airport and 
bringing them to the Club.   The only driving you 
have to do is to pick up your players from MBBC 
then make sure they get to and from the Club at 
the appropriate times.  If you live close enough 
for them to walk or ride a bike, even better.  All 
you need to do is show them the way to MBBC.  
 Breakfast is the only meal you have to supply 
but feel free to include the kids with your family 
for dinner or any other meal.  You’ll find that 
they are typically very polite, courteous and 
neat.  After all, they want to come back.  

 In addition to the workday credits, you and 
your family are also invited to join us at the 
adult and junior parties with the coaches and 
players that is held Saturday night.  When 
the tournament is  over, all you have to do is 
return the kids to the Club and we’ll make sure 
they get to the airport for their flights.  How 
easy is that!
 For more details and to sign up for this 
unique experience, please contact 
Noelle Merritt 310-545-8833 or 
nmerritt@alum.mit.edu    

 As one host family said after the tournament 
last year, 
“Even though they only stayed with us for a 
week - strong bonds form - and we truly made 
friends for life!”


