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SUMMER KICK-OFF

EVERYONE CELEBRATES CINCO 
DE MAYO...But only our venerable 
Entertainment Chair, Mike Whitcombe, 
would hold our party the following month. 
(Mariachi bands are cheaper then, don’t 
you know.)
 No mariachi bands this time, but fun 
was still had by all. AND, as party chair 
Stephanie Schwartz points out, close 
to $900 was raised for our Junior 
Badminton team through the raffle 
and auction! Many thanks to the party 
committee!
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2015 Board Members Slated
AT THE MAY MEMBERS MEETING we bid adeiu 
to several Board members but also welcomed 
new ones.  Gene Harbeck (Vice President) 
is a long-time friend of the Club who has 
served on the Board before and will certainly 
lend an experienced hand in Board activities. 
Congratulations to Yuko Kawasaki (Junior 
Badminton Chair), Jen Oliak (Secretary), and 
Terence Tchen (Treasurer) who are brand new 
to MBBC within the last few months!
 Rounding out the rest of the Board are 

returning Members to new roles. Gary Penberthy 
moves into the venerable Presidential spot and 
Peter Steinbroner is now Adult Badminton 
Chair. Returning for another year in their 
past roles are Steve Thomas (House Chair), 
John Kravec (New Construction), Mike 
Whitcombe (Entertaiment) and Lynn O’Connell 
(Communications), and of course, will reside as 
Pat Johnson (Past President). 
 Welcome 2015 MBBC Board!
   

Gary Penberthy
President

Jen Oliak
Secretary

Gene Harbeck
Vice President

Yuko Kawasaki
Jr. Badminton

Terence Tchen
Treasurer

Peter Steinbroner
Adult Badminton

Pat Johnson
Past Presdient

Lynn O’Connell
Communications

Mike Whitcombe
Entertainment

John Kravec
New Construction

Steve Thomas
House Chair
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I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO 
A GREAT year at the Manhattan 
Beach Badminton Club, and want to 
welcome our new board members.  
Gene Harbeck, Vice President, 
Terence Tchen, Treasurer,  Jen Oliak, 
Secretary, and Yuko Kawasaki, 

Junior Badminton.  In June’s board meeting, Pat 
Johnson thanked the outgoing board for their 
dedication and service to the Club, and welcomed 
the new board.  Thankfully, Pat will remain on and 
advise us as Past President.  
 
 In the weeks and months ahead we will be 
pressing forward on our ongoing 18th Street 
reconstruction project as well as necessary  
building and court maintenance projects.  We will 
also be working on improving our position as a 
good neighbor, and will be addressing lifeguard 
and pool and spa safety for the summer season. 

 Remember to please sign in your guests, 
and think safety first.

   Gary
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the President
Gary Penberthy
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THERE’S A MOUSE IN OUR 
HOUSE! No, Dr. Seuss hasn’t 
joined our club. We’ve spotted 
some mice in the kitchen and 
around the jacuzzi. Some small 
mouse traps were set in the 
kitchen, and more recently, some 

industrial size rat traps were added to our anti-
rodent arsenal. The good news is, they are 
working. The bad news is, they are working. 
I mention this for two reasons. First, I want 
everyone to be aware of the traps so your fingers 
and toes will stay safe. Second, you can help us 
solve this problem by not leaving food waste 
around the club. If you are going to throw away 
food, please empty the trash to the dumpster in 
the parking lot.
     Speaking of leftover food, if you are using 
the kitchens and decide to leave leftovers 
in the refrigerators, please initial and date 
your items. Otherwise, I will periodically inspect 
the fridges and throw out items that are past 
their expiration date, are growing things, or have 
turned green.
    The next workday is Saturday, July 12. This 
will be the last work day before we host the 
Jr. International tournament. As such, it’s an 
important work day so that we can put our best 
face on and have an inviting, clean club for our 
visitors. Please RSVP if you plan to attend 
at house@mbbadmintonclub.com so that I’ll 
be prepared with plenty of worthwhile projects. 
One project we have in mind is to sand the men’s 
shower ceiling and repaint it. There are other 
painting projects so if that’s something you are 
handy with, let me know. 
    If you attended the last general meeting, you 
probably remember the problems we had with 
the sound system. Peter C. and Stephanie spent 
some time figuring out the issue, and they have 
assured me that the system is fine, we just need 

A message from the House Chairs
Steve and Shiney Thomas

 Next Workday: 
Saturday, July 12th

8am-12 pm. 

Please be sure to RSVP to 
house@mbbadmintonclub.com

to turn off the microphone at the entrance to 
eliminate the feedback path, or something like 
that. If you need to use the sound system, 
check with Peter or Stephanie. 
    And finally, I’ll be doing some traveling 
between June 21 and July 2. I’ll have sporadic 
access to email, so if you need to contact me 
to schedule something at the club, please be 
patient and understand I’m not ignoring you. 
Thanks.

Steve and Shiney
house@mbbadmintonclub.com
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 This has been a relatively low key 
month for the 18th St Entrance 
Project.  Although I had to miss 
the May Annual Meeting, the 
guidance from the meeting for 
18th St will keep us moving ahead.  
We are deferring the main 18th 

St construction until we have better numbers 
to work with and get you concurrence at the 
November Meeting.  However, we will proceed 
with the smaller (10%), separable part of the 
construction, the East (parking lot) entrance, 
most likely in September.  That construction will 
include the incline (low slope ramp) replacing the 
stairs by the doorway, new entry or just new metal 
doors (trade analysis in progress), and replacement 
of the wood fence leading to the entry with a low 
sheen (light color but not white) vinyl fence.
 Thanks to the membership for recommending 
several potential contractors for out 18th St 
Project.  I have been contacted by two of the 
contractors and they are preparing estimated bids 
for us.  I will call the other potential contractors 
this week and set up meetings at MBBC to see 
if they are also interested in bidding.  In asking 
for the estimates, I am also asking for them to 
consider some of our value engineering items and 
their experience with the alternatives for areas 
such as the materials for our railings and the East 
Entrance doors.  The railings are an important 
value trade because they appear to be our second 
most costly area, behind on the concrete and block 
work.
 The Pool Cover use appears to be OK.  Coach 
is opening the cover most mornings and normally 
closing it before he leaves in the evening.  I’ve 
been contacted by several early morning lap 
swimmers, who arrive before coach.  I have given 
these swimmers training on the operation of the 
cover and given them each a key to open the cover 
when they arrive to swim.  They will then leave 
the cover open for the day and coach will it close 
it in the evening.  If there are any more lap 
swimmers who get in early before the coach 
or the key holding swimmers, contact me 
(310-545-9435) and we can meet for quick 
training and getting you a pool cover key.

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

Also thanks to Peter Steinbroner for continuing 
work on the lounge building gutter addition, 
pending roof repair, and replacement of the rotted 
top step from the lounge to the pool level.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

“ Sure glad you retired, if you 
can call it that. We should 
double or triple your pay!!”

Response from a fellow 18th Street 
Committee member, Stan Johnson, 
after hearing John’s update.
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We’ve had a busy month!
    We want to welcome our new 

Playing Members:
Bing Bing Wei is a phenomenal 
player, trained by Coach Wei Zhong 
many years ago and is a former 

Junior National Champion, People’s Republic of 
China.  We are fortunate to have her grace our 
courts.  
 We also want to welcome Jerry Mei, an engineer 
at Northrup Gruman, Ron Liu, an engineer at 
Boeing, and Daniel Tai, an executive with Enhance 
Technology.  All three have children in our Junior 
Badminton Program and have shown a willingness 
to volunteer and work with Coach. 
  We’re losing two of our favorite playing members 
as Grace Tsai, former MBBC Interclub Champion 
leaves the South Bay for Northern California and 
Dan Castelleja, who moves back to New Mexico 
where his company has relocated.  We wish them 
the very best…and hope they can make it back for 
a visit.
 On June 28th from 1-5, we have scheduled 
a friendly match as  Guy Chadwick’s Arizona 
Badminton Club (AZBC) will challenge MBBC 
in a winner-take-all...this means nothing except 
bragging rights and we’ll all be sore tomorrow for 
playing too hard.
 All members are welcome to come and enjoy 
watching tournament level play....and did I mention 
it’s FREE? 
 We are also in need of volunteers  (for 
workday credits) to assist the Club as 
“Parking Monitors” for Club sponsored or 
special events.   We want to be good neighbors 
and this is our way of turning chaos into order so 
please sign up and have your name put on the list 
of volunteers and our new “Parking Coordinator” 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

will call about your availability for these events.  
 You can send in your names to my attention at 
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com
 Thanks...and see you on the courts!

Peter
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

IMPORTANT
•  There will be no InterClub 

Tournament this month due to the 
painting of the court floors

A reminder to all members using the 
courts.  
• Sign in your guests. 
•  You may bring up to three guests 

at a time and they may come only 
twice per month.  

•  Sign in your first and last name...
there are other players with the 
same first and last names.  

•  There seems to be some confusion 
about the 8pm time which divides 
court fees.   If your guest plays past 
8pm...then it is $10.   Some players 
think if they show up at 7:45...then 
theyonly have to pay $5....but that’s 
not the case.  Play past 8pm and it’s 
$10.

Any questions....contact the Adult 
Badminton Chairman
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THE JUNIOR PROGRAM IS ALIVE 
& WELL.  We have 45 juniors 
participating in our evening classes.  
Eight juniors will be 
representing MBBC at Junior 
Nationals being held at the Los 
Angeles Badminton Club in July.  

This national event has 400+ participants coming 
from all over the country for a week of intense 
competition.  It is the first time in many years, 
that there are qualifying draws to get into the main 
draw.
 We held our first Saturday Scramble with over 
half of our juniors (and a few sacrificial dads) 
participating in the main Fron Ton event.  Lulu Yu 
came away the big winner, and enjoyed her 5 lb 
sack of gummy bears!  
 The MBBC Junior International Tournament 
is July 28-Aug 3. We still need volunteers for this 
event. Please check out the sign-up sheets in our 
lobby and help out where you can!
 Our next Fron Ton is July 26th...Juniors & 
Adults welcome.

        Yuko
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Yuko Kawasaki

The MBBC Junior 
International 

Tournament is 
July 28-Aug 3. 

Volunteers needed.
Sign up sheets  

in the lobby!

SPECIAL THANKS TO MARK & TAMMY 
LIPPS for their generous donation to our Club 
Library. Located at the bottom of the lobby 
stairwell, are some best-sellers and other 
inetersting reads. 
Feel free to borrow a book — or drop off your 
own books to share.
Thanks to Kevin O’Connell for sorting and 
updating the library!
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Upcoming Dates:

June 27 Friday Night Tournament  
  Canceled 

July 12 Work Day (8 am-12pm)

July 28-
Aug 3   Junior International 

Tournament

WANTED &
NEEDED...

YOU!

We are in immediate need of:

HANDY-PERSON to help with small 
maintenance work.

CERTIFIED LIFEGUARD to help out 
during pool parties.

PARKING MONITOR to help direct parking 
during Club events.

Earn your work day credits by sharing 
your skills with The Club! Let us know what 
position YOU would like! 

Contact house@mbbadmintonclub.com

Amazing volunteers getting the courts ready for the Junior International Tournament...


