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MBBC Seniors Earn Precious Medals  
at U.S. Senior International  
Badminton Championships
ONly TwO MBBC SENIOR MEMBERS 
— terry Lira and Curt Dommeyer — 
attended the u.s. senior International 
Badminton Championships that were 
held in Miami Lakes, Florida from 
January 7th to 11th of 2014.  Although 
the tournament attracted about 120 
players, mostly from the u.s. and 
Canada, it did have entrants from 
Denmark, India, thailand, Peru, 
Argentina, and trinidad-tobago. this 
was a typical senior tournament, having 
five-year age divisions starting at 35+ 
and ending at 80+. Players tend to play 
in their own age divisions, but may play 
in younger age divisions if they do not 
mind playing younger opponents.  
 terry normally comes home with 
nothing but gold medals, but found the 
medal hunt difficult this time, probably 
because she was “playing down” (i.e., 
below her age group) in two events 
and playing with a new partner in the 
55+ Women’s Doubles. Nonetheless, 
she and her partners managed to win 
Gold in the 50+ Mixed Doubles, Silver in 
the 55+ Women’s Doubles, and Bronze 
(consolation winner) in the 55+ Mixed 
Doubles. She also finished as a semi-
finalist in the 45+ Mixed Doubles.
 Curt’s journey to the medal rounds 
started out rougher than he had 
planned.  On the day before leaving 
for the Miami area, he came down 
with a miserable cold that left him 
enervated and seeking nothing but bed 

rest. to top that off, on the same day 
he got a call from his Canadian men’s 
doubles partner — with whom he was 
scheduled to play two doubles events 
— and was informed that, due to an 
eye injury, he had to withdraw from 
the tournament. this left Curt not only 
without a partner in two events but 
also without a roommate. Luckily, he 
was able to find a replacement partner 
for the men’s doubles events — Bob 

Curt Dommeyer with partner Mary 
Ann Bowles after winning Gold in 
the 60 Mixed Doubles.

Continued...
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Cook.  After several sneezes and going through a 
wad of tissue, Curt and his partners managed to 
win Gold in the 65+ Men’s Doubles, Gold in the 
60+ Mixed Doubles, and Silver in the 65+ Mixed 
Doubles. He also finished as a semi-finalist in the 
60+ Men’s Doubles. 
 Since there are few players available in the 70, 
75, and 80 age divisions, a new event – called 
the “70/80” event – was created to give the 
older entrants another event to compete in.  Four 
doubles teams were created by pairing the four 
oldest males with the four oldest females. The 
teams were created to achieve parity among the 
teams and a round robin competition was held 
to determine the gold medal winners, namely 
Canadian Roger Kerby and American Dorris 
Taylor.

The following are upcoming badminton 
tournaments that include senior events:

 
 •  The AZBC Arizona Classic in Phoenix , AZ, January 25th – 26th
 •  The Dave Freeman Open in San Diego, CA, February 21st – 23rd
 •  The U.S. Masters in Tucson, AZ,  

March 19th – 23rd
 •  The Canadian Masters in Burlington, Canada,  

April 21st – 26th
 •  Sonoma Wine Country Games 

June 1, 2014 
(See flyer on page 11)
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HAPPy NEw yEAR EVERyONE 
and I hope you are all enjoying our 
summer weather. In my December 
article, I talked about our very cold 
weather (I know, nothing compared 
to the Midwest and east Coast), but 
here we are in January and they are 

forecasting 80°F in the valley. Yes, life is good in 
the South Bay and life is good at MBBC. We are all 
very fortunate indeed. 
 One of the things that I hoped 
to accomplish  in my articles was 
exposing you to a little of our Club’s 
history in each article. My september 
article was the last time I talked about 
our history, so it’s time to get back on 
course. 
 In 1944, three of our present lots 
were acquired through tax sales 
and another was purchased in early 
1945. Due to material shortages and 
government restrictions caused by 
the war, no new additions were made 
until 1948 when money was authorize 
to remodel the kitchen, purchase 
a new stove and refrigerator and 
redecorate the lounge. In 1951, the construction 
of the swimming pool was authorized and it was 
finished soon after. In 1952, the dressing rooms 
were constructed and the parking lot acquired and 
graded. In April of 1953, the new “Shuttlecock 
made its appearance with the escutcheon which in 
later years was adopted as the official club emblem 
incorporating units which symbolize the activities 
of the club such as badminton, swimming, sun 
bathing, parties and of course the champagne 

A message from the President
PAT JOHNSON

glass. the past presidents party was also 
established at that time. Only members who had 
maintained a membership of 5 years or longer were 
invited to the party. talk about discrimination. that 
restriction was lifted many years ago and just last 
year, the party was renamed the holiday Party. All 
are invited. so much for your latest history lesson. 
stayed tuned for more in upcoming articles. 
 As the Board continues to discuss ways to 
improve the Club for all of our members, we 

recently focused once again on “Parties” 
and the lack of participation from many 
of our members in either signing up for 
a committee or actually going to the 
party. the halloween and Christmas 
parties for the kids continue to be well 
run and well attended. It’s the adult 
parties that cause concern. At our 
Board meeting recently, we  decided 
that it was time to take our cry for 
help directly to the members. We need 
to find out what they want and what 
ideas they may have for improving 
the situation. Lynn O’Connell, our 
Communications Chair, will send out a 
“Party survey” which we hope that you 

would take the time to respond to. this club is run 
by our members and for our members. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 have a great year and “Keep on Dancing”   

  Pat
president@mbbadmintonclub.com

“Life is good at MBBC.” 
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I wORkED wITH CECIly AND 
HElPED her run the January 
workday, and thank s to all  who 
participated.  

 We completed the following tasks:
• swept and cleaned up the grounds, 
• Cleaned the kitchens,
• Power washed the kitchen matting, 
• Power washed the pool plaza,
• Identified repairs on the court floors , and
• scrubbed the tile in both bathrooms.

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

 We want to thank the crew who arrived the 
evening before and took down and packed away all 
of the Christmas decorations.   special thanks to 
Astrid, Pat, Wanda, Stan, Krista and Phil A. It made 
our cleanup a breeze!
Regarding membership...
ResIGnAtIOns:
• Barret Pulver and Lisa Pulver
 
All for now,

 Gary
vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com  

I wOUlD lIkE TO THANk  
the members who switched to the 
ACh process of dues payment this 
month and wish all a prosperous 
2014!

   Mike
Treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the treasurer
Mike Revell

   Sign up here for 
auto-withdrawal of 

your dues. 
It’s easy for you ... 

and healthy for  
The Club!

http://mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesForms/forms/MBBC_AutoWithdrawal.pdf
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wE HAVE GOTTEN FOUR BIDS 
ON THE 18TH ST ENTRANCE.  
two bids were more than double 
our $200K approval.  the third was 
about 55% above our approval and 
the fourth about 45% above.
so with numbers like we have 

gotten, if we are to proceed, we will need to 
increase our approval and scale back our plans.  
We will probably need to do both to proceed.  
 I would like to keep the core of our plan, the 
entrance wall, terrace, stairs, and ramps (required 
by the city).  so some things will likely be 
eliminated or deferred, like the pergola canopy over 
the entrance.  We are also looking as some less 
expensive materials such as galvanized railings and 
cable ramp dividers in place of stainless steel and 
glass.  We will ask the two lower bidders to provide 
us options to cut the cost.
 the city comments to our plans were minor, 
except for requesting we make our restrooms ADA 
(American Disabilities Act) compliant as part of our 
18th St project.  We plan to take the position that 
we will make the restrooms ADA compliant as a 
next phase project in several years, after we have 

A message from the new Construction Chair
John kravec

completed the 18th st entrance and assessed our 
financial status. We will already be putting a lot 
of effort into ADA compliance with our ramps.  to 
include the restrooms at this point would be cost 
prohibitive.
 We are also working to replace the pool cover.  
We have a quote for refurbishment and two quotes 
for a new cover, since the cost of the refurbishment 
is approaching the cost of a new cover.  I expect 
to move ahead with the cover in the next couple of 
months. 
 I hope by next month to have better news about 
progress.

 John 
newconstruction@mbbadmintonclub.com

We will ask the two lower bidders to provide 
us options to cut the cost.
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THE OlD yEAR IS OUT AND THE 
NEw yEAR IS IN and badminton 
continues on.

   here is some, well just a little 
actually, badminton news from 
around the world.

 the Malaysian 2014 open showed that Lee Chong 
Wei, a Malaysian himself, has still got it by winning 
gold in men’s singles.  I’ve seen him play live a few 
times and he is a force to be dealt with.  this is his 
10th superseries win and with his “advanced age” 
of 31 is thinking to retire at the end of the year.
 Ratchanok Intanon (aka nong Mai), a thai 
woman singles player (for full disclosure my wife 
is Thai), is now ranked 3rd in the world with the 
number one and two being Chinese who tend to 
dominate the sport. Porntip Buranaprasertuk (OMG 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Bob Alexander

— thais have the longest names), another thai 
woman is ranked 10th in the world.  Quite amazing 
considering China is one billion plus people while 
thailand is around 70 million.
 this year the us Open Badminton tournament 
will be held in new York and not in its usual venue 
of the Orange County Badminton Club.  I expect to 
attend and perhaps be inspired to up my game.
 It is good to see the club being used seven days 
a week for playing this most marvelous sport.
 Play often!

 Bob
adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

Ratchanok Intanon, top-ranked international women’s badminton player.
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wE HAVE A NEw CROP OF 
JUNIOR PlAyERS and it’s exciting 
to watch all these kids enjoying 
themselves and learning the game.

      . With that in mind, here is our list 
of instructor members who are

helping coach.
 see you on the Courts.

        Peter
juniorbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Peter D. Steinbroner

Monday - sue Dommeyer, Daniel tai
Tuesday - Yuko Kawasaki, Dean schoppe
wednesday - Jo Labor
Thursday - Dean schoppe
Friday (4-6 pm) - Curt Dommeyer
Saturday (10 am-1 pm) - Wei Tang, Gerry 
Mei, susana Zhong

I’ve attached a picture from several years back... Do you recognize these Junior 
Players (1952)?

Donna Gibbs (L) and Pat Johnson (R)
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HI EVERyONE…HOPE yOU had 
a chance to charge your batteries 
(figuratively), had a fantastic 2013 
and are ready to get going again for 
an even better 2014!   On the party 
scene…a few changes are taking 
shape…necessary changes that will 
hopefully allow for greater focus and 

member participation at sponsored events.
 In short…we need better attendance and 
participation from ALL members.  to this end, in 
2014 we are planning to solicit input from all of 
you (which means, we actually need input….) to 
understand the number of parties that members 
would like to have or can handle.  We will also scale 
the sponsored parties back to a select few to rally 
better attendance. 
 so the parties/events we will have a focus on are 
as follows:
Rummage/white Elephant . March 5 – 8, 2014 
Catorce de Junio . . . . . . June 14, 2014  
(Delayed Cinco De Mayo)
Pool Party  . . . . . . . . . August, 2014   
(Movies, Burgers, Fun)
kid’s halloween Party  . . . October 29, 2014
XMAS Cocktails  
(Dine with the Presidents)  . . December 13, 
2014
kid’s Xmas Party . . . . . . December 17, 
2014
 Looking ahead…we need everyone to get 
involved and participate in making the fun 
happen.   Please send an email to Mike Whitcombe 
(xxicdboy@mac.com) about signing up to assist or 
take the lead in chairing a party.  You get credits, 
have fun and there is nothing more rewarding (ok…
maybe there are a couple things!!)  Make the club 
great and get involved!

  Mike
xxicdboy@mac.com

A message from the entertainment Chair
Mike whitcombe

 

Upcoming Dates:

Now  time to start collecting 
items for the MBBC 
Rummage Sale! 

Jan 31  Friday night tournament 
7:30-9:30

Feb 8  Workday 
8:00-noon

Feb 28  Friday night tournament 
7:30-9:30

Mar 5-8  White Elephant/ 
Rummage sale

Mar 7  White Elephant/
Rummage sale Preview 
and Wine Tasting Party

Ongoing:   Beginner Junior lessons  
Every Mon and Wed  
6-8 pm

Check out the  
Rummage Sale

flyer on page 10!
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AS PAT MENTIONED IN HIS 
lETTER, we will be sending out 
a survey soon to get member 
feedback on the Club’s social 
activities.
  I hope you can take a few 
minutes to respond to the poll — 

your opinion is important to us!

 Lynn
shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com

A message from the Communications Chair
lynn O’Connell

MEET THE NEw MEMBERS

THE THOMPSON FAMIly
“ In our short experience with the club, we 
already have loved taking advantage of the 
beautiful sunny weather to swing by after school 
and let our kids swing and play basketball.  
Justin and I have taken two badminton lessons 
from Coach already and are gearing up for some 
competitive games as soon as I can manage to 
actually get the birdie over the net consistently.  
We have 3 boys — Tafton (10), Asher (7), and 
Crispin (4) who go to Pacific Elementary and 
Manhattan Beach Preschool. 
 
thank you, 
heidi

THE COOk FAMIly
“ Thank you we are very excited and have already 
started swimming in the evenings.  Our family 
consists of Allan, Carrie, Liam and Robert Cook.  
Allan was born and raised in england and came to 
the usA some twenty years ago; he became an 
American citizen 8 years ago. We both met while 
working for the Getty trust and Museum.   
 My twin 14 year olds, Robert and Liam have dual 
citizenship and are lucky to spend time here and 
in England.  They have their sights set on Oxford 
:)  For now they attend hermosa Valley school and 
will be attending Mira Costa Next year.  Both boys 
play on club teams, Robert for soccer on LA Galaxy 
South Bay and Liam on Trojan Water Polo club.  
they are junior lifeguards and have won medals at 
Regionals and nationals.   
 Our entire family loves sports and we are looking 
forward to family badminton (it will be fierce 
competition!).  My husband played badminton most 
of his life and is ready to get back into the sport. We 
love the badminton club because of it’s uniqueness 
and history.  the people are fantastic and caring for 
the club makes one feel as if it’s yours.  I love, love, 
love the temperature of the pool!   
thank you so much for inviting us to join.” 
— Carrie





 

2014  
Sonoma  

Wine Country  
 Games 

 

Olympic-style sporting events  
for athletes 50 or better 

 

Badminton 

 

June 1, 2014 
Santa Rosa Junior College 

 

Men & Women Ages 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, etc 
 

Online registration opens March 1, 2014 
 

 www.WineCountryGames.com 
Or call 707-525-0143 x 121 

 

A wellness and lifestyle program brought to you by Council on Aging Services for Seniors. 
All proceeds benefit Sonoma senior service programs. 

Come to compete, 
Stay to play!  


