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Ocho de Junio party — muy bueno!

thErE Is sUCh A grEAt tImE to bE 
hAd At thE ClUb when everyone comes 
to pitch in, listen to live music, eat tacos, 
drink margaritas and take swings at the 
piñata.   
 stephanie schwartz lead the charge 
at the 2nd Annual ocho de Junio/
New member social this past weekend 
demonstrating first hand that the mark of 
a good party is when you land in the pool 
fully clothed!!
 Past President, dee dee tran won the 
iPad mini from the Jr. Tournament Raffle. 
game rules were that winner must be 
present to win — or was it “President” — 
to win?
 New and long-time members were 
treated to another great event at “the 
Club”. thanks to all who helped make it a 
success!

stephanie schwartz, mike and sydney  
Whitcombe welcome new members to mbbC.

stan Johnson traveled the farthest to the Club 
to give the piñata a whack!

manhattan beach badminton Club | 516 18th st. | manhattan beach, CA

iPad Mini raffle winner, Dee Dee Tran ... Must 
be “president” to win. 

http://www.mbbcjr.com/
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ON BEhAlf Of yOUr NEw 
BOArd, I would like to thank all of 
you for your vote of confidence in 
unanimously approving the newly 
recommended slate of Directors and  
governors to help run the club this 
coming 2013/2014 fiscal year. 

 Your new Board just completed their first  
official meeting of the new year where-in the old 
board passed their batons to the new kids on 
the block. Actually some of the “kids” stayed on 
and the Board is fortunate to have them come 
back for a second term with the same energy and 
enthusiasm that they had with their first term. 
 First of all, Peter Steinbroner returns for his 
13th year of Board service. What can I say? Peter 
is running the Junior badminton Program again 
this year, but more importantly, his knowledge of 
the various positions on the board along with his 
expertise in our Club’s history is invaluable. thanks 
Peter. 
 Bob Alexander returns as our Adult badminton 
Chair and guided by his wife Pookie, will continue 
to dazzle us with his footwork and wit. Get ready 
for more tournaments. Thanks Robert.
 Mike whitcombe returns as a seasoned vet for 
his second term as Entertainment Chair. his energy 
and enthusiasm is still intact along with his smile 
and can do it attitude. get ready to Party. mike and 
his team did a terrific job on June 8th with their 
Ocho De Junio party for the new members. Muchas 
gracias, mike. 
 Gary Penberthy has been promoted to VP after 
doing a terrific job as House Chair this past year. 
Gary is in charge of membership and is ready for 
your questions. thanks, gary.  
 Peter Chen remains on the board as our Past 
President Advisor. Peter did an outstanding job in 
moving our board through some very interesting 
issues this past year and we really appreciate his 
guidance and hard work on behalf of the Club. 
thanks, Peter. 

A message from the President
PAT JOhNSON

 our treasurer, Mike revell, is no stranger to 
serving on the board, he has been a past house 
Chair and treasurer and has answered the call one 
again. thanks, mike. 
 John Kravec, a Past President has agreed to 
come on the board as New Construction Chair. 
John has been very active on the strategic 
Planning Committee and is currently heading up 
the remodeling project for the 18th entrance. Many 
thanks, John. 
 our new house Chair is Cecily Monahan, and 
I might add, is the first woman House Chair in the 
history of the Club. Last year, Cecily had a least 
18 workday credits on the ledger and we are very 
fortunate indeed to have her on our team. 
 our new secretary is Maria Curry and she is 
efficient and thorough. The following day after 
our first meeting, all the members on the Board 
received a copy of the minutes via e-mail. Now 
that’s fast. Thanks, Maria. 
 lastly, but certainly not least, is lynn 
O’Connell. lynn is our new Communications 
Chair and last year she worked with Phil Alfandary 
as our Roving Reporter. Lynn is in charge of our 
shuttlecock and is already on everybody to get in 
their articles on time. From what I have seen so far, 
I think that you are going to be very pleased with 
the new format for the Shuttlecock that Lynn is 
working on. thank you, lynn.
 Well, you’ve met your new board and oh yeah, 
I’m your new President. my dad, roy Johnson, 
was a Past President in I believe 1958, I was very 
young at the time as you can well imagine, but I 
still remember the “Good Old Days”. We’ll folks, get 
ready for the “Good New Days Ahead”. I’m going 
through all of dad’s old notes. 
 take Care, 

  Pat

“Get ready for the “Good New Days Ahead!”



Shuttlecock        JuNe 2013

3

Continued...

JUNE MEMBErShiP rEPOrT
  As our Club’s Fiscal year ends on 

may 31, I hope everyone has had 
a chance to review your workday 
status posted on our website.  If you 
see any mistakes, please contact me 
as soon as possible to discuss.  As 

last year’s house Chairman I have had the pleasure 
to meet many of you, and have had fun sharing 
many completed workday tasks with you.  together 
we put our time in to keep our Club in tip-top 
shape, while completing many special projects.
 As VP I forward Pat Johnson’s report regarding 
membership. 
June 1, 2012 – may 31, 2013
41 Applications for Regular Membership
  2 resignations
=  4-1/2 years waiting list! 
 (Yes, this is the best deal in town!)

New Provisional Members: 
Tim Champ & Crista Riccio, effective June 1, 2013 
Laura Rothman, effective June 1, 2013

New Applicants: 
Joe and Jennifer Bevilacqua (Sponsored by 
Sussman & Chu)
malcolm Ke & melissa Carmouse  (Sponsored by 
Chun and Hodgmen)
bruce & Vickie mcCorkendale  (Sponsored by Estes 
and Steinberg)
Vince and Paulette o’hara (Sponsored by Styskal & 
Reinhloltz)

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

Yuko Kawasaki and greg Cohn (Sponsors: Dean 
Schoppe and Peter Steinbroner)
Yvonne bernard (Sponsors: Yvette Lubinsky and 
Susan Revell)
trina mai and minh trinh (Sponsors: William Yu and 
Peter Steinbroner)

resignations: 
Dave and Karlee McCarroll  (effective 5-1-2013)
Steve and Mary Erigero  (effective 6-1-2013) 
Natta Tritasavit  (PM)  (effective 7-1-2013)

New honorary Members: 
John and Traci Britton  (effective 8-1-2013) 
Gary Higgins  (effective 8-1-2013) 
Patti Neumann  (effective 8-1-2013)

New Associate Members: 
Buddy & Beth Hohn  (effective 8-1-2013)

Congratulations to all of our long-standing 
members with a special thank you to our legendary 
honorary members for their achievements and 
commitment to the manhattan beach badminton 
Club.  A job well done and it is great to have you 
with us.
I look forward to a great year at MBBC serving as 
Vice President.

Gary  

41 Applicants
  2 Resignations = 4.5 year wait!1 year =
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i wOUld liKE TO ThANK 
Stephani Armstrong for her most 
recent tour of duty on the board 
as treasurer.  stephani has been 
extremely helpful in getting me up 
to speed on the updated procedures 
since my previous service as 

treasurer on the 2008-09 board.
 I am sure this year will prove to be exciting and 

A message from the Treasurer
Mike revell

action packed with tournaments, parties and the 
initial phase of the 18th Street Entrance Project.
 Thank you for letting me serve as your Treasurer 
and I will always have the Club’s best interest in 
mind.

   Mike

ThANK yOU fOr ThE GrEAT 
hElP for the June 8th Work Day. We 
were able to get the four umbrellas 
assembled as well as clean for the 
ocho de Junio Party. 
  I want to especially thank 
Provisional member Mark Sprague 

for his assistance in trying a new way to clean the 
outside windows. (Moving forward, I am offering 
work day credit if a member owns a window 
washing service and would like to do this!) My cell 
is 310 245-3870. 
 yanni Ma and I did the inside windows last work 
day and she assisted Mark and Paul Mullenhoff 
for the outside. Sorry for the sore arms Yanni. 
Tracy and Tim Moore buzzed around and made it 
back for the party as well. 
 I did not see Eric Steller at the party but we 
made a dent in the shower tile washing and he 
picked up the 140 lbs. of sand as well. Tara and 
Eric O’Connor picked up the 48 bricks from my 
house. Way to go team!
 Tim Shea is working on getting some 
communications down in the bbQ area. We are 
bringing down cable wire to the pit. If anyone 
knows of or has a TV for that area it would be great 
to have game reception. Anything mundane would 
be good, but we would take an old flat screen 
if available. It will be in a covered but exposed 
area (theft would be a possibility) Contact me at 
house@mbbadmintonclub.com.

A message from the House Chair
Cecily Monahan

  the next work day is saturday July 13th as the 
6th is part of a vacation weekend. It is a great day 
to work and have your family join you after for a 
day at the club.
rEMiNdEr: 
 We are in the busy season so I want to remind 
everyone to take your trash to the parking area 
even if it is half full when you leave the club at 
night. We want to dissuade the rodents from going 
after the corn cobs and watermelon. You are the 
stewards of your club. There is no janitor. 
UrGENT NEEd: 
 Nate hubbard, who does our recycling (4 
bins…1 in lower kitchen, 1 in upper kitchen, 1 
on badminton court, 1 in the lounge) will be on 
vacation starting next week and going until July 
6th. I am offering work day credit to do this two 
times a week for 4 weeks. Again, email or call.

   Cecily

The next work day is 
Saturday July 13th. 
Come and get your 
work day credits!

Sign up here.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054FAAAB2DA46-july
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iT iS GOOd TO BACK ON ThE 
MBBC BOArd AGAiN, particularly 
this year since you approved 
reconstruction of the 18th St 
entrance. 

    It has been something that I have 
been particularly interested in 

for the last ten years, and the reason I began 
participating on the mbbC Planning Committee. 
This is something MBBC has needed for a while 
and now it has worked its way to the top of the 
infrastructure improvements list. 
 rather than just replacing the entry sidewalk, we 
are looking to accomplish a number of goals with 
the new 18th st. entrance. 
 First is safety for members. There have been 
a number of stopgap measures applied to the 
entrance sidewalk, retaining walls, steps, etc., but 
now we are designing for safety rather than trying 
to put another patch on it. 
 Another priority is security, to construct our club 
perimeter so that our pool area does not enable 
easy access for after-hours uninvited visitors.  
 A third goal is aesthetics, both inside and 
outside. mbbC is in a very nice neighborhood and 
we want to have our external look a pleasant view 
to the neighborhood, rather than being perceived 
as an outdated, rundown place. The same goes for 
the inside view, as well as making better use of 
the space we have between the pool and the court 
building. 
 And the reality of undertaking a project like this 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

is that we have to get the proper permits, which 
means meeting city and state requirements for 
such things as AdA access. In doing our research 
and preliminary planning, we found out that the 
MB city building department looks at two different 
aspects that have to be reconciled. Engineering 
looks at things like safety and ADA requirements 
but doesn’t talk about space use or setback 
requirements. that has to be discussed with the 
Planning part of the city building department. No 
one said this would be simple.
 Of course these requirements all need to work 
with one other major requirement, affordability. 
the mbbC board and the Planning Committee is 
very aware that it will be a ongoing challenge to 
meet the multiple requirements, and particularly 
the affordability. But since one of the keys to MBBC 
success has been prudent control of finances, we 
are constantly aware of that commitment to you. 
 The timing is right for me to work on this effort 
as a I recently retired from paid employment, and 
now have flexibility and time to give the project the 
focus and attention that it needs. I consider being 
mbbC New Construction Chair now as my unpaid 
employment and will be keeping you updated on 
status in future Shuttlecock articles.

 John 

“Since one of the keys to MBBC success has been  
prudent control of finances, we are constantly aware 

of that commitment to you.”
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i rECENTly rETUrNEd frOM 
ThAilANd where I had the 
privilege of watching some of the 
thailand badminton open. many 
countries were represented with 
these being the ones I remember: 
Thailand (of course), Korea, 

malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, India, England, and 
scotland. badminton is a really big deal in these 
countries. 
 A thai, ratchanok Intanon (Nong may to her 
friends and fans) won the women’s gold. She has 
an interesting history being only 18 years old and 
the daughter of a single mom. The mom, for a 
living, worked in a badminton club — for what I’m 
sure wasn’t much in the way of wages — my guess 
would be 10,000 baht a month or about $300 
Us. however, apparently Nong may, her mom and 
badminton must have had a certain chemistry as 
she is presently ranked 5th in the world.  
 “In 2009, ratchanok became the youngest-ever 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Bob Alexander

champion at the bWF World Junior Championships 
at 14. In 2011, she became the most successful 
player ever at the World Junior Championships 
winning the women’s singles title 3 times in a row.” 
she is a National hero.
 Well, now back stateside. We have the MBBC 
Junior internationals coming up July 29 
through August 4. Even if you don’t play you 
might truly enjoy watching these folks — the 
athleticism and skill honed from years of practice 
will impress you.
 Also, the Us open will be held July 8 through 
July 13. the prize money being $120,000 and the 
venue location is the orange County badminton 
Club. 
 Don’t forget the monthly tournaments held the 
last Friday of the month for good play, food, and 
drink and, of course — camaraderie.
 Play often!

 Bob

fOr ThOSE whO MAy hAvE 
MiSSEd ThE BiG NEwS…the mira 
Costa high school badminton team 
finished with an 11-2 record this 
season...winning runner-Up in the 
CIF Championships.  they pushed 
undefeated Diamond Bar, making 

them sweat in the finals with a score of 12-9.
 Congratulations to Coach rocky wilson and 
Assistant Coach Peter Chen with help from david 
Ogata for a winning season.  This is the best 
season mira Costa has had up until now....and 
we’re looking forward to a championship next year!
  the United states Junior Nationals will be held 
next month in san Francisco.  representing mbbC 
will be Shawn whong and Chad Naramore.  
both will be seeded players and both are looking 
forward to bringing home a gold medal.
 they have worked very hard to reach this high 
level of play and will report on the results next 
month.
 

A message from the Junior Badminton Chair
Peter d. Steinbroner

 the wes Schoppe Junior international 
Tournament is right around the corner and mbbC 
will play host to junior players from around the 
world.   Please support our tournament and players 
by giving generously to our MB Junior Players 
foundation as well as taking a player into your 
home.   our Club members continue to do an 
outstanding job supporting this event.
  Lastly…to all parents with children ages 7-11 
— we’re looking for our next champions and that 
means bringing your kids up to the Club on monday 
& Wednesday nights from 6-8pm.  Learning to play 
badminton is a skill they can continue through 
their entire lifetime (I don’t see many 50 year olds 
playing football) so this is something they will enjoy 
for a very long time.   Just ask Bernie Stenson…one 
of our playing members….he’s pushing 90!
  With that said…see you on the courts!

        Peter
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fOllOwiNG A SUCCESSfUl 
OChO dE JUNiO, the party 
planning is rolling along with a great 
line up in 2013 and into 2014. 

 We have the monthly Ercoles Party 
Planning Commission (EPPC for 
those that need 4 letter acronyms to 

survive) meeting on 2nd Tuesday’s of each month.  
 For June the first meeting is on June 18th 
(technically 3rd Tuesday) but the following 
meetings will be as follows: July 9th, August 13th, 
september 10th and october 8th.  
 Look for the following events coming to the Club 
this year and early next:
Annual Pool Party is back! 
August 17th Afternoon Start.  Details to follow.

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike whitcombe

Phil’s Footloose Jamboree: 
September 14th Evening Start. Details to follow.
disco bingo: 
October 19th Evening Start.  Details to follow.
New Year’s Eve: 
december 31st Early Evening start.  Casino, 
dinner, dancing.
 All these events will need people to assist.  
If interested to help and lead, contact Mike 
whitcombe at xxicdboy@mac.com.  You can 
earn work credits, meet people and have a fun time 
along the way!!

 Mike

ThErE’S A lOT Of ExCiTEMENT 
GOiNG ON AT YOUR ClUB that I 
hope to share with you on a regular 
basis. 

      The Shuttlecock got a bit of a 
makeover this issue and the goal 
is to move soon to an e-Newsletter 

version for even easier viewing.
 While the newsletter is a monthly publication, 
you will also be receiving more timely communi-
cations to keep you up to date on events and 
announcements.
 If you have any personal news and announce-
ments to share, please let me know and it will be 
published in the shuttlecock. 
 Also, if you are interested in being a “roving 

A message from the Communications Chair
lynn O’Connell

reporter**” and contributing short profiles on 
members or other interesting Club tidbits, please 
contact me at shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.
com. 
 We have a lot of talented, interesting and social 
members on — and off —the court that makes 
mbbC a very special community. 

 I’m looking forward to sharing with you...

  Lynn
** oh — did I mention that you will get work day 
credits??
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MBBC’s Seniors Collect Gold, Silver 
and Bronze Medals at Prestigious 
Masters Tournaments

thE most ComPEtItIVE sENIor (AgEs 35 – 
80+) BADMINTON TOuRNAMENT held in this 
hemisphere is the Canadian masters badminton 
Championships.  this year the tournament 
was held in richmond, british Columbia.  this 
tournament can attract up to 300 entrants from 
all parts of the world.  However, this year it 
attracted only 189 entrants, most likely due to the 
fact that it was held in a badminton warehouse 
that had hard, unforgiving floors.  Mats 
were placed over the hard surface, but 
that did not take the sting out of playing 
on the hard courts. 
 despite the drop in entries, the 
tournament did not lack strong play.  
representing mbbC were the married 
couple, Sue and Curt dommeyer.  
Sue and partner, Joanne Cicrich of 
Portland, were the defending champions 
in the 60+ Women’s doubles and were 
hoping for a repeat performance.  They 
made it to the finals where they met a strong 
team from British Columbia. 
 After splitting the first two games, Sue and 
Joanne won the gold medal by taking the third 
game, 21-17.  Sue also managed to win a silver 
medal in the 60+ Women’s singles, as she was 
defeated in the finals, 10-21 and 11-21, by 
Brenda Johnson, the perennial favorite. While 
sue was earning her medals, her husband, 
Curt, was fighting his own battles, and not that 
successfully.  He and his mixed partner from 
eastern Canada won two rounds in the 65+ mixed 
Doubles, but then lost in the semi-finals to the 
eventual tournament winners.  And, in the 65+ 
men’s doubles, Curt and his Canadian partner, Ian 
Bishop, finished second, as they lost in the finals, 
16-21, 18-21.
 About a month after the Canadian Masters, four 
players from MBBC competed in the u.S. Masters 
National badminton Championships that were 
held in Fort myers, Florida.  Unlike the Canadian 

masters which allows international entrants, 
the U.s. masters restricts its entrants to those 
who are U.s. citizens and to those who are 
u.S. residents for at least a year.  This year, 
the tournament attracted only 83 players.  this 
small draw usually resulted in a lot of round 
robin play where each entrant (or team) in an 
event played every other entrant (or team) in 
the event. After all the play was completed, all 

of MBBC’s entrants finished in medal 
positions.  the big winner was Sue 
dommeyer, as she earned gold medals 
in 60+ Women’s singles and 60+ 
Women’s doubles, and silver medals 
in the 60+ mixed doubles and 50+ 
Women’s doubles.  Terry lira earned 
gold medals in 50+ and 55+ mixed 
doubles.  Carolyn hoefer earned two 
silver medals – one in 60+ Women’s 
doubles and one in 55+ Women’s 
doubles – as well as a bronze medal in 

the 60+ Women’s singles.  the lone male in the 
group, Curt dommeyer, earned a gold medal 
in the 60+ men’s doubles and a silver medal in 
the 60+ mixed doubles.   
 The next major tournament for senior players 
(35+) will be held in July at the Orange County 
badminton Club.  this tournament will have 
doubles events that combine the ages of the 
players on each team.  Consequently, it will 
have doubles events that start at 80+ and go all 
the way to 130+.  
 Finally, in early August, the World master 
games will hold a world-class badminton 
tournament in Torino, Italy for senior players.  
Curt dommeyer will be the lone representative 
from our club playing in that tournament.  Wish 
him luck. he will need it.

— Submitted by Curt Dommeyer
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Upcoming Dates:

Jun 18  (meeting
Jun 28  Friday badminton tourney
Jul 02  mbbC board meeting
Jul 13  July Work day
Jul 28  Friday badminton tourney
Jul 29 to Aug 4   
Jr badminton Int’l tournament
Ongoing: beginner lessons  
Every mon and Wed 6-8 pm

The 21st Annual Junior 
International Tournament 
...is fast approaching. Play starts Tuesday, July 30 through 
sunday, August 4.  
 We’ve changed the start time this year to make it easier 
for kids going to summer school. Games will start at noon 
and finish at 8pm so if kids are going to summer school in 
the morning, they’ll still have plenty of time to get their 
games in.
 For those of you with kids wanting to play, we’ve set 
up a separate web site that has all the information on the 
tournament, including the entry form.  Go to mbbcjr.com. 
 For those who just want to see some great badminton, 
Come on down. the door’s always open and admission  
is free.

Parents with children ages 7-11 
years old:
We’re looking for our next champions! 
bring your kids to the Club on monday 
& Wednesday nights from 6-8pm for 
lessons.  

Please consider a tax-deductible 
donation to MB Junior Badminton 
foundation to support mbbC 
team training and tournament 
play.  Contact Peter steinbroner at 
psteinbroner@yahoo.com

Participants include 
teams from as far 
away as Norway 
(left),  
guatemala and 
Washington state!

2013 CIF finalists Mira Costa (and Club) Badminton team.

Keep the Team in Play




