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Wes Shoppe 2013 Junior International Tournament 
Great sportsmanship, 
greater friendships.

members who attended the  
21st Manhattan Beach Badminton Club 
Junior International Tournament were in 
for a real treat as some of the best junior 
players in the world competed in over 250 
matches, spread over 32 events.
Players from as far away as Ghana 
and Armenia participated, with the 
largest team (25 players) traveling from 
Guatemala.   
Spectators saw incredible play including 
14 year old phenom Mark Shelley Alcala 
from the Philippines win both the under 
17 and under 19 Singles titles.   Mark 
made one dazzling shot after another, 
amazing many experienced players like 
Dave Ogata who in his prime ranked #2 in 
the country. “He hits shots that I’ve seen 
only a few players make.  It’s something 
you can’t teach.  He’s going to be a world 
champion someday.” Mark dominated the 
field dropping only one game during the 
entire tournament. 

MBBC and Guatemalan team 
players (above).

Girls Under 22 - Doubles (left).

Manhattan Beach Badminton Club | 516 18th St. | Manhattan Beach, CA

Even with the extraordinary play, the real 
excitement of the tournament was watching 
all of these kids from around the globe form 
friendships which will last a lifetime.  
One of the outstanding moments came when 
MBBC player, Chad Naramore competed 
against an Armenian player, Gurgen 
Poghosyan.  In a long, hard-fought, three 
game match which left both players and 
the audience totally exhausted, the two 
players embraced, and then spontaneously 
exchanged jerseys. It was an unforgettable 
moment as the two competitors showed 
how much they admired and respected each 
other’s sporting effort.   
On the last night of the tournament, MBBC 
hosted a dinner and dance for the players 
and coaches.  As goodwill ambassadors, 
MBBC members provided housing for the 
players during tournament week and many 
friendships were formed as every player 

(next page)

http://www.mbbcjr.com/
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(continued...)
said they wanted to come back for next year’s 
event which is already in the planning stages.   A 
big congratulations goes to stephani armstrong, 
Tournament Director and dean schoppe and all 
the volunteers who made this such a memorable 
event.
— Peter Steinbronner

The full results can be found at  
http://bit.ly/18CFJ6A

below are the mbbC Players who reached  

Boys Singles U9 Boys Doubles U13
Owen Thomas – Semi-Finalist  Owen Thomas – Semi-Finalist
 
Mixed Doubles U13 Boys Doubles U13
Eloise Belandres – Semi-Finalist Eric Mei-Denzil Tintut – Semi-Finalists

Girls Singles U13 Girls Doubles U13
Eloise Belandres – Semi-Finalist Eloise Belandres / Marin Tchen – Runner-Up

Mixed Doubles U15 Boys Singles U15
Eric Mei / Scarlet Luo – Semi-Finalist   Bradford Kong – Semi-Finalist

Boys Doubles U15 Girls Singles U15
Bradford Kong / Russell Kong – Semi-Finalist Scarlet Luo – Semi-Finalist

Girls Doubles  U15 Mixed Doubles U17
Eloise Belandres – Semi-Finalist Shirlene Chen – Semi-Finalist 
 Eric Liu – Semi-Finalist

Boys Doubles U17 Girls Doubles U17
Eric Liu – Runner-Up Shirleen Chen / Danica Chong – Semi-Finalists

Boys Singles U19 Boys Doubles U19 - Cons
Shawn Whong – Semi-Finalist Chad Naramore / Shawn Whong – Winner

Mixed Doubles U22 Mixed Doubles U22-Cons
Chad Naramore / Linda Hammond (Philippines) 2nd  Andrew Chen / Gina Alfandary – Winner
Sherman Chen / Corinne Belandres – Semi-Finalists Joey Schuchard / Genie Schuchard – Runner-U

Boys Singles U22 Boys Doubles U22
Shawn Whong – Semi-Finalist Chad Naramore / Shawn Wong – Runner-Up

Boys Doubles U22 – Cons Girls Doubles U22
Sherman Chen / Johni Lu – Winner Gina Alfandary / Shirleen Chen – Runner up
Joey Schuchard / Matt Welch – Runner-Up

the semi-finals or better: 
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the wes sChoPPe 21st annual Junior 
international memorial tournament 
was a maJor suCCess.  And we had 30 more 
kids this year than last!  While most of the players 
came from the Americas, including 29 from 
Guatemala alone and six first time participants 
from Chile,  we also welcomed a player and coach 
from both Armenia and Ghana.
This year we tried a new schedule to see if we 
could increase participation from the locals.   We 
shifted the start time from 9 to noon, and finish 
time from 5 to 8 pm in an effort to help locals 
driving cross town or coming from Orange County 
avoid LA’s notorious rush hour traffic.  And it 
worked.  We had over 50 kids representing the 
United States.  
Our Tournament promotes competition, and this 
year did not disappoint.  The players ran the gamut 
of experience from first timers like the detemple 
boys to seasoned players such as shawn whong.   
Everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves, and 
even seemed to play better.  Competition will do 
that.  But it also helped that a group from the 
Philippines included a 14 year old phenom, Mark 
Shelley Alcala, and another group, from Mexico, 
collectively raised the bar a notch, or maybe five.  
There were so many great games, it’s hard to 
narrow the field, but for me, there were two that 

Reflections by Stephani Armstrong, 
Tournament Director

really stood out.  The semi-final for BSU19 (Boy’s 
Singles, Under 19 for those not fluent in badminton 
speak) between Alcala of the Philippines and 
Ramon Garrido, of Mexico, had everyone, I mean 
everyone, cheering.  It wasn’t that it was such 
an exciting match, which it was, that made it so 
memorable for me.  It was that everyone watching, 
regardless of country affiliation, was cheering both 
players on.
The second moment that stood out for me involved 
one of our MBBC players, Chad naramore, and 
Gurgen Poghosyan of Armenia.  It was the BSU19 
consolation match, which Gurgen eventually won in 
three hard fought games.  At the end of the match, 
at Chad’s urging, the two exchanged jerseys and 
shook hands.  As each was putting on the other’s 
wet, sweaty jersey, all I could think was that 
this moment represented the spirit of what wes 
schoppe, along with Jack tarr and roy skinner, 
intended when they created the Tournament.
That spirit is kept alive by Wes’ son, dean.  He is 
the heart and soul of this Tournament.  He keeps 
laser focused on the goal that we others sometime 
forget as we get caught up with managing people 
and problems and the like.  He reminds us that this 
Tournament is for the kids, to let them experience 
competition, and to meet people different from 
themselves.  And because of that, we get moments 
like these.

Chad and Shawn vs. Chile US vs. Guatelmala/Armenia
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Lucky hairdos from 
Guatemala...

MBBC Junior Player, Joey,  
making new friends

Doubles!
Team Philipines

MBBC Junior Players play hosts...
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i’ve already mentioned it in my earlier 
artiCle, and you’ve probably heard around the 
Club, that the 21st Annual Junior International 
Tournament was a success.  One of the main 
reasons for that success are the volunteers.  It 
may take a village to raise a child but it takes a 
Club of dedicated volunteers to run a tournament 
as smoothly as this one.  So I want to recognize 
just a few of them.  But as long as this list may be, 
it does not begin to scratch the surface of everyone 
who pitched in.  
It is humbling to realize that all these people 
volunteered their time because they wanted to.  
They didn’t have to, you know.  There are other, 
easier, ways to get workday credits but, to my 
way of thinking, this is the best.  And what is even 
more amazing is that a number of volunteers have 
kids who either aged out or were never in the 
program to begin with, or even more astonishingly, 
no longer needed the workday credits.  That just 
tells you how much fun this tournament is.
Take Debra Duncan.  I don’t think her kids have 
played in the Tournament for at least 10 years and 
yet, she continues to run the tournament kitchen.  
Not only were she and her crew able to serve really 
good food, they were able to make a bigger profit 
than last year, without raising prices.  And each 
year, a lot of the same people volunteer to work 
with her - like bill otoide, Kelly Costopoulos 
and Faith lyons.   That says a lot about Debra.
Then there’s noelle merritt, who, with her army 
of host families, houses the players.   And Bruce 
Franklin who coordinates transporting these kids 
to and from the airport to their temporary homes.  
They make it look so effortless, almost magical.  
Of course, I’ve never met Bruce and have accused 
Noelle of conjuring him up like a genie from a 
bottle, so maybe magic is involved.  But who 
cares, it works!
The tournament desk, headed by Grace Chase, 
along with the court scheduling desk headed by 
Cecily monahan, had probably the most activity 
during the Tournament, outside of the kitchen.  
They deftly handled the constant questioning from 
parents and players while getting players on and 
off the courts.  I know both Grace and Cecily had 
a number of people on their teams who were new, 
but not one question went unanswered nor was 
one match dropped.

roy skinner and his crew are old hands at getting 
everyone registered and T-shirted, and Coach kept 
the place clean.   alex shar, as usual, manned the 
court scheduling desk on the busiest day, the first, 
and the schnacks and Fiores hosted the adult 
and player’s party, respectively.  They all have 
been doing their jobs for so long and so expertly, 
that I am loath to say anything for fear of getting 
in the way.
I don’t have the words to thank those who stepped 
up to umpire the games.  Due to scheduling 
conflicts and attrition, we lost ten members who 
regularly umpired for this tournament.  As a result, 
we were so shorthanded that those who did umpire 
worked without a break during their 4 hour shift.  
That’s a lot of bird watching without stopping.
Did I mention Jack tarr or Bobbi Skinner or 
Kerry and Gary Penberthy or Susana Zhong 
or Audrey Chen or Pookie and Bob Alexander, 
each of whom stepped in whenever and wherever 
needed?  Or dean schoppe who did everything 
from schedule matches to cook hotdogs?  Or Peter 
Chen who prepared the check-in sheet with its 12 
separate columns of information and constantly 
revised it as more kids signed up, or the wangs 
who worked the weekend shift and stayed after 
the very last match on Sunday to enter even more 
information into tournamentsoftware.com?  
This doesn’t begin to thank all the other people 
who stepped in at the last minute, who answered 
my frantic phone calls, who worked past their 4 
hour shift, who came back when they had the time 
and said “ just tell me where to go and I’ll figure  
it out”.
Yes, there were a lot of us working but that made 
for a whole lot of fun for all.  And to all those 
whom I have failed to mention, you are no less 
vital  to the success of this Tournament than those 
I did.  I just promised Lynn I wouldn’t monopolize 
the Shuttlecock.  
On behalf of 113 kids from around the 
world who participated in the wes schoppe 
21st Annual Junior International Memorial 
Tournament, I most heartily thank you all.

— Stephani Armstrong

A heartfelt “thank you” salamat
gracias

sh’norhakal 
xiè-xie

merci
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this year we hosted two players who had never 
seen an ocean!  What fun to share our town with 
them...and let them experience salty water for the 
first time. Watching our guest play in the Finals was so 
exciting, though we were torn between cheering for our 
temporary “son” and the competitor from our Club.”
-Merritt/Merkin Family

We hosted Angie (9 year old) and Jennifer  
(older teenager) from Guatemala.
My 5 year old daughter Sarabeth so desperately wanted 
to spend time with them and hang out even though her 
Spanish is very limited, she managed to engage them in 
several “sleep over” games including pillow fight.
The girls were very sweet and they brought us pastries 
from their country as well as a couple of kitchen towels.  
It was a very nice gesture.
I believe that they enjoyed their stay even with my 5 
year old tag-along!”
— Mullenhoff Family

We really enjoyed the girls from Chile we had with 
us this year, Sara, Paula and Maria. They were so open 
and funny. One of my best memories was a night we sat 
around with them and talked about our two countries. 
They asked questions like, “What is your national food?” 
and “What is your national dance?” that just stymied 
us. Hamburgers maybe, but a national dance? We didn’t 
know what to tell them. They showed us theirs--first 
through YouTube videos and then they demonstrated it 
themselves, laughing the whole time.
It’s the Cueca: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cueca
Here’s a performance: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WxfX04AW7oM
They also told us horrifying stories about the massive 
tsunami and earthquakes they’ve lived through. We 
think we have big ones in California!
Anyway, we always have great kids, but they are often 
quite shy (understandable). Sara, Paula and Maria were 
lots of fun and very outgoing. We went and watched 
them play and just had a fantastic time overall this 
year.”
— McTigue/Bavaro Family

Thanks and gratitude go to 
the gracious families who 
hosted, housed, shuttled, fed 
and shared with our visiting 
guests:

Armstrong
Bergin

McTigue/Bavaro
Whong

Merritt/Merkin
Otto

Bruhns
Rollins

Maloney
Kunesh

Mullenhoff
Narramore/Broadhurst

Marshall
Hopkins

Coppedge

Memory Wall

“

“

“
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on behalF the mbbC, I would like 
to extend our deepest sympathies to 
the family of Dorothy Britt Busby on 
her recent passing at age 89.  Dottie 
was preceded in death by her husband 
and childhood sweetheart of 58 years, 
Bill. 

Dottie and her husband Bill, had been members 
(Honorary) in the Manhattan Beach Badminton Club 
since 1947. She and Bill met in the second grade 
at Center School (now Pacific) and their courtship 
carried through college when she enrolled in UCLA 
and Bill in USC. They both loved sports and were 
avid badminton and tennis players. She was known 
as “Darling Dottie” on the courts. Her Father-in –
Law, Luke Busby, was one of the founding fathers of 
MBBC. 
Both Dottie and Bill loved to participate in our Friday 
night tournaments in the 70’s and 80’s and fill us 
with their stories of the great times they had at the 
Club in the 40’s and 50’s. She was a true beach girl 
and will be deeply missed by all who had the good 
fortune to know her.
A memorial will be held at King Harbor Yacht Club on 
August 20 at 12:30 PM.
The Junior International Tournament, 
which ended on Sunday, August 4, 2013 was a 
tremendous success. It marked the 21st time that 
MBBC hosted this tournament and the play was 
absolutely incredible. If you were not able to see the 
tournament, please do yourself a favor and make 
sure to see it next year. You can’t find more exciting 
competition and entertainment. Our seasoned 
adult badminton players just shook their heads in 
amazement and smiled as these kids made one 
incredible shot after another.
As I mentioned in my article last month, I would like 
to continue to include a little history of our club in 
each of my articles as we move through the year. 
In November of 1940, 450 people in the community 
came to our MBBC Open House to see a badminton 

A message from the President
Pat Johnson

exhibition on our brand new 3 court gym. It was 
the best facility for badminton in the United States. 
We now have 5 courts (1969) and it is still the best 
facility for badminton in the United States. Since 
that time, our Club has created many pages in U.S. 
Badminton History. 
In addition to badminton, our Founding 
Fathers, believed in hard work and fun. Thus 
came the work days, parties and a good feeling 
about helping to make the Club a great facility. 
Over the years, it seems like the work day tradition 
has struggled to survive. The parties, which in 
the old days, were held 12 times a year, are also 
struggling to survive. 
It is extremely important for all of us to make a 
strong effort to see that these traditions do survive. 
We are not a Country Club and we certainly don’t 
charge the fees associated with a Country Club. For 
the best deal in town, all we ask is for your support 
in continuing the traditions that were established 
over 75 year ago. Our House Chair struggles to get 
consistent help on scheduled maintenance work 
days. Our Entertainment Chair is getting very little 
support with people coming forward to volunteer to 
chair parties. 
Our Club has rules for the Pool and Jacuzzi. 
Believe it or not, these rules are meant for 
everyone. I guess some members feel that they 
are special and that the rules are not for them. 
Recently, a woman with a baby (under a year) 
was in the hot tub. When advised of the rules and 
the possible danger to the baby caused by the hot 
water (104°F), the woman said that it would be OK 
and that she was a long time member of the Club 
and refused to remove the baby. Unfortunately, no 
one got the name of this person. Our rules state 
that no one under 10 years of age can be in the hot 
tub. If you are not sure why, consult your doctor.
   Take care.

   Pat

“...all we ask is for your support in continuing the 
traditions that were established over 75 year ago.”
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REVIEW AND CORRECT YOUR 
CONTACT DATA
Thank you to all members who took 
the time to update their contact data 
and family photos.  We are making 
the changes now to the database, 

and will soon be published in our hard copy 
membership roster.
Send updated info: gary@penberthy.com
Send updated photo: beau@elwell.com
Please remember that the MBBC Directory is 
private information and not to be used for any 
other purpose except Club communications.

A message from the Vice President
Gary Penberthy

Thanks also for doing your part to enforce our 
rules for operation, especially regarding health and 
safety.  We rely on all members to keep an eye on 
all children, especially around the pool.
Enjoy the summer at the Club!

   Gary  

NOT A lOT Is GOING ON 
ThE sURfACE fOR NEW 
CONsTRUCTION but the process 
keeps moving ahead.  Our architect 
Lewis-Schoeplein is working on our 
18th St entrance plans and we have 
a structural engineer on board to 

review the plans.  
In August we expect to have another review and 
get our construction drawings.  We will submit he 
drawings to the city and then request bids for the 
construction.  So we remain on schedule.
One aspect of serving on the MBBC board again 
is the deja vu of a few members ignoring the club 
rules and the MBBC board spending much of our 
monthly meeting time discussing how to get the 
message through to those members that they are 
not so special that the rules don’t apply to them.  
We have the rules for your safety and the well 
being and the benefit of the overall membership.  
So if you aren’t familiar with the rules, go to the 

A message from the New Construction Chair
John Kravec

MBBC website.  The rules on the website and are 
the latter part of the MBBC Bylaws (http://www.
mbbadmintonclub.com/rulesForms/rulesAndRegs/
MBBC_Bylaws.pdf).  Please follow the rules: no 
young (under 10) children in the Spa; clean up 
after yourself, no parties without the authorization 
of the House Chair;  sign in your guests; and 
if another member asks your name because of 
something you or your family or guests are doing, 
you are obligated to provide you full name, so the 
matter can be brought to the board of directors. 
Enjoy the club but also treat it well and help take 
care of it.  We all want MBBC to provide many more 
years of enjoyment for all members.  However, 
MBBC is a participatory club.  We try to do many 
things ourselves so we don’t have to hire a support 
staff and double or triple our dues.  If that doesn’t 
fit your lifestyle, consider opting out to let someone 
on our 4-year waiting list take your place.

 John 
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a Great bunCh showed 
uP For the auGust 10 
maintenanCe day. We were 
quite productive having 10 people 
attend. Yuri Margulis and ulrich 
Neumann were able to move 
shelves in the lower left storage 

area by the playground to make for more room 
for the anticipated Rummage sale items. aileen 
Harbeck tackled the upstairs oven which was used 
for 7 days straight for the Junior International and 
needed some TLC for Tons of grease. As usual we 
made our Home Depot Run with Gene Harbeck in 
the tow of one propane tank for the gas heaters at 
the pool. Apparently, one tank was stolen so the 
club purchased a new one, so we now have heaters 
again for evening dining.
Michelle Murdocca power washed and it was 
nice to meet her and Yvette Mallory was 
everywhere and ended up with Gary Pemberthy, 
vice president, along with michele, Provisional 
Members desiree and Chris brown and Playing 
Member hiro Kawakami doing the staining of our 
new teak picnic tables, chairs, and benches. For 
the second month in a row Andy Paroczai power 
washed the BBQ floor area and mats and poolside. 

A message from the House Chair
Cecily monahan

He is becoming the expert on the power washer.
So thank you from your House Chair. I hope to see 
all of you using and enjoying the facility with your 
family.

   Cecily

The next work day is 
Saturday Sept 14th. 

Come and get your 
work day credits!

Sign up here.

last month we started making 
the transition of transferring the 
Clubs banking relationship from 
Union Bank to Beach Business 
Bank, who also has opened a line 
of credit for us to fund our 18th 
Street project.  Those of you who 

have signed up for dues payments through ACH 
may notice this on your bank statements in the 4th 
Quarter billing cycle.
Regarding dues, please make sure your account 
is up to date with the Club and if you are having 
any issues with keeping your dues or fines current, 
please contact me to discuss.

A message from the Treasurer
Mike Revell

I hope Club members who are residents of 
Manhattan Beach have applied for the City’s 
Street Sweeping refund, which I mentioned in 
last months Shuttlecock.  I applied for the Club 
in July and have already received notice that our 
refund will be $720, so please, apply for this refund 
and remember the Junior’s Fund when you receive 
this new found cash.
 The process is very simple, I have included the 
link to the City’s web site to download the needed 
form: http://bit.ly/18gxct3

   Mike

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054FAAAB2DA46-september1
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Fellow badmintoners, greetings 
from the Entertainment Chair!  
Hope your summer is treating you 
well.  I sincerely hope that you have 
not watched Sharknado, you have 
survived Surf Fest and you are ready 
for all the action at the club that is 

on the horizon.   Want to thank all those that have 
participated in the second Tuesday’s - Ercoles Party 
Planning Commission!  Some great ideas have 
emerged that are being incorporated into our future 
events.
I’m sorry that the August Pool Party did not happen 
as planned, but...
Sept 1, Sunday (noon-4:00) - Hang Out for a 
very impromptu, informal and Margarita induced 
afternoon.  Yes…you heard it right…..Margarita’s 
from Noon to 4pm for all those old enough.  Just 
bring your grilling meats and festive attitudes and 
be ready for some spontaneity….and perhaps some 
Ping Pong!!
Sept 14, Saturday (7:00 pm - 10:00 pm) is 
Phil’s Footloose Jamboree aka mbbC line dance 
Party. Bring your friends, dress up and get ready 
to….Line Dance!!
Oct 19th, Saturday (6:30 pm to 10:30 pm) 
is the First Annual Disco Bingo Bash.  What 
is Disco Bingo….dress Groovy, play Bingo to 70’s 
Music and dance like John Travolta.  Food and drink 
provided, $20/person.
Dec 14, Saturday (6 - 11pm) plans are in 
place for the MBBC Snowflake Ball.  We need 
volunteers for this holiday event so look out for 
sign up information to follow.
Dec 31, we will NOT be having a New Year’s 
event after all, but The Mariners will!  Courtesy 
of Pat Johnson, I have attached the flyer for this 
event below.  If interested in more details, please 
contact Pat directly.   
In place of our New Year’s celebration - we will be 
bringing back an old favorite…..Mardi Gras!  

A message from the Entertainment Chair
Mike Whitcombe

March 1, 2014, Saturday (time TBD) - Mardi 
Gras. Wear the colors of your favorite crewe, find 
a funny looking hat and costume and come pretend 
it is New Orleans at the club.  Music, Food and 
Dancing will be the call of the evening.  
New members…do not be surprised to get 
a phone call looking for your assistance….
now is the time to get involved in party 
execution!  Your ideas and input will help bring 
these engagements to life.
A new addition to the Entertainment report is a 
quick reminder about safety at the club - because 
safe partying is essential to keeping the party 
going!  This past month it appears we have seen 
an increase in the number of kids under 10 in the 
hot tub.  This is not a good idea.  While Beyonce 
has done it…this still isn’t a good idea…even for 
Beyonce!  Don’t let the next picture be of you with 
a child under 10 in the MBBC hot tub.  You never 
know when the paparazzi will be out clicking away.

 Mike

No children under 10 years 
old in the MBBC hot tub. This 

includes you, Beyonce!



T i m e  t o  S t e p  I t  U p  
from mbbadmintonclub@earthlink.net 

 
OK party people!!!!!  We had a really fun party in March – we Square Danced, 
Round Danced, learned the Cha Cha, and we Line Danced… This time we are just 
going to Line Dance.  I got a good friend of mine to lead the dance – he has been 
doing this for over 15 years – and is really great at demoing the steps…  James is 
the president of one of the local Square Dance clubs, and whereas most clubs 
alternate Square Dancing and Round Dancing, at James’ club they line dance, led 
by James.   And from the people that I have talked to at the club, I think that the 
time has come for a Line dance party.    

Mark the date – September 14th – 7PM --- there will be food, expect a meal… 
including drinks and desert.  So you get music, food, drinks, dancing – all for $10 
(pay at the door) --- but I need to know how many of you will be coming so that I 
do not over or under buy the food.   So I would really appreciate an email RSVP.  
You can bring your friends, your older children, or just come by yourself.   No 
partner is required for line dancing, which is why it is one of the more popular 
types of dancing around.   I am including below a few pictures from the March 
square dance party…. Those that came had a great time.  ….….Phil Alfandary 
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it has been the time oF 
TOuRNAMeNTS:  US Open and 
the Junior Internationals.  The 
US Open was held at the Orange 
County Badminton Club and offered 
up the usual extraordinary levels 
of play.  “Open” means that entry 

is allowed to all players regardless of country 
origin.  Consequently, there are many countries 
represented in such “Open Events”.   The US 
Open had players from Austria, China, Philippines, 
Thailand, India, Sweden, Mexico, England, China 
Taipei, China Hong Kong, and of course the USA.  
(These are just the ones I remember so please do 
not be offended if I forgot a country which I am 
sure I did.)
The Junior Internationals held at MBBC also 
included some remarkable players from many 
different countries.  (Some of these players also 
played at the US Open at OCBC.) I was unable to 
see all the matches but I did see the Men Singles 
final, which was Philippines vs. Philippines.  Wow, 
that was some really good play. 
However, from my perspective – admittedly biased, 
the real news for badminton occurred in China.  
Ratchanok Intanon, an 18-year-old Thai, (Nong 
May to her friends and fans) won the women’s 
singles at the World Badminton Championships!  
Below are some quotes out of the English Language 
Bangkok Post:
“Ratchanok’s unexpected victory over Li, who 
was herself aiming for her first world title, breaks 
China’s stranglehold on the championship.”
“It is also a fairytale win for the teen, whose career 
started aged five when the owner of the factory 
where her parents worked sent her to train at a 
nearby badminton academy.”
“The teenager, regarded as one of the best young 

A message from Adult Badminton Chair
Bob Alexander

players in women’s badminton, supports her family 
through her sporting career.”
The links below are interesting reads.
“How a badminton star from Thailand rose from 
factory floor to sports glory:”  
http://t.co/JBsNXidWxK
(https://twitter.com/WSJ/status/ 
367517456484806656)

Don’t forget the August Friday Night 
Tournament on the 30th.   Good food and the 
opportunity to meet and play with new partners.
Play often.

Bob
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Dottie Busby

Upcoming Events:

Aug 23  Updated contact info due
Sep 1  Hang-at-the-pool-day
Sep 3   
Board Meeting
Sep 14   
Work Day
Ongoing: Beginner badminton 
lessons  Mon and Wed 6-8 pm
SAVE-THE-DATE: Semi-Annual 
Meeting — November 10, 2013

In Memoriam

CoNSiDer A tAx-DeDUCtiBle DoNAtioN 
to MB Junior Badminton Foundation 
to support MBBC team training and 
tournament play.  Contact Peter 
Steinbroner at psteinbroner@yahoo.com

Better yet, apply for your City of MB 
street-sweeping refund and donate the 
proceeds to the Junior team! it’s a windfall 
AND a tax deduction! Click here.

Keep the Team in Play

It is with heavy heart that I announce that Dottie Busby has passed 
away. She died Monday morning July 15. Dottie and my father Bill had been 
members sense the beginning. My grandfather luke Busby, was a charter 
member of the club and was president during the building of the club on 18th. 
My dad was a nationally ranked player 3rd — i think — in the ‘40s. they were 
both greatly involved in the social side of the club as well as the playing side. 
When they could stand it, they competed in mixed doubles. My mom also 
played is single matches. 
For a long time the club displayed an article written in the lA times about 
“Darling Dottie” and badminton at the “New Manhattan Beach Badminton Club”. 
My brothers and sister grew up at the club, playing taking swim lessons and 
generally raising hell. My parents have told me great stories of the parties that 
were held there. 
My mom loved the club and talked about often. She will be missed. A memorial 
will be held on August 20 at the King Harbor Yacht Club. 
— Kirk Busby

MBBC has learned that in lieu of flowers, donations can be given to King Harbor 
Youth Foundation c/o King Harbor Yacht Club, 280 Yacht Club Way, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277. 

http://www.citymb.info/Index.aspx?page=2241

