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Pr e s ide n t ia l l y  Sp e ak ing   
from President@MBBadmintonClub.com 

 
It is hard to believe that it is 
almost a year now since current 
Board was in place. This is my 
last article as MBBC President. I 
would like to thank all board 
members for serving on the 
board. These are a group of truly 
dedicated people who, out of their 
busy schedule, put in hour after 
hours of their free time to take 
care club business.  
In addition to have a wonderful 
board help running the club, I also 
like to thank various committee 
chairs and their teams that help 
keep this place going. Be it 
parties, fund raising events, 
tournaments. A good example is 
our recent ‘Badminton and 
Breakfast at the Beach’ fund 
raising event where Belandres 
Family cooked and served 100 
tasty breakfasts, everyone loved 
the food and the place was so 
relaxing. 
As the end of club year approach, 
I would like to remind everyone 
that all workdays credit are due 
by May 31st. You can check your 

workday credit status from club 
website. 
I also like to remind everyone 
members’ obligation to attend 
membership meetings. Our next 
membership meeting will be held 
on May 19th. Strategic planning 
committee, led by Pat Johnson, 
will present the latest status on 
club improvement plans, and our 
treasurer Stephani will present 
related financing options and 
issues. We would like to hear 
your feedback and we need your 
support to make this a better 
place. Mark your calendar. 
Finally, I want to remember the 
two members we lost since last 
meeting, Karren Davis, Honorary 
Member, and Claude Havel, 
former House Chair in the 1980’s. 
They both devoted many years of 
their life for the club, and for the 
junior program. They will be 
missed. 
See you at the May general 
meeting. 

………..Peter 
 

 

Shuttlecock 

April/May 2013 
 

Vol 74, Issue 9 

mailto:President@MBBadmintonClub.com


  

Membership  News 
from vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

It is hard to believe that our Club calendar year is almost over. Part of my 
responsibility during the year is to keep track of the workdays that are given to 
me by the House Chair, Tournament Chairs and just about every Chair you can 
think of. The workday credits are posted on our Web-site , so be sure to check 
it out and see how you’re doing. Let me know, as many of you have done, if we 
have missed anything. 
Our membership continues to remain sounds with a 4 year waiting list, but 
there continues to be movement in the ranks, so please make note of the 
following: 
New Provisional Members 

Mark & Cory Sprague - effective May 1,2013 
Rod & Leila Stoddard - effective May 1, 2013 
Christopher & Desiree Brown - effective May 1, 2013 
Greg & Carol Spinner - effective May 1, 2013 

 New Applications 
Hugh & Monica Jackson  (Sponsored by Kristin Styskai) 
Kent & Tawnya Jackson  (Sponsored by Hodgman & Broadhurst-Naramore) 
Enrico & Beth Parodi  (Sponsored by Hook & Steller) 

New Playing Members  
Chi Ei - effective April 1, 2013 
Suting Yin - effective April 1, 2013 

On behalf of myself and the Board, I would like to congratulate our new 
Provisional and Playing Members.  It’s great to have you with us and we 
welcome you aboard as part of the MBBC family.  Remember, it’s your club.  
Enjoy it and take care of it. 

 See you at the Club Pat Johnson, VP 
 
 
 

May General Meeting 
May 19th, Check in and Social hour start at 3PM.   
Meeting starts at 4 PM.  
Dinner will be served right after meeting. 
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$$$  Money Talks  $$$ 
from treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com 

It takes a lot to run this Club, what with 
insurance and utilities, clogged drains 
and backed-up toilets, termites, pool 
maintenance, work days and special 
projects, well the list goes on.  It takes 
a lot of time and effort looking for ways 
to keep the Club in good shape while 
spending the least amount of money to 
keep it that way.  And with careful 
management, we have. 
The Club has its own “Honey-do” list 
and over the past couple of years, we 
have made steady progress chipping 
away at it.   Resurfacing the pool and 
deck area, the jacuzzi with its ADA 
required chair lift, the parking lot, 
kitchen counters, security and more.  
And we’ve been able to pay for all of 
this out of our current income.   But 
there is one major project that’s been 
on that list for many years and needs 
to get done -  and that’s the 18th Street 
entrance.   
 
 

It’s a big project and the time has come 
for us to just do it.  The Strategic 
Planning Committee has spent 
countless hours simplifying and fine 
tuning the project but even with all that, 
it is just too big to be paid out of 
income.  It would use up all the Club’s 
cash, leaving us with no ability to 
handle unexpected costs that might 
arise on this project or any of the other 
surprises that occur with maintaining a 
50 year old building.  The Board has 
concluded that the most prudent 
course would be to borrow the money 
needed for the project.  The good news 
is that this is as good time as there is 
ever likely to be for borrowing money.  
The better news is that we need less 
than originally thought.  The best news 
is that it appears that we will not have 
to raise dues to cover the loan 
payments. 
At the May General Meeting, we will go 
over the plans for the project and its 
financing, and ask for your approval.   

………..Stephani 
 

Junior International Tournament 
from nmerritt@alum.mit.edu 

 

One of our club's institutional events 
is fast approaching:  The 21st 
Annual Junior International 
Badminton Championship (Wes 
Schoppe Memorial)!  This year, the 
tournament will take place from July 
29th through August 4th.  If you are 
interested in a fun experience for 
your entire family and would like to 
support our Junior program, you can 

help us by volunteering to host one 
or more of the international players 
or referees.  You will receive 
workday credits for your generosity - 
without leaving the comfort of your 
own home!  For more details and to 
sign up for this unique experience, 
please contact Noelle Merritt at 310-
545-8833 (nmerritt@alum.mit.edu).
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N e w s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  C h a i r  
from house@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Only call Gary at 310-567-6060 
Work Day  
We were twenty strong at Saturday’s work day.  We fabricated, painted, power 
washed, hung artwork, made repairs, cleaned and did landscaping, and much needed 
maintenance. 
 
Lockers 
All members occupying lockers need to complete the application and return to me.  
Your locks will be removed before May 1. 
 
Safety 
Thank you for observing all safety rules and regulations around the club, especially 
around the pool. 
 

Court 4 Closure 
We will be doing repairs on court 4 in May (ed. note: actually starting April 29th). 
 
Draining The Pool 
Our annual pool draining will begin Sunday night with the pool closed Monday May 5th 
through Friday May 10th. 
 
Next Work Day 
Our next work day is   Saturday May 18th, 8AM-12PM. 
 
Questions or comments? 
 

Gary Penberthy 
House Chairman 

garyp@penberthy.com 
310-567-6060 

 
 

¿ ¿ ¿ U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s ? ? ?  
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
• May 5th to 10th - Pool closed – draining begins Sunday night 
• May 7th  7pm-??? - Board meeting 
• May 18th 8am-12pm -  May Workday 
• May 19th  3pm-6pm - Semi-Annual meeting (dinner at 6) 
• Jul 29th – Aug 4th  - Junior International Tournament 
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A d u l t  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
Hi everybody!  Springtime is upon us and as a 
result it is not so cold.  It seems we had an 
unseasonably cold winter so I, and I’m sure 
many others, are welcoming this uptick in 
temperature.  The tilting of the earth or rather 
the revolution of the earth around that nuclear 
furnace you see in the sky with the earth’s tilt 
of 23.5 degrees being constant, more or less, 
with respect to the plane of the orbit – well we 
are now getting the light in a more direct 
manner i.e. less oblique angle.  Which 
translates into more energy per unit area – 
quaintly said:  it’s warming up.  The max, by 
the way, of the sun’s energy is around 1kw per 
square meter here on our blue planet, but that is 
with the “stars being aligned” in an optimal 
way.  OMG the geek from Nerdastan just 
channeled through me.   Well, to cut to the 
chase we are now able to sweat a little when 
we play. 
 
Tournaments: 
Yes, we have them.  The club will have one on 
the last Friday of this month or April 26.  It is 
our wont to do this end-of-the month 
tournament on the last Friday of every month.  
Food and drink galore, good racket play, and 
now perhaps some sweating.  

This month, April, we had a special off grid 
Saturday morning tournament.  The tournament 
was accompanied with a $5 pancake, egg, 
bacon, and orange juice breakfast.  The number 
of folks that showed up for this shindig was 
astounding high.  We ate, played, indulged in 
camaraderie, and in general had a quasi Sacre 
du Printemps (sans the sacrifice) type spring 
celebration.   (Must be some more channeling 
going here from Igor I expect.) 
 
Oh yes, put on your calendar the following:  
 
July 8-13, 2013 - 2013 Yonex/OCBC US Open 
Grand Prix Gold Badminton Championships 
 
And, for us seniors: 
 
July 12-14, 2013 - 2013 Yonex/OCBC Senior 
International Badminton Championships  
 
You can Google The Orange County 
Badminton Club for any and all particulars. 
 
 
Play often! 

. …….Robert Alexander 

 
J u n i o r  B a d m i n t o n  U p d a t e  

from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

The Junior Badminton Program continues to grow as our advanced players push towards the 
National Junior Championships in July and our very own Wes Schoppe Junior International 
Tournament later that month. 

This year…the Mira Costa Badminton Team has been formidable, having won nearly all their 
matches.  Last Friday, they played one of their biggest rivals San Marino High, and won big…The 
previous three matches, all were decided by one game. 

Rocky Wilson has done an outstanding job with the kids, along with assistant coach Peter Chen and 
instructional help from Dave Ogata.  Look for more on the CIF results from Peter Chen. 

We’re looking for the next group of champions and that starts with the parents in sending their kids 
to the Club on Monday and Wednesday nights 6-8pm with Coach Wei Zhong. 
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E n t e r t a i n i n g  N e w s  
from entertainment@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
Once again it's going to be a busy 
Summer - so let's get it started right with 
the 2nd Annual mash up of the 
Tequila/Taco and New Member Party aka 
- Ocho de Junio Celebration!  Your hosts 
for this event will be Mike Whitcombe 
(xxicdboy@mac.com) and Stephanie 
Strejan 
(stephaniestrejan@daviselen.com) - party 
starts at Noon goes till 3pm.  We will 
have Taco's and plenty of Margaritas.  
$20 for Adults, $10 for Kids.  Piñatas for 
both kids and adults and fantastic 
Becker's  Ocho de Junio cookies will 
making an appearance and quick 
disappearance.  This is a great chance to 
meet new members, listen to Spanish 
music and bask in the summer sun with a 
flow of Margaritas!!! 
 
The return of the MBBC Pool Party in 
coming.  Games, Food and Music….what 
else is needed for a fun night at the club.  
Will be in July/August with date to be 
announced at the annual meeting in May.  
Sign up board will be available for those 

that want to get engaged and start getting 
those workday credits.  
 
More fun parties to be announced at the 
annual meeting - including the long 
awaited Disco Bingo in October and 
Casino Night in December.  Oh yeah – 
and Footloose Phil just told me that he 
was thinking of a Line Dance party in 
early September... 
 
A bi-weekly party planning committee 
(the one mentioned last year) will that will 
be started up this year to start to build the 
pipeline of events into 2014.  Get on this 
committee…meetings will be held at 
Ercole's to help get the ideas flowing.  If 
you are interested, email Mike 
Whitcombe (xxicdboy@mac.com) and he 
will add you to the list.  Looking to keep 
this group to a minimum of 20 
participants…first come, first served!!! 
  

Mike Whitcombe - 
xxicdboy@mac.com 

. 

P o s t - I t  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
from secretary@mbbadmintonclub.com 

It is time to update our roster book.  A photographer will be present at our Annual General 
Membership meeting in May to take your family photos.  Mark your calendar now; and please 
do your best, as a participating member of our club, to be photographed in the two hours 
preceding our meeting.   

Please remember that voting members are required to attend at least one of the two semi-
annual meetings each year.  You can proxy one of them, but not both.  You are a voting 
member if you own shares of stock.  In other words, Playing members are welcome to attend, 
but are not required.  Proxies will be mailed out to you in time for the meeting and will also be 
available on the web site.   Attendance at the meetings is important as this is your club and 
your voice and your votes count. 

The meeting is always on the 3rd Sunday in May at 4PM.  Social hour is at 4PM and dinner at 
6PM.  So this year – the meeting is on May 19th.   
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M i r a  C o s t a  T e a m  R e s u l t s  
From Peter Chen 

After 4 hours of hard matches in a head to head contest with Diamond Bar Highschool, the 
Mira Costa badminton team finished in 2nd place in the CIF Finals.   

A few weeks ago they had lost to Diamond Bar 3-18.   But in the Finals, the kids fought with 
their heart and won 9 matches and lost 12.  This is something no other school has been able to 
able to do for the last few years. And for three of the matches went to a 3rd game and lost.  It 
was so close.   

Also heartening was the support of the parents.   I am very proud of our kids,  but we had  
more parents and club members there to cheer for our kids than the other team.  It shows that 
we care and gave our players extra strength. 

Ed. comments:  Something that needs to be said --- I helped coach this team for the four years 
that Gina was in it --- and a really big difference between our kids and their kids is the amount 
of court time available to them.  Most of the other high schools that play badminton have 
available a gym and at least 8 courts five days a week.  Our kids only have our courts, usually 
only 4 courts, and only for 4 hours a week.  Diamond Bar I believe trains at the San Gabriel 
courts and have available the instructors from that club.  I truly believe that the reason our kids 
do as well is due to the coaching and the help from the more experienced club members.  
Kudos go to our kids and to the coaches and helpers.  The time to get your kids ready for their 
high school team is now.  Get them in the program – it is free and is included as part of the cost 
of your membership.  Playing badminton is also likely to improve their ability in almost any 
other sport, especially if it requires speed and hand to eye coordination. 

Thank you everyone. 

Peter 

 

A d u l t  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
This is the last month of the fiscal year and the 
last Shuttlecock for this 12-month period.  This 
will make my time as Adult Badminton Chair 
equal to one year of service.  I have enjoyed 
my time in this position having learned quite a 
bit about the club’s workings along with the 
club’s long history.  This understanding and 
historical knowledge allows me to better 
appreciate how the Manhattan Beach 
Badminton Club has managed to remain such a 
success over all these many years.   
 
While on the board I have been much 
supported by all.  This support has made the 
experience both enjoyable and me more 

effective as the Adult Badminton Chair.  The 
all-volunteer nature of the board serves and has 
served the club quite admirably.   I highly 
recommend to all members to take the 
opportunity to serve at sometime on the board.    
 
We all wish and will continue to work hard to 
make the Manhattan Beach Badminton Club a 
continuing success as an icon of badminton in 
Southern California. 
 
Play often! 

. …….Robert Alexander 
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A  B i r d i e  T o l d  M e . . .  
By Lynn O’Connell 

Get to know our new MBBC members! 
 
The Quilliam Family – Jim, Mary Kay, Vanessa (13) and Alexa (11) 
 
Are you playing members?   
• We are not playing members yet but are willing to learn! 
 
Now that you have officially become members, what has been the nicest/most 
unexpected surprise about the club? 
• Everyone has been so welcoming and we have been surprised on how convenient it 
is to visit the pool and use the BBQ grill area.  
  
What interesting thing(s) should MBBC know about you or your family 
• We visit Lake Champlain in VT every summer - so far no sighting of CHAMP the 
Lake Champlain monster! 
 
 
The Berens Family – Norm, Susie, Sean and Ellie 

“We are thrilled to join a long Manhattan beach tradition. Our family has been guests 
of other members before and have really enjoyed the experience.  

We have an 8 year old (Ellie) at Hermosa Valley school and a almost new freshman 
(Sean) at Mira Costa High school. (I would like both kids to learn Badminton.) 

I guess the nicest thing about the club is the relaxed atmosphere and the nice people. 

Our family loves to travel, camping, and we are also involved in many outside 
activities, golf, and Volleyball to name a few.” 

 
The Padden Family – Michael, Denise, Will, Carolyn and Joe 
 
“We are so happy to be back at the Badminton club and are looking forward to a fun 
spring and summer.  We were members for a number of years . . .we love the pool, 
looking forward to playing  badminton, kids parties, adult parties, enjoying the low-key 
atmosphere. Michael and I have 3 children ages 18,  15 and 9.” 
 
Welcome back, Paddens! We knew you couldn’t stay away! 
 
 
The Morley Family – Tom, Jackie, Luke  (9), Kate (7) and Allie (5) 
 
Are you playing members?   
We are not playing members but would love to learn! 



  

Now that you have officially become members, what has been the nicest/most 
unexpected surprise about the club? 
We have been members for only a couple of months and have not had much use of 
the club (yet!) but everyone we've met has been so nice and we are looking forward to 
some fun! 

Some interesting facts about the Morleys:  
Tom & Jackie met at PriceWaterhouseCoopers 23 years ago and have been married 
for 17 years. Jackie's family is from Croatia and Tom is the eighth of nine children. 
While Tom is a financial advisor by day, he can also be seen in commercials as Darth 
Vader.  
 
I’m sure Mike Whitcomb, our fearless Entertainment Chair, will be contacting Tom 
about appearing as Darth Vader at our next Club party! 
 

Welcome to MBBC, Quilliam, Berens, Padden and Morley Families! 

 
 

T h e  F i n a l  W o r d  
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 

So there it is – it’s been quite a year…. And another crazy month.  We served what 
I think may be the first ever pancake breakfast and tournament… had over 100 
customers for the breakfast and 50 participants for the tournament.   People were 
surprised at how good the pancake breakfast was… for $5 they got pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, juice, and coffee… one member asked if they had to wait one more whole 
year for another breakfast.   So the club is alive and well.  The Friday night 
tournament that was held on the 26th had over 32 participants and gobs of food…  
Monday nights are packed with beginning players showing up early and experienced 
players showing up late and playing late late late… We could use some spillover 
players on Tuesday and Thursday nights however…  March Madness is over… and 
so are April Showers… and our annual Cinco de Mayo party is going to be held on 
June 8th – Mike is going to make sure that you get your tacos and margaritas and 
mariachis – we just don’t want to compete with all the local bars and don’t really care 
on what specific day the Mexicans kicked the French out… we just want to party.  So 
mark the day… I am sure that Mike will have all the details for you at the annual 
meeting and will be looking for some volunteers to staff it.   

Final word:  Look on the web for the latest workdays report from Pat… if you think 
you are owed more workdays, give Pat Johnson a call or better yet, the board 
member who was supposed to tell Pat that you had done a workday.   

See you on the courts and at the annual meeting…………….Phil Alfandary 
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