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Pr e s ide n t ia l l y  Sp e ak ing   

from President@MBBadmintonClub.com 
 

We have an excellent Board this 
year, with all 11 seats filled and 
everyone doing their part in taking care 
of club business. This year’s was 
particularly special in that we had not 
one, but three past presidents on the 
board, something the club has not seen 
before.  I truly appreciate those board 
members and volunteers who were 
willing to step forward to volunteer 
their time and energy, and I’d like to 
take the time now to mention a few of 
them.   

Pat is finding out there is actually 
life after house chair.  In addition to 
VP’s duty, he continue to deal with City 
Hall on our Jacuzzi permit issues 
(almost got it, he told me today, 
almost).  Hopefully by the time you 
read this, construction will have already 
started (ed: It has).   

Our treasurer, Stephani Armstrong, 
is on her second tour of duty as 
treasurer, and has been very busy 
learning all the new software and 
accounting systems.  Despite running in 
and out of Union Banks, paying bills, 
preparing club finances, and fixing 

billing issues, she has also managed 
to squeeze in badminton 4 times each 
week, to play in national senior 
events (and win), and to help Roy 
manage the front desk during Jr. 
Internationals.  

This year’s was the 20th MBBC 
Junior International Tournaments. 
With Roy leading his returning 
teams, everything magically 
happened the way it should have. 
Tasks included finishing entry 
preparations, T shirt/medal design 
and ordering, draw arrangements, 
housing, food service, player check 
in, airport pick up, tournament desk, 
parties, umpire staffing, and 
computer operation, and all were 
very successfully organized.  In 
addition to the faithful returning 
crews, we also got help from the 
newer generation: Gina Alfandary, 
who between her own matches was 
on the court working for Lee Calvert 
as umpire, and Grace Chase, who 
took up computer tasks. Everything 
was smooth except for draw 
arrangement. Arranging draws and 
schedule matches has always been 
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very stressful.  I’ve never seen Dean 
Schoppe stare at the laptop screen so 
long (try 8 hours straight and only ½ 
done), and for the first time ever since I 
knew him, I noticed David Levine had 
lost his trademark smile for few 
minutes.  Despite all this, we’ve 
managed to keep up this tournament for 
an impressive 20 years!  I’d just like to 
say, great job everyone.  If you would 
like to help next year and even after 
that, look for signup sheets during 
annual meetings, or just let me know.   

And as for the Jacuzzi? In order not 
to confuse City Hall folks, Pat Johnson 
agreed to continue to serve as the face 
of MBBC when dealing with City Hall 
on the Jacuzzi permit issues.  He has 
visited City Hall at least 4 times since 
May’s general meeting, and each time, 
he was sent back with more 
requirements from City Hall. I’ll leave 
the details of the story to him, and 
believe me, we are trying very hard to 
get new Jacuzzi in place.  New 
Construction Chair Harry Andreas is 
ready to break ground once the permit is 
granted. Once construction starts, 
depending on the scope of work and the 
progress, certain pool areas or even the 
pool itself may be closed as necessary.  
We will try to communicate with all 
members as much as we can.  Please 
respect entry restriction signs.  If you 
plan to have any party, make sure you 

check with the House Chair Gary 
Penberthy. 

In addition, our Entertainment 
Chair Mike Whitcombe is already 
planning a Jacuzzi grand opening 
party. Judging from the success of 
Mike’s Diez de Junio event, it will 
be a good one. Stay tuned.   

While on the topic of parties, we 
just had our new-member-social, 
hosted by Stephanie Schwartz and 
her team, combined with Mike’s 
Diez de Junio, on June 10th.  
Roughly 150 people showed up, 
including 8 out of 11 board 
members, evidence that our current 
board members are just as serious 
about partying as they are club 
business. We actually ran out of the 
tacos that the caterer had prepared 
and had to borrow some food from 
the caterer’s next party that evening.  
On top of that, I failed to realize that 
part of club president’s duty was to 
be tossed in to the pool.  Which I 
was. 

Finally, to wrap things up, work 
days and missed meeting fines have 
been finalized this month and will be 
billed out soon.  Because of our 
current quarterly billing system, we 
may have to send out separate bills 
for work day fines. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

Enjoy your club! 
 



  

M embe r s h ip  Ne ws  
from vicepresident@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
Welcome to my first report on the membership. First of all I would like to thank 

my predecessor, Peter Chen, for helping me figure out who’s on third. I never realized 
we had so many categories of membership. It is truly a blessing for the members and 
sort of a curse for the guy keeping track. Anyway, the Club is very healthy in terms 
membership and the months of June and July have seen a number of changes.  

John and Natalie Kravec move up from Intermediate Associate to Associate 
and Bill and Pat Nault move up from Regular to Intermediate Associate. 
Congratulations to both couples. 

Other activities include the following: 

   Resignations: 
                  Greg and Cynthia Meidroth 

Steve Todd and Lori Medicus 
Lori Cordero  

              New Regular Members (From Provisional Membership)  
                 John and Kristine Schumacher 
        Dan and Laura Inlow 
        Gary and Kerry Penberthy  
                  Louis and Kimberly Petroni 
               New Provisional Members (From Waiting List) 
                  Jerome Chen and Michelle Murdocca  
                  David Hilton  
                New Applications 

  Jeff and Cynthia Synder sponsored  by Jack Tarr and Roy Skinner 
  Steven Giacoma sponsored by Kim Sinay and Hannon Sinay  
  Travis and Tina Slocumb sponsored by the Taylors and the Hayes 

  
 In the next couple of weeks we will be moving up several couples from the 
Waiting List to the Provisional Status and those names will appear in the next 
Shuttlecock. 
 
 On behalf on the Board, I would like to congratulate and welcome aboard our 
new Regular and Provisional Members. .It’s great to have you with us.  
  
           See you at the Club,  
 Pat Johnson, VP  
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N e w s  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  C h a i r  
from house@mbbadmintonclub.com 

Only call Gary at 310-567-6060 
 

Your new house chairman would like to extend huge thank-yous to the great work force 
of FIVE that showed up at 8 am (Starbucks dark, apple fritters, cinnamon doughnuts)  
before our club’s prestigious Junior International Tournament.  We successfully tackled 
needed projects, mainly cleaning.  If you attended the tournament, or use the bathrooms 
or the swimming area, you will notice your clean; furniture, bathroom tile, concrete, 
kitchen, gas stoves, floor mats, countertops, steps, and more.  Just five of us, and we 
could have used your help to accomplish more.   
 
We think our club looked pretty good for the tournament, and we all felt great about our 
contribution. 
 
Big thanks to  Mike, Leon , John, and Cecily. 
 
FOR FUTURE WORKDAYS,  (next workday—August 16,  8 AM – 12 PM) 
 
Cecily devised a great furniture cleaning system that others could carry on. 
 
John and Leon pressure washed and cleaned over 2,000 sq. ft. of downstairs kitchen, 
mats, and pool area.   This needs a repeat monthly cleaning effort, especially in the 
summer. 
 
Mike and I scrubbed the tile in both bathrooms, twice.  Maybe once every 3-4 months. 
 
I would like to strengthen the gym benches.  Some legs and struts are wobbly and need 
tightening.  Cordless drills, counter-sink jigs, furniture screws, got a drill?  Call 
me..310-567-6060. 
 
Paint, grout rockwork, spruce up the landscape – small, do-able projects. 
 
Get your workdays out of the way. 
 
Next workday—August 16,  8 AM – 12 PM 
 
Remember, Think Safety at the Club.  We like to have fun, let’s swim, step, swing, 
shoot, eat, drink, and bash the shuttle---safely. 
 
Gary Penberthy 
310-567-6060 
House Chair 
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$$$  Treasurer’s Report  $$$ 
from treasurer@mbbadmintonclub.com 

It’s that time. . . 
Your August statement will look a little different.  For those of you who were not at 

the May General Meeting, and for those of you who just forgot, the general 
membership approved an increase to the dues.  For Regular, Playing, Junior Playing 
and Legacy Members, dues increased $5 per month or $15 per quarter.  For 
Intermediate Associate and Associate Members, dues increased $2.50 per month or 
$7.50 per quarter. 

With the transition to a new accountant and ACH system in November, 2011, a 
couple of issues have cropped up.  If you pay the old fashioned way with paper and 
pen, you’re fine, because you’ve seen all your charges (dues, fines and guest fees) and 
presumably, have written the check for the appropriate amount.   If you opted to have 
all your charges automatically withdrawn, then you’re fine too.  And for both 
categories, the following doesn’t apply. 

But for those who just opted to have the dues automatically withdrawn and nothing 
else, it starts getting a little tricky.  Any guest fees or fines you may have accumulated 
were NOT paid.  (Remember, only dues were paid).  These additional costs showed up 
on your monthly bill but, since most people who have opted for the ACH system don’t 
necessarily check their bills, these costs have been accumulating since November, 
2011.  I am working on these issues and will be sending out individual emails to those 
who fall into this category and have accumulated additional charges. 
 

 

E n t e r t a i n i n g  N e w s  
from entertainment@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
From the Entertainment side of things…  
First a big thank you to all those that came 
out and partied, helped and/or otherwise 
partook of taco's and tequila on June 10th 
(aka…Diez de Junio) in the combined 
"Taco's and Tequila for $10" and the New 
Member Social (chaired by the lovely 
Stephanie Schwartz!).  It was a great day 
with fantastic weather and an enthusiastic 
crowd to help kick off the summer.  It's 
always a good party when people get 
thrown in the pool, looking forward to 
seeing photos of President Peter taking a 
splash on the Shuttlecock website shortly!  
In mid-August - look for the first "We 
want to make parties more successful here 
at the club" meetings to be held at Ercoles.  

For those that signed up already, you will 
be getting email invites.  For those that 
didn't sign up but want to attend….just 
send an email to Entertainment Chair - 
Mike Whitcombe at xxicdboy@mac.com  
and you will get added to the list.  These 
meetings at Ercoles will certainly be fun 
and could even lead to something!  Look 
out for the Jacuzzi Jamboree…hopefully to 
be held in September…..to break in the 
new Jacuzzi (keeping our fingers crossed 
on this one!)  And in October - Disco 
Bingo; get your 70's on and be ready to 
Stay Alive, yell Bingo and watch the 
upstairs lounge get transformed into a 
Brooklyn Nightclub!= 
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A d u l t  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

I am new to the board as the Adult Badminton Chair.  This is after years of ducking and 
dodging my responsibilities.  However, once on “board” so to speak I can honestly say that I 
am enjoying the opportunity to give back to the club.  I am very fortunate to have the great 
support from all the more experienced board members who are great at answering my 
questions. 
 
Adult badminton at MBBC continues to be a great place to meet and make friends.  
Additionally, it is also a really fun way to stay in shape.  Badminton is a game that can and is 
played by people of all ages and by both genders. 
 
In the coming months we will, of course, be having our monthly Friday night tournaments with 
July 27th being the next on the list.  Shortly we will be posting the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board located on the courts.  I have always enjoyed these tournaments for the free food and 
drink, the exercise, and perhaps most importantly, the camaraderie. 
   
Hope to see you on the courts!  
 

 

J u n i o r  B a d m i n t o n  
from adultbadminton@mbbadmintonclub.com 

By the time you read this….the Junior International tournament will be history but it’s great to 
see such great participation by the Junior players and all those fabulous volunteers that make 
everything work and worthwhile.   

 As far as the Junior National Championships that were just completed in Orange County, two 
of our players had a great tournament….Chad Naramore and Shawn Whong were the runner-
ups in the Boys Doubles U19 Consolation finals.   Congratulations to these two great young 
players. 

By next week, things will quiet down at the Club…and it’s time for all those future champions 
to work hard on their game. 

As a reminder to all parents….we’re looking for you to encourage your children to play 
badminton and take it up as a life long sport. 

Monday and Wednesday night from 6-8 is for beginners and Tuesday and Thursday for 
intermediate and advanced players.   

Junior team training is Friday from 4-6pm and Saturday mornings from 10am-1pm. 

See you on the courts! 

 Peter D. Steinbroner 
Junior Chairperson 
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¿ ¿ ¿ N e w  C o n s t r u c t i o n ? ? ?  
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

 
After nine long months of waiting for 
Approvals from the City and the 
County, we are pleased to announce 
that construction on our new Spa will 
begin on Monday, July 23, 2012.  
We will finally be getting rid of our 
very old fiberglass shell and 
replacing it with thick gunite and 
rebar walls.  No more missing or 
breaking tile. The inside of the Spa 
will be plastered with three coats 
with a hand trowel finish and the 
color will be white. It will also 
feature a wrap around bench and 
steps.  A new red brick bull nose 
coping with an expansion joint will 
go around the perimeter of the spa. 
The waterline will be marked by tile 
around the interior of the Spa.          

A chairlift with cover will be 
installed adjacent to the Spa in order 
to be ADA compliant. The doors 
leading from the downstairs hall to 
the patio area will be replaced with 2 
doors that will comply with the 
California Building Code in order to 
be ADA compliant. At this point, we 
have been told that a fence will be 
put around the construction area for 
safety as well as for keeping dirt and 
debris out of the pool. We do not 
think that we will have to close the 
pool, but will keep you posted if 
things change. Please use caution 
around the construction site. We 
hope to complete the project in 6 
weeks. As you know, it all depends 
on the inspectors.  

 
 

T h e  F i n a l  W o r d   
from shuttlecock@mbbadmintonclub.com 

This last month just flew by – the tournament was fantastic.  I think (and 
actually quoting Dean Scoppe) that this was the year where we had the highest 
quality games, especially for the older age groups.   We had players from several 
countries and clubs, but the turnout from the Norway club and from four 
Guatemala clubs was spectacular.  The top medals were shared between the US 
and those two countries.   See the top results below.  I was going to try to 
mention all of the Junior Players from our club that actually got medals, but the 
list was way too long.  If you are interested, the complete list of winners is 
available online at www.tournamentsoftware.com or by clicking the following 
link directly:  http://www.tournamentsoftware.com/sport/winners.aspx?id=44C3F7F8-80CE-
463D-95B2-D54197603DCB 

And before we get to the players – I want to give a big shout out to all the 
helpers… many went way beyond the call of duty.  Most of them I daresay, did 
way more than the needed workdays.  So a BIG BIG Thank You.  Job well done! 
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The top winners were as follows: 

  
Boys 
Singles 

Girls 
Singles Mixed Doubles Boys Doubles Girls Doubles 

U22 Marius Fartum 
(NOR) 

Ana Lucia De 
Leon (GUAT) 

Henry Liu /Alice Liu 
(Chinese Taipei) 

Johannes Hagen / Carl 
Christian Hem (NOR) 

Alice Liu /Beatriz 
Ramos (Chinese Taipei 
/GUAT) 

U19 Johannes Hagen 
(NOR) 

Marie Waland 
(NOR) 

Johannes Hagen / Marie 
Waland (NOR) 

Chad Naramore / Shawn 
Whong (USA) 

Anne Klyve /Marie 
Waland( NOR) 

U17 
Ruben 
Castellanos 
(GUAT) 

Rebecca Tzou 
(USA) 

Ruben Castellanos 
/Melanie Braeuner 
(GUAT) 

Brandon Alvarado 
/Ruben Castellanos 
(GUAT) 

Danica Chong /Rebecca 
Tzou (USA) 

U15 Benjamin Chen 
(USA) 

Shirleen Chen 
(USA) 

Benjamin Chen /Shirleen 
Chen (USA) 

Benjamin Chen /Adrian 
Unruh (USA) 

Emily Chase /Shirleen 
Chen (USA) 

U13 Adrian Unruh 
(USA) 

Diana Corleto 
Soto (GUAT) 

Adrian Unruh /Lulu Yu 
(USA) 

Dillon Kanai / Ethan Lu 
(USA) 

Emily Chase / Aileen 
Sun (USA) 

U11 An Nguyen 
(USA) 

Makenzie 
Howard (BAR) 

Nicholas Howard 
/Makenzie Howard 
(BAR) 

Nicholas Howard / Eric 
Mei (BAR/USA) No event 

Note that while Henry and Alice Liu are listed as Chinese Tapei, they also 
happen to be MBBC junior playing members. 

 

F r o m  L a s t  M o n t h …  
This should have gone in last month – it actually happened  in May – but it is 

a once in a lifetime event and well worth mentioning (by Chet Floyd) 
Linda Winter sponsors USS San Diego commissioning 

A number of MBBC members were recently invited to the commissioning of the USS 
San Diego (LPD 22) from the Ship's Sponsor, MBBC member Linda Winter. The 
commissioning event was held in San Diego on May 19th. 
LPD 22 is the sixth ship in the San Antonio class of landing platform dock amphibious 
ships.  Her specialty is the transportation and support of Marine landing forces. 
Linda's husband, Dr. Donald Winter, was MBBC president in 1994. While living in 
Manhattan Beach, Don rose to president and CEO of TRW in Redondo Beach in 
2000. In January, 2006, Don was appointed 74th Secretary of the Navy by President 
George W. Bush, holding the office until March, 2009.  
During this time, Linda appreciated the opportunity to meet, support and talk with the 
Sailors and Marines as well as their wonderful families. The keel for the San Diego 
was laid down in Pascagoula, Miss. in May, 2007. Linda was deeply honored to be 
Ship's Sponsor. Linda christened the ship in June, 2010 and participated in the 
commissioning.  
The ceremony of commissioning, which "brings the ship to life", was witnessed by 
6,000 spectators including the following from the MBBC: Monyean & Luis Acuna, 
Linda & Phil Alfandary, Chet & Joan Floyd, Ed & Nancy Myska, Pam & George Ortiz 
plus son Todd, Pat & Bob Scholl,  Toni and Bruce Stafford, and Don Winter with sons 
Jon and Benjamin. 
More info about the USS San Diego and Linda Winter at www.lpd22.com 
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P o s t s c r i p t  
By Lynn O’Connell 

As another MBBC International Junior Tournament came to a close, host 
families of the participating players reflected back fondly on their experience. 
 

“We had the most amazing experience with our kids. We actually were 
only supposed to house them for 2 nights and after the second night we 
did not want them to go!! We will for sure do it again next year...” 
 
“It's just funny that amidst all the noise and comings-and-goings of the 
tournament, some players were able to get some shut-eye on the 
benches in the middle of the badminton hall!” 
 
“We have been hosting players for roughly ten years! 
What a tremendous experience it has been for our entire family. 
Each year has been a very positive - yet different experience. 
Even though these kids only spend a week with us - strong bonds form -  
and we truly make friends for life (especially now with Facebook) 
 
 
“This is our first time hosting the junior players and we were blown away 
by the whole experience. The kids are all super fun-loving and polite and 
their athleticism is just incredible. MBBC should be proud to host such a 
great tournament.”  
 
“Badminton players rock!” 

 
As Paz, the Bellevue coach said, “We are creating fond memories for these 
kids.” Indeed. And, it seems that the fond memories are shared both ways. 
 
Tweets heard during tournament week from players: 
 
Javier Hernandez (Guatemala) 

• NO MEDAL! =( BUT I GIVE THE BEST OF ME! 
• Less than one second is the difference between victory and defeat! 
• Pancakes were rich Mrs marshall ... I love them! <3 
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